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* great 90 e corneas wn all, * 
the author's mianuſcripts; &c. have been, by 
various accidents; as long withheld from the 
preſs, as the companions of ZEneas were de- 


tained in their voyage from Troy to Latium: 
many having been toſs'd and many loſt, one 


« ſea of: troubles.” And ĩt may be accounted an 


happy eircumſtance, if thoſe chat remain may. 


merit the public peruſal. It is hoped likewiſe, 


that the novelty of the deſign will be the beſt 


excuſe for the imperſect execution, in ex- 
amining the ſeveral wounds and deaths in the 


Iliad, Eneid, and Pharſalia of Lucan; and try- 


ing them by the teſt of anatomy and phyſi- 
e This plan (as e * 


a2 


1 2 PREFACE, . 


enn) may be conſidered as a new ane, cen in 
this inveſtigating age. For tho' many ,gentle-. 


men of the faculty, (in whom a knowledge of 
their profeſfion and a taſte for poetry ere 


happily united) have in general admired the 
great and beautiful variety of wounds and deaths 
in the Iliad; yet no one has condeſcended to 
examine any particular individual wound or. 
death, by the rules of his art. Indeed fince the 
2 publication of the ſecond volume, but long ſince. 
the medical correſpondence was concluded: it 
was found that Mr. Cruickſhank, (that very in- 
genious Reader in anatomy,) has in ſome parts 
of his lectures, delivered ſome remarks :on:the 
anatomical knowledge of Homer ; but as the 
author of the letters now publiſhed, had never 
the pleaſure of attending any one of Mr. Cruick- 
ſhanks anatomical lectures, if theſe letters cop- 
tain any fimilar ſentiment with ſo great a math, . 
ſuch ner of We muſt be highly 
flattering. 2 
The 3 will likewiſe obſerve, that as — 
r of the wounds and deaths in the Iliad 
or Eneid, have no connexion with the hiſtorical 


22 


narration 
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n drration of che two poems, the inſtances ate, 
7: adduced from all p parts, without order or regu , 
fi Wikzicy; as they ſuited the purpoſe of th 14 
The tränſlatlon of 'the 4th Pythian Ode. of 
Pindar, "is again omitted, thro circumſtances 
too tedious to be here enumerated ; hut the 
Subſcribers are hereby aſlured, that when that. 


55 licativi appears, (which will de very gon), 
it © ſhalt" be delivered to them gratis, e 
E, th a little attempt towards an Heron Poem, 
5 tilted Mondeda, Or, The Conqueſt of the k. 
25 Mann. by Sweno, King of Scandinavia. 
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83 the full ſubſcription) from any of the e fy 
fellers mentioned i in the litle page. b 
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LETTER X. | 
K E MARKS 


on THE 


ATHENIAN PESTILENCE.. 


4 | 
SIR, | 
N anſwer to your laſt letter, I have peruſed, though - 
in a curſory manner, Lucretius's. Philoſophical 
Poem © De Rerum natura,”” but had never ſeen that 
Book when I gave you my remarks on the Peſtilence 
in the Grecian Camp, as deſcribed by Homer. 
Lucretius is a ſingular kind of a poet, little known 
and little read; he was a teacher of what Horace calls 
« Inſanientis Sapientie—fooliſh wiſdom, or infane phi- 
lophy,” ſince he followed the Epicurean' ſyſtem im- 
plicitly: he was, I think, a cotemporary with that 
ornament of Roman literature, Marcus Tullius Cicero, 
who i is ſaid to have Ty his verſes: this eircum- 
c A | ſtance 
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ſtance is not very probable; ; for the Roman orator, 
tho? almoſt an univerſal genius, was but an indifferent 
poet; beſides, in his treatiſe on © the Nature of the 
Gods, he diſplayed his uſual eloquence againſt the 
pernicious doctrines of the philoſopher of Gargettum. i 

Cornelius Nepos ranks Lucretius among the moſt 
elegant poets: Ovid affected to admire him very much; 
and Virgil is reported to have ſtudied him greatly, and 
doubtleſs meant to exhibit him, or perhaps rather 
Epicurus himſelf, under the name of lg in his 6th 
Paſtoral Eclogue AS. 


br inane coafta 


Namque canebat, uti magnu 
Semina, terrarimque, animaeque, mariſque fuiſſent, 
Et liguidi ſimul ignis. | 
He ſung the ſecret ſeeds of Nature's frame; 
How ſeas, and earth, and air, and active flame, 
Fell thro' the mighty Void; and in the fall 
Were blindly gather'd in this goodly Ball. 

| DzyDeN. 


But the judicious: Virgil, in his 6th Eneid, hath 
availed himſelf of the nobler and ſublimer philoloplyes 


of Pythagoras and Plato, 
80 


| 1 Epicurus was born at Gargettum, about 350 years before the 
Chriſtian era; when Philip (che father of Alexander) was King of 
Macedoh, 
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ATHENIAN PESTILENCE. 3 


So much for the hiſtory of the Bard,—his deſcrip- | 
tion of the Peſtilence“ at Athens, which concludes 
his poem, is perhaps the beſt part of it. But read 
him attentively, and you will clearly perceive; that it 
was by no means the true Plague, ſuch as generally 
prevails at Conſtantinople, Smyrna, Grand Cairo, &c. 
but, by his deſcription, in my humble opinion, it ap- 
pears to he more like the modern ulcerous ſore- throat, 
attendem with a malignant, indeed a moſt malignant 
fever. He prefaces his deſcription by remarking, that 
the inhabitants of different climates are conſtitutionally 
liable to different diſeaſes; and that travellers, by going 
into range countries, contract new diſorders from the 


- 


e different 


» The Peſtilence which happened at Athens in the beginning of 
the ſummer of the 3d year of the 87th Olympiad, (or the 2d year of 


the Pelopenneſian war) is differently related by different authors, 


though all agree in its virulency and fatality. The cauſe of it hath 
been by ſome attributed to the ambition of the Athenian Ceneral 
Pericles: for, if he did not cauſe it, he at leaſt contributed to its 
continuance and increaſe, by confining ſo many troops within the li- 
mits of the city at a warm ſeaſon of the year, with little or no pro- 
viſions to ſupport them Famine and Peſtilence being ever inſepafable 
companions ; for, which-ever of the two precedes, the other is almoſt 
ſure to follow. 


+ Sudabant etiam fauces intrinficus atro 
Sanguine, et ulceribus wocis via ſepta coibat, ? 
Lees. 
Can any Words in any language deſcribe an ulcerous ſore · throat 
more charaQteriſtically ? ? 
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REMARKS ON ' THE- 


different ſtates of the atmoſphere.* He ſays the ſame 
thing happens, when by a long continuance of the 
wind blowing in the ſame tract, or (as we ſhould now 
fay) from the ſame point of the compaſs, the air of 
one region is blown in upon another; and tells us, that 
the Athenian malady was occaſioned by the unwhole- 
ſome air that was blown into Attica from the hot ſands 
of Egypt. However, be that as it may—acigxding to 
Lucretius's account, (for at preſent I refer to no other) 
it certainly was not. the true Plague—he ſpecifies 
ulcers in the throat—no ſymptom 3 and he mentions 
nothing of ſwellings in the glands of the throat and 
groin, which are charaQteriſtic ſymptoms. Beſides, 
according to him, the diſeaſe generally terminated in 
eight days, whereas the genuine and true Plague ſel- 
dom extends its paroxiſms beyond the ſpace of four 
days: yet, if the poet be not hyperbolically poetical, 
the diſeaſe was the moſt malignant that ever invaded 
the human race. He ſays the heat was like the ſacred 
fire, by which I ſuppoſe he means, what we now call 
St. Anthony's fire; but, does not the poetical philo- 

33 ſopher 


® It is rather remarkable, that Lueretius mentions the air of our 


Britiſh iſland ; and by contraſting it with the air on the banks of the 


Nile in Egypt, we may draw a tacit conclufion, that n 
air at leaſt comparatively wholeſome. 


R 
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ſopher contradict himſelf a little? For ſuch extreme 


malignancy (if not otherwife removed) muſt deſtroy 


the conſtitution in a very few days: and in con- 
fir mation of this opinion, you will recollect, that 
thoſe, who have the moſt violent ſeizures of the 
Plague, die almoſt ſuddenly; and the livid ſpots, (to- 
kens as they are called) and other marks of mortifi- 
cation, take place almoſt immediately. Among other 
unhappy conſequences, we are informed (a fact which 
all Hiſtorians confirm) that thoſe few who recovered, 
frequently loſt both their memory and intellect; a 
pretty clear proof that the nerves, or rather their 
origin, had ſuffered an irreparable injury from the 
action of the peſtilential virus. 

Thucidides the hiſtorian, who himſelf was afflicted 


with the diſorder, is a ſingular and happy inſtance to 


the contrary; as we perceive by every page of his 
hiſtory, which was compoſed after his recovery: it does 


not appear what remedies were uſed; though, from td 


ſubſequent practice of Hippocrates and other phyſi- 

cians, it is highly probable that the Athenian practi- 
tioners of medicine made uſe of vegetable acids, from 
a two-fold reaſon: with an intent both to quench thirſt 
and to prevent putrefaction: but, we are told in general 
„ Fs ns 
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terms, chat thoſe medicines that e 
increaſed the complaint in another. Some, to allay 
their thirſt, and to cool the burning heat, leaped into 
wells of water and into rivers, and ſo experienced the 
effects of the cold bath, to no ſalutary purpoſe. 


I cannot refrain from adding; (as I have not the original 
poem by me) in the words of the only tranſlation 
extant, ; 4 0 . | etl i 
« Phyſicians came and ſaw, and Mot their bead.” 


So, e ee 
Take learned Leach, 
The words of Creech, 
And ſhake not your head at 


Conſidering yourſelf as a gentleman of the Faculty, 


1 
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LETTER x. 
| — Mode—Thebis, modo ponit Athenis. 
| Hor, 


. — — | ' ; 
. 1 Þ L - ? © . 3 29 


81, 


F. Nees cn de petviiags er \comring Gl 
readers where and whence they pleaſe, I muſt beg 
the ſame indulgence; and having carried you ſafe (and 
I hope ſound) through the Plague at Athens; I beg 
leave now to bring you back again to the 4th Book of 
the Iliad, and to recall your attention to. the firſt 
wound there recorded. Pope has anticipated almoſt 
every thing, which I could ſuggeſt upon the various 


circumſtances that preceded it; to him therefore you 
are referred. It is not always that his comments are 


juſt, and here they are beautiful: but, reſpecting the 
peculiarities of the wound itſelf, he adopts. his uſual 
ſilence, and makes a common blunder in tranſlating. 


From your knowledge of the Grecian antiquities, 


vou cannot but feel the propriety of the paſſage of the 
arrow (from the bow of Pandarus) through the dif- 
ferent parts and joints of the armour of Menelaus; 


r 


Thc above verbatim et lier. 


8 WOUND or MENELAUS. 


why it ſhould fix in the thigh, and why it ſhould have 
ſo far ſpent its force, as to wound only the ſkin (and 
ſuperficial muſcles) for though Homer ſpecifies only 
« gia, cutem,” more muſt be implied than is ex- 
preſſed ; for had the ſkin of the hero been as thick as 
that of an elephant or rhinoceros, and as tough as 


— — yy ce wg 

Eoppies, Hal Te, d oPven xan Coivegbs. 
—=— then were diſtain'd with blood his thighs | 
. Well-form'd, his legs, and ancles fair beneath. 


Adonn Ns ſnowy ait aii: he framing la 


| Porz. 
Na, Mr. Pope! the blood does indeed trickle 
through the length of an Ale: ine; but all the 


* 


that of a crocodile, the arrow muſt have penetrated 
ſome of the muſcles, or ſome ſmall vein at leaſt; from 
the following deſcription, read and admire— 


6 byxus xs _—_— the barbs of the arrow projecting 


painting of the original is not preſerved. Read further, 


and you will find that Machaon, the army-ſurgeon, was 
ſent for (or in the medical phraſe) called in; but pre- 


viouſly to his arrival, Menelaus himſelf had perceived 


outſide 


WOUND or MENEL Aus. 2 


outhde wr conſequently that they had not penetrated; 
and he encouraged his afflicted brother Agamemnon 
from this lucky circumſtance: I am not quite clear 


that I exactly underſtand the affair of extracting the 


arrow. No learned commentator ever throws any 
light on theſe matters—advert to the original text:;— 
Machaon, on his arrival immediately extracted the 


arrow, (mark the expreſſion) © u g out of the 
belt; and while that was extracting, &« waa dyw des 


d, which Clarke tranſlates, © retry curvati ſunt 
acuti hami.” When' a tranſlator. has given à Latin | 


word for each Greek word, he thinks he has done his 


duty; and leaves the teader to gueſs the meaning: IS 
it meant, that the barbs were qply curved backwards, _ 


or that they were actually broken ? Do you inform 


me, if you can. The ſurgeon however removed the 
belt, tunic, &c. and then came to the naked wound; 
when, according to the ſimplicity, and unimproved 
ſtate of antient ſurgery; he fucked the wound, and 


applied lenient medicines, which Chiron, in his frieno- 


ſhip, had given to Æſculapius the father of Machaon. 
What this Chironian noſtrum was, the poet has not 
told us. Has he herein concealed his knowledge, or 
his ignorance? In my humble opinion, this ſaid wound 

9 of 


10 WOUND or | MENELAUS. 


of Menelaus is one of thoſe, that in a good conſtitu- 


tion muſt have ſoon healed of its own accord, from 


the mere efforts of Nature to repeve herſelf, 


P. S. All the intricacy in underſtanding this 
wound is eaſily removed, by recollecting that the 


difficulty of extracting the arrow aroſe from the 
reſiſtance of the belt, through which the barbs of the 


arrow had paſſed, but never entered the thigh; and 
in the belt it was that theſe barbs were incurvated, &c. 
which was the reaſon why the judicious ſurgeon 


removed the tunic, and other integuments, to come 


at the wound: it appears likewiſe, that the wound 
muſt have been very high up in * from all 


circumſtances. 
I cannot quit this fubjeRR, * without es a very 


glaring inſtance of duplicity in Minerva, and ſuch as 


ill became the Goddeſs of Wiſdom, or the daughter 
of Jove ; for ſhe firſt adyiſed Pandarus to break the 
truce by ſhooting an arrow at Menelaus ; and after- 


wards, by her celeſtial power, directed the well aimed 


arrow in ſuch a manner as it might not wound any 


vital part. What ſhall we ſay to this, or how is this 
conduct to be vindicated? Was it, that Minerva, 


conſidered 


w 


itu- 


Jo. WOUND or MENELAUS. 11 
conſidered in her military capacity as the Goddeſs of 
Arms, thought herſelf authorized, at any rate, to 
break the truce, and to renew the war, in which ſhe 
delighted, and over which ſhe officially preſided?ꝰ 


* A —_ 
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LETTER XII. 


COMPARISON 


or 
HOMER and VIRGIL, 


. ü — — 

S1 R, 
OU aſk my opinion cehoeing the Anatomical 

and Medical knowledge of Virgil. I mean 
very ſoon to give you my free ſentiments on that ſubject. 
For, in order to illuſtrate the matter of my laſt letter, 
Tintend in my next, or in ſome future letter, to con- 
ſider Eneas' ſecond wound in his thigh (for you will 
remember that he is rather ſupernaturally cured of one 
already in the Iliad) as recorded by Virgil in his 12th 
book : but I muſt beg leave to be indulged in a few 
previous remarks on the comparative excellencies of 


12 5 COMPARISON or 


the two beſt epic poems in the world.— Virgil has, 
properly ſpeaking, comprized both the ſubjects of the 
Iliad and and Odyſſey in bis Eneid: and though his. 
ſix laſt books are manifeſtly inferior to the Iliad? his 
fix firſt, or at leaſt two of them, (viz, the 4th and 6th 
Eneid) are apparently ſuperior to the Odyſſey; Virgil 
having, with great judgment, omitted ſome of the 
long ſtories, incredible facts, and other little abſurdities 
| that mark the old age of Homer, He ſeems .in his 
Odyſſey to be, what he has deſcribed his own old 
Neſtor in the Iliad, © narrative with age, and ſome- 
times forgetting himſelf a little What think you of 
Ulyſſes ſaving his life in the den of the giant Poly- 
| phemus by the ſubterfuge of a very indifferent pun ? 
Would ſuch low wit be borne in any modern Heroic- 
poem? Again, Ulyſſes in the Iliad is drawn as 2 vigi- 
unt yarrior; in the Odyſſey he is often a ſleeping hero, 
| and at thoſe times, of all others, in which it behoves 
him to be awake ; in his voyage he falls aſleep, and 
his companions let the wind out of their bags. But. 
of all ſeaſons, we ſhould ſuppoſe the long abſent hero 
E Would have his attention moſt kept up on the near 
proſpect of his native country; whereas, on. the 
| contrary, Ulyſſes after a ſhort and very proſperous 
| NY - voyage - 


SY 


his 


ies 


old 
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voyage ſrom the iſland of Phæatia, without. any pre- 
vious fatigue, or any other apparent cauſe,. is landed 
on the rough ſhore of Ithaca, (like a more modern 
knight in an enchanted caſtle) together with all his 
treaſures, in a moſt profound ſleep. Pray does not 
Homer himſelf nod a little? There are ſpots on the 
ſun, and they .are rendered the more viſible by the 
ſurrounding ſplendors. The ſame may be aid of 
the poem in queſtion _ | 
The moſt ſtriking difference — the Greek 
and Latin epic poem is, that the former is by much 
the more dramatic; the characters are the moſt dif- 
eriminated, and the deaths and wounds the moſt 
diverſified. This circumſtance is rather ſingular, 
when we take info conſideration the great improve- 
ments made in the ſcience of Anatomy afid Surgery, 
from Homet's time to Virgil's. The former appears 
to have beſt underſtood the human frame, and the latter 
to have confined his knowledge to the natural hiſtory 
and diſeaſes of animals: which, next to agriculture, 
ſeems to have beer his forte: and this knowledge” is 
moſt beautifully diſplayed in almoſt every page of the 
Georgics: perhaps the moſt finiſhed and correct 
poem that the world has ever produced, But the 
vol. 11. B practice 
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orattice.of medicine, even in Virgil's days, was con- 
fined to herbs and ſimples. 


Saure poteftates. herbarum, — 
To know the powers of herbs.—— 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| - Was all that the medical art could then boaſt of,— 
Antonius Muſa had indeed introduced the uſe of the 


cold bath medicinally ; but the poet, to diſcriminate 
the age he lived in, from that of which he wrote, by 
— — Natos ad flumina primùm 
| Deferimus, ſevique gelu duramus et undis. 
Strong from the cradle of a ſturdy brood, 
We bear our new-born infants to the flood. Dar. 
only means that the antient natives of Latium, (like 
the modern Ruflians) hardened the bodies of their 
infants, by bathing them in the cold ſtreams, amidſt. 
ice and ſnow, without any medicinal intention. 
According to the beſt accounts, Virgil's knowledge | 
of thoſe uſeful animals, dogs and horſes, firſt introduced 
him to the notice of his munificent patron Auguſtus, | 
An unexpected circumſtance obliges me; to break 
off abruptly. EY 
Ta Y &c. 


N. B. The 


1 


te 
Yy 


ce 


* 
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my ſubjet. You aſk me why I call Virgil's Æneid 


HOMER any VIRGIL. * 26 
N. B. The reaſon of Virgil's adopting the Epicureun 
ſyſtem in his 6th Eclogue, was becauſe that paſtoral _ 
mmm 
Wann 
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LETTER XIII. | 
THE POETRY: 


or 
LUCRETIUS. , 
Carmina ſublimis tunc ſunt peritura Luereti, 
Exitio terras cum Aabit una diet. Ovid. 


bd - 
i « a * © * . £ 4 F . 
. „ Ll . ” 


„San * | 
DU eee 

- the beſt excuſe for the ſhortneſs and infrequency 
of your letters; in anſwer to your laſt, before I can 
give you any ſatisfaction, I muſt digreſs a little from 


the ſecond beſt poem (you doubtleſs mean epic poem, 


for ſuch was my expreſſion) in any language. Nou 
Aatrer-me highly on the light that you ſay I have 
MIS | B2 thrown 


36 Tax POETRY | 

thrown on that dark fubjeQ, the Plague (as it has been 
commonly called) at Athens. You ſay that the ma- 
lignant ulcerous fore-throat (though you had never 


- previouſly marked the circumſtance) was moſt cer- 
tainly a leading ſymptom, if not the malady. itſelf, as 
| deſcribed by Lucretius; who, by the bye, did little 


more than verſify the account given by Thucydides. 


_ You ſeem, tacitly at leaſt, to upbraid me for under- 
rating or paſſing over in ſilence the excellent poetry 
of Lucretius—tq be candid with you; I confeſs my- 


ſelf prejudiced in disfavour of the poet, out of indig- 
nation and contempt of his philaſophical principles, 


- which I think are impiouſly abfurd ; and that he has 


tranſplanted many a Tas ; weed | from the | —_ of 
Epicurus. 
I have, in this remote part of the b with 


; great difficulty at laſt -procured an edition of Lucge- 
tus; on peruſing him, I obſerve, that where the 


fubject will admit, he is generally poetical; though 
his verſification is ſometimes inelegant, harſh, and 
unharmonious; and his thoughts, from the nature of 
the ſubject, ſometimes proſaic; but this very circum- 
ſtance gives him a certain kind of variety. I will do 
him all poetical juſtice, W abilities extend. 
Peruſe 


Deere. 
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— Peruſe his exordium, which is beautiful beyond * 
_ ſcription. The author, as a profeſſed philoſopher” of 
— pleaſure, opens his poem with a beautiful propriety, 
* by an addreſs to Venus, the Queen of Love, which 
oo he conſiders as a kind of plaſtic power which pervades 
tle the univerſe. The phraſe of © Zneadiim genetrix” 
es. anticipates, in ſome meaſure, the noble deſign of 
er- Virgil, in deriving the Roman race from Eneas, the 
Ty. r 
— and admit my flying tranſlation. be 

6” Te, Dea, te fugiunt venti b nk. FEY 
* Atventumque tum: tibi ſuaves dedala tellus. 

of Submittit flores; tibi rident aquora ponti, 

th The winds at thy approach, fair Goddeſs! fly, 

e- Nor intervening clouds obſcure the ſky ; 


| To thee wide Earth expands her incenſo ſiveet, 

And lays her choiceſt flowers at thy feet; | 
For thee old Ocean ſmiles in tranſport. bright, 
And Heaven around ſhines with difuſed. light, 


I am n not fond of ns Sth but indulge me 
with the following, and excuſe another flying verſion, 
1 | speaking 


% 
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| peaking of * the Grecian man,” een 
pf eminence, Epicurus—- | 
— uu vis anini perwicis, ot 4a 
* Pons thy? fri tak Md 
An ome immenſum peragravit mente animopue. 
ot Gracia's ſage the daring vivid mind 
To Nature's limits ſcorn'd to be confin'd; . 


He paſs'd the flaming bounds of time and place, 
And, in idea, reach'd the mighty void of ſpace. 


The ſublimity of the original merits the comment 
of a Longinus; and, if I miſtake not, your admired 
Milton has imitated theſe very verſes in one of the 
ſublimeſt paſſages of his Paradiſe Loſt.—Read a little 
further, and admire with me the deſcription of 


 Iphigenis's being ſacrificed at Aulis, under the ridi- 
culouſly-barbarous pretenee ({ juſtly condemned by 


the poet) of obtaining a fair wind for the Grecian 
fleet to Troy. Euripides has compoſed. a tragedy 


upon this very ſubject; but, much as 1 admire 
him, 1 doubt whether all he ſays in his extended 
Drama exceeds this ſhort deſcription—the philoſo- 
phical poet does more than deſcribe, he. actually paints; 
we {ge the lovely Iphigenia ſtanding before the altar 


of 


of 
lar 


. 


NT 
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of Dianaemiber! head n with the dewvted 
land —advert to the original. . wy 
: n | 
Es buns prepter ferrum celare minis. | 
wee nec in RIGS 
prieſty (thaſe ſacred. butchers I) artfully concealing the 
fatal knife, or dagger, from: the dreaded eyes of the 


3 


father ; the citizens weeping aound; and the ill-· fated 


victim, with ber maiden eyes. modeſtly fixed on the 
E in the bloom of youth, 

to be devatad at the pleaſumg fhrive of Hymen, 
— Time will not allow me a full et 


you to the deſcription. of. the winds, -- 


| Magn perro erated e 15 
eee. 2 
en edles lese Make, isa 


kit eee 


eaſian. Aud bis concluding ling 
eee n 
ee eee . of i 


fc in 9 OT 
3 Orizr Fit * Nous cl. 312 
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P.. On recpetufing W original deſetiprion; L find 
that a particular dejection of ſpirits preceded, or was 
at leaſt a leading ſymptom: of the malignant fever in 
Athens; as I believe it is now pretty univerſally al- 
lowed to beg of all 'malgnant' diſeaſes] without ex- 
ception: a clear proof that the peſtilential infection 

affects the nerves, and nervous fluid (if any ſuch there 
be) as ſoon or ſooner than it acts on the blood, whoſe 
texture perhaps it diſſolves by ſlo wer degrees: and 
the action of the Peruvian bark {the only ſpecific in 
theſe diſeaſes) ſo friendly to the nerves; is à further 
proof. To a phyſician how ſhall I ſufficiently exprefs 
my admiration of the virtues of this noble medicine ? 
What does it, or rather what does it not do? It is, 
perhaps, (as far as any medicine can be) a cordial for 
j the maladies of mind and body: It leſſens difeafed 
irritability, and. at the ſame-time reftores loſt ſenſi- _ 
| bility to the enfeebled nerves; and in a diſſolved ſtate | 
ol the blood, it tops the further progreſs of putrefue« | 
tion by a ſpecific quality. I ſay ſpeciſio, becauſe other 
aſtringents and bitters have not the ſame-power ; the 
modity that ever was imported from the new diſeo- = 
vered world of America; and in my humble opinion 


T3 & = 
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— al the gold'of Mexieol and Peri: 
and if the idea be not too enthuſiaſtic; it ſoems to be 
the rind of a tree, not unlike the tree of liſe in the 
garden: of Paradiſe; and had its efficacy been diſco- 
vered in the days of 1 n 
bene e eb tnt e- immortal. Cu; 


. 4 ! 
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| „ee dino 

| Now, ſerpent- like, in proſe he creeps che grounds 
In quibble Angel with Arch-angel join, $571 
OR Ag wth 
nien ung of * Sip Fon. 


et! %: 8 31124 


81, 161910 | * 

Q® admired Pope (however deficient in the 

higher lights of the imagination) is remarkable 
for condenfing more good fenſe in fewer words than 
any poet, antient or modern: and he has anticipated 
conciſely all that I could ſay at large in futther anſwer 
to your letter; wherein you think I degrade Milton's 
Paradiſe Loſt by giving peeference- to the Iliad and 


BEAUTIES or MILTON. 


Eneid. I think many parts of Milton, particularly 
great part of the firſt, ſecond, and ſixth Book; ſuperior 
to any thing in Homer: and think ſome other 
paſſages replete with proſaic ſentiment, flat thought, 
gingle of words, forced antitheſis, ; falſe ; wit, pun, 
quibble, &c. to. be as much below: Homer, Virgil, or 
any other epic poet whatever, in any age, whoſe works 
are come down to our hands, 

The beauties of Pafadiſe Loſt have | deck ſo ably 
and amply delinegted by the elegant pen of Addiſan, il ** 
that little or nothing can be added, - wiſt therefore 
barely to recall your recollection to the fituation of 
the fallen angels chained on the burning lake—their 
nine days“ aſtoniſhment, after their fall—the ſuperior 
ſtature of their chief © ſo proudly eminent,” the 
fiertè of his aſpiring” atibitio=when he declares 

4 to reign is worth ambition, tho“ in hell; 
WEN Better to.reign 1 in __ cz Heaven, 575 
Milton, often brings otlecde both, he .the eat. and 
ae |—when Saturn called on his aſſociates— 
| 45 Wann. 111 


22 a 


| 1% OF hell reounded.” inch 33141 12 
eee ee rhhhyic 
118. bil $113 66 bis anirra eres. ta avh874185 
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ce A ſhout, that tore hell's concave; and beyond | 
0 eh ann 
Mark 22331 120 2 „ 1 1 117 58 
6 — tall; „ eee e 
- eee 
Th' Imperial enſign: which, full high advanc'd, 
„ Shone like a meteor ſtreaming to the wind, 
% With gems and golden luſtre rich emblaz'd, 


po Seraphic arms and trophies ;” ne 
See]! when ee 


darly 
Erior . 
dther 


oy out flew 17 70 

cc Millions of flaming ſwords, drawn wk Ge Wie 
«« Of mighty Cherubim: the ſudden bse 
Far round illumin'd hell. 


Behold the ſudden and wonderful erection of the 


the 
«© Pandzmonium, (the high capital | 4 
f « Of Satan and his peers,” n (#6 * * 
„ which * roſe Rke 2: 


„ Exhalation,” a 5123661 
Spirits. to ſmalleſt imm © 1 
% Reduc'd their ſhapes immenſe.) - 


— 
There was yet left room < within 
That ** in their own dimenſions, eden, 1 11 
. ©© The great ſeraphic lords and cherubim «#1 
{I ace v i2 bj Hot he Hr 94 
t, Mark 
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:Aneid.. I abe parts of Milton, particularly 
great part of the firſt, ſecond, and ſixth Book; ſuperior 
to any thing in Homer: and think ſome other 
pallages.replete with proſaie ſentiment, flat thought, 
gingle of words, forced antitheſis, ; falſe ; wit, : pun, 
quibble, &c. to be as much; below: Homer, Virgil, or 
any other epic poet whatever, in any age, whoſe works 
are come down to our hands, | 
The beauties of Paiadiſe Loſt have been ſo ably 
and | amply delineated by the elegant pen of Addiſon, 
that little or nothing can be added, -I wiſh thereſore 
barely to recall your recollection to the fituation of 
the fallen angels chained on the burning lake—their 
nine days“ aſtoniſhment. after their fall—the ſuperior 
ſtature of their chief & ſo proudly eminent,” the 
fiertè of his aſpiring” atibitiohi=when he declares 
to reign is worth ambition, tho' in hell; 
2 Better to reigu i in hell than ſerye in Heaven. 17 
6 Milton, often brings objects both. to the ef and 
qd !|—when Saturn called on his afſociates— 
855 . 
41146 Of hell reſounded.” | 
And a little further on, Ut! eee TOP © ©: 
Wis: a3:l;- /# ks ive ba pln oh] is 60 
112 p 1 A ſhout, 


BEAUTIES or MIL TON. 23- 
« A ſhout, that tore hell's concave; and beyond 
«« Frighted the reigu of chaos and old night.“ 
Mark © 67 394 4557 7 e t * % 826% 
6 Azazel——w—cherub tall. 
Who forthwith from the glittering ſtaff unfurl'd 

„ Imperial enſign: which, full high advanc'd, 
„ Shone like a meteor ſtreaming to the wind, 

ce With gems and golden luſtre rich emblaz'd, 

o Seraphic arms and trophies 3” 4 it 
See! when 12 


cc out flew hee 
ce Millions of flaming ſwords; drawn bl Ga e 


A „of mighty Cherubim: the fudden blaze” © 
ior « Far round illumin'd hell 77 
he Behold the ſudden and wonderful ereftion of the 


„ Pandemonium, the high capital 1 
85 Of Satan and his peer, 15 . * 
ED Which © roſe ke a 
60 Exhalation tion, We e e my 
Spirits to ſmalleſt om ? 
7 ** Reduc'd their ſhapes immens.) - 
| 'There was yet left room an 15 lier; 152721 
That ** in their own dimenſions, ke dende, 
OR WIC) 
een. 
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Mark Te Þ 3 © lt Nn 3617 ord . 
g ier | how *-ſhone; ; 188 
« Above them all th* Arch-angel ; but his face 
«© Deep ſcars of thunder had iatrench'd,””__:... 


Theſe ſublime images clo th ft Book. 


I feel inclined to go on; but 1 find myſelf checked 
in the career, when 1 reconſider that that Britiſh 
Longinus, Addiſon, has been 10 very diffuſe and co- 
pious in his remarks on the beauties of Milton, chat it 
is hardly poſſible to ſay any thing new; though it were 
an. ealy, were it not at the ſame time an invidious 
taſk, to diſcover numberleſs glaring Faults, « thick. as 
- autumnal leaves,” which Addiſonian candour has paſſed 
over in- filence : but of this more hereafter, . 

I ſhall therefore at preſent only beg to recall your 
attention to the debates of the fallen Angels in the 


houſe of Pandzmanium, - in the ſecond Book; but 


particularly to the daring voyage of Satan through the 
regions of chaos. I do not know that. any one has 
hitherto made the- ſame obſervation ; but from my 
recent peruſal of Lucretius, it appeats:pretty evident 
that Aline he#1ds philepite frinvighs in- idea=—let 
the poet ſpeak for himſelf, t. 

«« Por hot, cold, moiſt and dry, cs aig Rides 
E | Nee « Strive 


BEAUTIES os MILTON. = 
« Stiäve here for-maſtery, and to datl briog | 


Their embryon Atoms. A* $44.40 


And again, when Satan * meets a vaſt yacuity.” 
Do you not immediately think on the Vacuum or Inant 
of Lucretius ? 

And laſtly, the remarkable "phraſe of & CHANCE 
governs all,” is evidently derived from the fame foun- 
tain; though the well-judging Milton has with great 
addreſs confined the Epicurean abſurdities to the chi- 
merical realms of chaos, which the Roman Epicurean 
bard bas blindly introduced into the ſyſtem of the ex- 
iſting univerſe. —For other ſtriking paſſages of the 
Paradiſe Loſt tyrn to the beginning of the third, Book, 

*« Hail, holy light, offspring of heaven firfl-born !” | 
And to Satan's ſpeech to the ſun in the 4th Book : 

SO thou, that with ſurpaſſing glory crown'd,, | Ti 

„ Look'ſt from thy ſole dominion, like the God 

Of chis new world, &c. &c. a 


And laſtiy, continue your* attention on to the He 
Book; and tell me if any bold images in Homer's 
battle of the Gods equal in any degree the fight of 
the Angels, and the . G of the 
Meſſiah; when he 


vox. 111. Re + « Tn 


— — ä 
— — —2— ũ—e . — — es 
- ” — — — — = 4 A 
* 


26 BEAUTIES or MILTON. 


Ju the chariot of paternal Deity 
© Under whoſe burning wheels 
<< 'The Readfaſt Empyrean ſhook throughout, 
All but the throne itſelf of Gad, 
And ** in celeſtial panoply all arm'd, 
And“ at whoſe right hand Victory | 
* Sat eagle - wing d,“ when he, © in his right hand 
«© Graſping ten thouſand thunders, — 
% O'er ſhields, and helms and helmed heads he rode 
* Of mighty ſeraphim proſtrate @C 
«© Yet half his ſtrength he put not forth, but check'd 
« His thunder in mid voly.“ 


I know no poet, antient or modern, from whom theſe 


great ideas can be borrowed ; but in many other cir. 
cumſtances of the angelic conflict I think Milton 
takes a few ideas from the Heſiod. 1 freely confeſs 
likewiſe with the great Dryden, that till I came to the 
ſixth Book, I was alittle inclined to believe that the 
Devil was Milton's hero.—In the concluſion of this 
letter, I mean to pay all due attention to your profeſ- 
ſion, and will treat you with an Angelic, or perhaps, 
more properly ſpeaking a Diabolic wound, 
| che ſword 

po or Michael from the armory of God 

«« Was given him temper'd fo, that neither keen 


cc Nor 
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<< Nor ſolid might reſiſt that edge: it met | 

«« The ſword of Satan, with ſteep force to ſmite | 

«© Deſcending ; and in half cat ſneer; nor ſtaid, 

«« But with ſwift wheel reverſe, deep entring ſhar'd 

«« All his right fide: then Satan firſt knew pain, 

« And writh'd him to and fro* convolv d; fo fore. 

«« The griding ſword with diſcontinuous wound 

«« Paſz'd thro? him: but th” ethereal ſubſtance clos'd, 

«© Not long diviſible ;" and from the gaſh © 

«« A ſtream of nectarous humour iſſuing flow'd, 

, Sanguine (ſuch as cceleſtial Spi'rits may bleed).” 
This ſeems a proper wound for one angel to inflict; 
and another to ſuſtain. Some part of theſe lines are 
imitated from Homer; but there is no Machaon re- 
quired for. the cure of this wound; ſince happy ſpi- 
ritual wounds (if I may be allowed ſuch an expreſſion) 
heal ſpontaneouſly. This is an idea different from 


Homer's notions ; for the wounds of his Mars and 


Venus, as I have obſerved, could not be healed withput 
the divine aſſiſtance or ſurgery of Pæan. | 

Attend likewiſe to a Miltonic death -wound : ure 
this is alſo remarkable for being the firſt death on 


record: when Cain murdered Abel 


AA he 


* Snow hm in he cat with fs, 


ame, 


ce And 
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And beat ont life; he fell; and deadly pale 
« Grean'd out his ſoul, with guſhing blood effur'd,?? 
This laſt line is Virgil all over: © Yitaque cum gemitu,” 
and again, © tenuemgue — ſanguine vitam.” We have 
very little room given for judging of the anatomical 
knowledge of Milton: but I think this wound is very 
defenſible, as we are told that the tone ſmote into 
the diaphragm; though we are not told in what part, 
or in what direction. But it might probably enough 
wound the aorta, or poſſibly the vena cava and * 


Cauſe the effuſion of blood deſcribed. 
Thave not yet done with you in your anatomical ea- | 


pacity; but I mean next to introduce you into a kind 
'of — hoſpital—look and ſee 


| * — immediately: a place by 
© Before his eyes appear'd, ſad, noiſome, dark, 
A Lazar-houſe it ſeem'd; wherein were laid 
* Numbers of all diſcas'd: all maladies 
«« Of ghaſtly ſpaſm, or racking tortures, qualms 
„ Of heart-fick agony, all fev'rous kinds, 
“ Convulfions, epilepſies, fierce catarrhs, 
« Inteſtine tone and ulcer, cholie pangs, 
„ Dzmoniac phrenſy, moaping melancholy, 
a And moon * piniog atrophy, 
oh ** Maraſmus 


x *. "T%. 
* A a , 
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4. Maraſinus, and wide-waſting peſtilence z 
te Dropſies, and aſthmas, and joint-racking rheums.” 
Here is a tremendous enumeration of maladies for 


bay 
ave your medical conſideration | The- author ſeems to 
cal enumerate diſcaſes with. a ſcientific propriety ; though 


I do not clearly comprehend what idea he meant to 


e 

3 convey by the epithet © fierce,” as applied to catarrhs. 
rt, Is not this more poetical than medical? I have heard 
oh of a phyſician who dared to pronounce the above ca- | 
ſo talogue imperfect, becauſe there was no mention of 
P the gout; but I rather think there is great judgment 
* in the omiffion: for, in my opinion the Arthritis was 
"= no ante-diluvian complaint. It certainly originated 


from luxury: ſince no ſavage nations, that live in a 
ſtate of nature, Armeen 
keel its effects hat think you? 1 


Yours, &c. 
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| 


they occaſionally treat of arts and ſciences, thejs } 


things be enlightened with the charms of poetry. 


notion of the plurality of worlds, and of the extended 
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Sin | panic 
ILTON's See * Learning has been 


AVE juſtly cenſured; for poets are generally ſup- 
poſed at leaſt to write from inſpiration, And when 


knowledge ſbould ever be expreſſed in poetical, and 
not in technical language, which is more or leſs pro- 
faic: whereas the depths of philoſophy ſhould of all 


Many of the abſtruſe terms of art in the Paradiſe 
Loft are not very intelligible ; but, I think in ſome 
places, the ideas are unſcientific. I mean to give you 
two inſtances, that I have never ſeen remarked by any 
one: In the third Book, Satan is deſcribed as paſſing 
« among innumerable ſtars” that ſeem'd © other 
worlds;” a clear proof that the author poſſeſſed a juſt 


ſyſtem of the univerſe : but read a little further, and 
, * ? you 


—_— wo ww » end 
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ou will perceive, that ſpeaking of the fun's © magnetic 
zeams,” he ſays; that it “ gently warms the UNI. 
VERSE ;” whereas, in ſtrict aſtronomical propriety, 
could only mean that the ſolar beam warms thoſe 
planets, that revolve round him; and which, together 
rith the ſun, compoſe the ſolar fyſtem. Again, in 
ie 4th Book, ng oy Oe 
gona ſun-beam,” he ſays, 

1 wit 
«© In autumn thwarts 
Ts not this idea again a little unphiloſophical ? Does 
he not compabe Uriel's motion to à motion that never 
occurs? Milton certainly, as an eminent aſtronomer, 
could not be at a loſs to learn, that ſtars neither ſhook 
nor fall, —But what would a modern critic N 
— in an heroic poem ? | 
: 4 To know, , no more,” 
And of 


a falling *ſtar, 


47 —— 


— 
But above all | | | 
£ dene wit rations hr | 

g m 


c 8 his 
ſpeaking of Lucifer, it is ſaid, he . 


Dropt from the zenith like a falling ſtar. 
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| Theſe few. inſtances have eſcaped the penetration 
of Addiſon, who has moſt delightfully diſplayed the 
ſhining parts of Miltonian poetry; but I think Pope 
js a better and keener judge of the glaring ſaults; and 
he has, - after his uſual manner, expreſſed more mean- 
ing in three lines than ſome critics would do in thirty 
pages: and it is under the ſanction of ſo great a man, 
that I dare to proceed, From him I have taken my 
text; — to which let mef advert— 


« And God the Father turns a School-Divine.” 


Read ſome of the ſpeeches attributed to him, and 
you may perhaps think with me, that as Milton was 
a great logician, and famous diſputant; he had perhaps 
: ſome celebrated profeſſor or moderator of the Divinity- 
ſchools in his eye, when he compoſed theſe logical, 
but unpoetical ſpeeches. - I do not diſlike altogether 
puns in their proper places; but I think they are every 
way beneath the dignity of the heroic muſe, 

Milton ſpent part of his life under the dull reign of 
bigot James, when quibbles were in high faſhion : 
when the Monarch quibbled from the throne, the 
Prelate punned from the pulpit, and the Lawyer at 
the bar. That our inimitable Shakeſpeare ſhould be 
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bade en ads view in ſome- of the moſt pathetic 
parts of his Drama, is not very wonderful; ſince he 
onverſed very little with the antient claffics : but 
his circumſtance is the more extraordinary, in our 
Engliſh Homer, (if I may ſo call him) becauſe he 
ormed' his taſte upon the model of the Iliad, ZEneid, 
and other epic poems. The Greek. epic poet never 
pun'd but once in all his enen 


KOman: never. | 
Milton (in his Gay, POR. Ari the ta- 
rent occurrence of the fifth of November) has with 
e Lite propelcty ade the Devit the inventor: of 
rs, and perhaps he intended to attribute 
the invention of puns likewiſe to a diabolical originz 
for after the Satanic hoſts had, by a kind of gunpowder 
plot, in ſome meaſure overthrown the Arch-angels, 
by their heavy cannon ſhot ; they afterwards peppered 
them with a volley of light-armed puns like ſmall ſhot: 
Reſpecting their nature, ſince they were practiced by 
Devils, I can only add, they are fo far characteriſtic, 
they are Deviliſh bad ones, —Longinus ſomewhere ad- 
viſes, that a critic ſhould comment upon a poet, in 
language like his own ; the application is obvious, 
and 
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and I ſcreen myſelf, from your reſentment by a pre- 
cedent from ſuch reſpectable authority, - 


P. 8. Milton's fame does not entirely depend 
upon the Paradiſe Loft: his Sampſon Agoniſtes, (a 
tragedy compoſed after the manner of the Grecian 
dramatiſts, accompanied with chorus, &c. &c.) would 
not have diſgraced the Athenian ſtage; his Maſk of 
Comus likewiſe is exquiſitely beautiful: reſpecting 
his Paradiſe Regain'd, more hereafter; but without 
- fingular merit of being one of the beſt proſe writers 
of his ago, | 


pre- 
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OUR correſpondence is ſo far like the proceed- 
ings of the high Court of Chancery, that it 
onſiſts chiefly of interrogatives; in anſwer to your 
aft quere, I do not think quite ſo contemptibly of. 
ilton's+ Paradiſe Regain'd as you have been taught 
o imagine. This is a great falling off indeed! The 
mighty genius of Milton, like the ſtrength of his 
Hercules Sampſon,” though loſt i in the general, 


breaks 
+ The ſubject of this little heroic poem (which is ſo far perfect, 
t leaſt according to Ariſtotle's rules, that it has a beginning, a middle, 
ad end,) is the temptation of Chriſt in the wilderneſs. The ſpace 
df time in which the action is included is very ſhort indeed ; the 
hole time that Chriſt remained in the wilderneſs, according to the 
criptural account, is forty days: and the temptation began nearly at 
he end of theſe days. The ſcene is chiefly in the deſert, though 
dccafionally it changes to the top of an exceeding high mountain, and 
d the pinnacle or battlement of the temple of Jeruſalem. 
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breaks out again at intervals. The firſt part of the 
poem is rather proſaic, and in ſome parts conſiſts 
chiefly of ſcriptural narration : and it is here, if ever, 
that his poetry ſuffers from his divinity. 

Modo ponit Athenis, would be no bad motto for my 
deſultory epiſtles—apropos of Athens !—it is your 
and my favourite ſpot of the whole globe. Read how 
the poet deſcribes its ſituation, edifices, and other 
diſtinguiſhing circumſtances. 

. SE da ———Þehbold * 
6 re fans, a city ſtands, ' 

Built nobly, pure the air, and light the foil, 

Athens, the eye of Greece, mother of arts 

And eloquence; native to famous wits 

Or hoſpitable, in her ſweet receſs 
City or ſuburbs, ſtudious walks and ſhades.” 


You, 1 know, are much enamoured of the poetical 
philoſophy of Plato—tak 's on words— _ 
« See there the olive- Academe, . 

% Plato's retirement; where the attic bird 
. Tau. ber uc ved notes the-fummer long,” 
Ariſtotle-is another of your old favourites; 
—D2DL»Matk—" there Iliſſus rolls 


« Hi mir a n 
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% The ſchools of antient ſages : HIS, who bred 

«« Great Alexander to ſubdue the world.“ 
\nd remark likewiſe the poet's gratitude to * great 
aſter; when, after the mention of _ 
« —- Zolian charms, and Dorian lyric odes,” 
e ſpecifes 

„ HIS, who gave them breath, but higher fung, 

„ Blind Meleſigenes thence Homer call'd, | 

«© Whoſe poem Phoebus challeng'd for his own.” | 
Milton appears to have been well acquainted with 
Eſchilus, the father of the Greek tragedy, as well as 
with Sophocles and Euripides, the ſucceſſive improvers; 
but, when you conſider the dignity and ſublimity of 
the two firſt, and the elegant ſententious brevity of 
the latter; we may, I think, conclude that Æſchylus 
and Sophocles were meant by ſome, and Euripides® 
by the other parts, af the following lines. Read and 
determine, 1 

„ Thence what the lofty grave Tragedians taught 

In chorus or Iambic, teachers beſt 

* Milton, in his Treatiſe (Tractate he calls it) on Education, 

pecifies only Sophocles and Euripides, as the authors of © Attic 
ragedies of ſtatelleſt and moſt regal argument; though it is a little 


ingular, that among the Latin claſſics, he recommends the peruſal of 
ucretius. 
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«« Of moral prudence,. with delight receiv'd 

In brief ſententious precepts; while they treat 

* Of fate, and chance, and change in humad life, 

«© High actions and high paſſions beſt deſcribing. * 

Next to the famous orators repair 

** Thoſe antient, whoſe reſiſtleſs eloquence 

«« Wielded at will that fierce Democratie 

«© Shook th* arſenal and fulmin'd over Greece 

To Macedon, and Artaxerxes' throne.” 
By the phraſe “ famous orators, the poet might poſ- 
ſibly allude to the Athenian orators in general; or he 
might diſtantly glance at the poliſhed Ifocrates, or 
ZEſchines the rival of Demoſthenes: but by the words 
« fulmin'd over Greece, I imagine he could mean 
nothing but what I call the thundering conciſeneſs of 
Demoſthenes himſelf; and which I wiſh you to com- 
pare with the full ſonorous ſtudied periods of your 


admired Cicero. 
© To ſage philoſophy i lend thine ear, 
From Heav'n deſcended to the low- roof d houſe 
* Of Socrates; ſee there his tenement, 
* Whom, well-inſpir'd the oracle pronounc'd 
«© Wiſeſt of men; from whoſe mouth iſſu'd forth | 
5 Mellifluous ſtreams, that water'd all the ſchools 


«© Of Academics, old and new.” bh 
: Milton 
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Milton was ſo fond of Socrates (the founder of moral 


philoſophy) that he has mentioned him once, before in 
this poem : and he then intimated his luffering and 
death.—In conſidering the occaſional beauties that lie 
ſcattered up and down in Paradiſe Regain' d, like 
a few ſcanty flowers in a dry. barren deſert; [ cannot 
but do Milton the juſtice to ſay, that in his deſcription 


of the ſeveral nations and empires of the world, lie 


has adorned it with a profuſion of hiſtorical and geo- 
graphical knowledge: and he has judie iouſly charac- 
terized the military glories of Rome © Impetial city 
cc on ſeven ſmall hills,” and cenſured the barbarous | 
Gladiatorial exhibitions, &c. in the Circenſian- ſhews. 


a 


or Games. 
«« their ſports to blood cart 


« Of 6ghting men, and men to beaſts expoſed.” | 
which he has contraſted with the civilized humanity 
poliſhed taſte, ſcience, and liberal arts of Attica,— 
Milton likewiſe ſeems fo ſenſible of the; ſublimer 
beauties of the facred Scriptures, that he happily 


adverts to 
«© The Hymns and Pſalms with artful terms inſerid d. 


W 


© —— the Hebrew 2 and Am in Bal 
„ That pleas'd ſo well the Viftors' ears.“ 1364; > 
D2 And 
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And it | }4 | 1 ; wa 
To (. Sion's ſongs to to all true taſte excelling.” 


And, ſpecking of the inſpired Prophets of Iſrael ; he, 1 
with judgment, particularizes 4 
« Their majeſtic unaffected ſtile.” 

I alſo very much like the Tempeſt i in the Wilderneſs, "3 
(vide Book the 4th) when = 
Either tropic now * 

| ſo 


Gan thunder,” 
And when 

„% Morning Gir | 

„Came forth with pilgrim ſteps in amice gray.” 
And likewiſe, when 1 


r 1 

After a night of ſtorm fo rainous, 
* Chear'd up their choiceſt notes in buſh and ſpray, bs 
oy To gratulate the feet return. of man. * 


Yours, &c. &c * 


P. S. The death of Socrates (that philoſophical 
martyr,) naturally leads, from the manner of it, to 
medical reflections; ſince it is well known that he 


1s, 
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was executed (as was the manner with the Atheniart 
criminals) by being compelled to drink a quantity of 
the juice of hemlock, ee as the Greeks termed 
it, I cannot now recolle& from what authority give 
the anecdote; but I am very clear that I have read it 
in ſome author; that after Socrates had ſwallowed the 
uſual quantity of the poiſonous juice, the executioner, 
or the-man who prepared it, told him that if he talked 
ſo much, it would be found neceſſary to give him 
another doſe : does not this in ſome meaſure lead to a 
diſcovery of the effects, or modus operandi, of the poiſon ? 
And may we not ſuppoſe, that the intenſe exertion of 
the philoſopher's mind and voice in ſpeaking loud, &c. 
might ſuſpend, or for a time countera@ the ſedative: 
and deleterious quality of the hemlock? Since Storch, 
an ingenious practitioner of Vienna, has publiſhed his 
Treatiſe on the ſalutary effects of the Cicuta, and ſome 
other reputed. vegetable poiſons; it has been the faſhion 
to exhibit poiſons as medicines : and this much-at leaſt 
| D:3 | may 


* Kayeroy, theme dane, a cone. This conium is given as a genus 
by Linnæus; and the conium maculatum, the ſpotted hemlock, or 
what is now given under the name of cicuta, is only a ſpecies. It 
is remarkable that Galen, ſpeaking of hemlock, pronounces it to be 
food for cranes, —— anna Sc (916-4 01-8 4. 
n . | 
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may be ſaid in favour of the practice; that as the moſt 
ſalutary medicines given injudiciouſly and miſapplied, 
may act as poiſons on ſome conſtitutions; ſo perhaps 
the moſt notorious vegetable and mineral poiſons, ju- 
diciouſly exhibited, in ſmall quantities, may act as the 
moſt efficacious remedies in ſome deſperate diſeaſes. 
The extractum cicutz is now much in vogue.—l once 
had a fair opportunity of ſeeing its efficacy in the full 
extent. I know a gentleman who took it, without 
intermiſſion, and without taking any other medicine 
whatever, for four or five months: he cautiouſly be- 
gan with a grain at a doſe, and increaſed the quantity 
gradually. The medicine at firſt was very unpleaſant, 
and had many diſagreeable operations; it affected the 
head, t and was truly narcotic ;* and was ſo far the re- 
- verſe of opium, that it intoxicated without exhilirating. 
After ſome time the conſtitution was ſo. habituated to 


* 


I It does not appear that Socrates was affected in his head; ſince 
he kept his ſenſes and recollection to the laſt; by his laſt words he 
coolly deſired his friend to ſacrifice a cock to /Eſculapius, the God 
or Inventor of Medicine: if he intended to be jocular, I do not 
know but that he might mean, that reſpecting himſelf, Wan 
done its beſt and its worſt. 


* Narcotic, a Greek word, literally fignifies * gupitying a term 
happily expreſſive of the effects of hemlock; but * reer * 
plied to opium and ſome other pe 
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the action of the cicuta, that the patient could take a 
dram or more at a doſe, three or four times a day: 
he was by the faculty univerſally allowed to labour 
under a cancerous complaint; ; and ſuch I believe it 

certainly was. I cannot ſay that he was by any 
means cured ;' but he was apparently, for the tine 
at leaſt, very much relieved... I noticed one parti- 
cular; when the patient began with taking the 
extract of hemlock; his pulſe beat about 73; in a 
minute; whereas before he entirely diſcontinued the 
uſe of it, I frequently felt and "meaſured his. pulſe by 
a ſtop watch; and it never exceeded 68 or 69. Lhave 
given you an authentic ſtate of facts, comment an 
them at your pleaſure. 
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ah I have carried you out of the road; in extenuation 
4 of my deviation, you will recollect that you have 

deen carried through PARADISE: but I now bring 
you back to the pleaſant page of Virgil. It is difficult 


to diſtinguiſh between the different agreeable ſenſations 
of the human mind; but if I may be allowed to ex- 


preſs my own ſenſations I feel myſelf aſtoniſhed at 


the amazing powers of Homer; yet I feel myſelf rather 
more pleaſed with the milder exertions of Virgil. His 


finiſhed ſtile is like the correct colouring of a painting 


by Titian: the nearer you ſtand to it, and the cloſer 
and longer you examine, the more you will admire. 
Reſpecting the ſcience of Virgil, you that are a. 


perfect Linnæan, will diſcover a number of Botanical 


beauties in the Virgilian deſcription of herbs, that- 
eſcape my notice. © Florefitem cytiſum” occurs more 
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than once in the Ectogues—you that know that the 
herb is in flower almoſt every month in the year, will 
feel the propriety of the phraſe. I remark in general, 
that moſt epithets joined to herbs, in the Paſtorals, or 
the Georgics, are ſo far expreſſive of their qualities, 
that they may be almoſt faid to give a ſhort hiſtory of 
the herb, or plant, or fhrub; though I think there is 
one inſtance to. the contrary : when, in the ſecond 
Eclogue, Theftilis makes = ' meſs of pottage for 
reapers, fatigued with the intenſe heat of the fun, in 
Heron of the hin- when hae desde neger: 
eee noi r e 
The word © olentes“ being of an aa 
at WT and meaning, and expteſfive ef any ſtrong ſmell, - 
whether agreeable or diſagreeadle; the learned reader 
is left in doubt whether he ought to refer to the feetor 
of the garlick or to the fragrance of the thyme, 
All epic poets have zvailed themſelves of alt the 
arts and ſciences of the age in which they lived : and 
they have been likewiſe more or leſs prejudiced by the 
faſhionable errors of the times. The Romans were 
a warlike illiterate people, and knew very little of na- 
} tural cauſes and effects. Judicial aſtronomy, (a ſpecies 
| Pd of 
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of conjuring philoſophy) was much the vogue at Rome; 

witneſs the great encouragement there given to Chal- 
dæan loothſayers, Jew-jugglers, and Egyptian fortune- 
tellers, Virgil himſelf ſeems to have been infected 
with this general infatuation. . ; Auguſtus, for aught J 
know, might be weak enough to believe, that from 
the marks of the body the configuration of the planets 
might be gathered: and that the marks likewiſe might 
| be told by knowing the nativity. / This accounts for 
the ftory, otherwiſe unaccountable and yet well au- 
thenticated, by which we are informed, that Auguſtus 
had moles upon ſome, part of his body, which Virgil 
made believe reſembled the conſtellation called Urſa 
Major; and thence propheſied his future fame and 
glories. By the bye, I think that a great bear, the 
literal tranſlation of . Urſa Major,” was no bad em- 
blem of a Roman Emperor: fer by the we authentic 
hiſtorical accounts; Auguſtus, in the beginning of his 
reign, was very cruel and ſavage, before he was civi- 
lized by! the barmonious numbers of Virgil and 
Horace; , who, Orpheus: like, by their ee tranſ- 
mes a brute into a man. | 
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O renew the 8 of my laſt . you may 
recollect that Virgil was the ſon of ſome wan- 
dering aſtrologer, whoſe . is not delivered down 
in hiſtory. l 
Octavius Cæſar, 8 called 38 com- 
menced his reign with ſome eruelties and barbarities, 
em- ¶ to be exceeded only by a Nero or Caligula. I ſhudder 
ntic I while I relate, (Borreſco referens); your penetration, I 
his dare ſay, in one ſingle inſtance, anticipates my refe- 
ivi- rence to what ] call the barbarous maſlacre of Cicero. 
and You are much better verſed in the Roman hiſtory than 
n- myſclf. He was, to the beſt of my recolleRtion, the 
promoter of the Emperor's advancement :. What lan- 
guage then can deſcribe his baſe ingratitude ? When 
he (with ſeeming reluctance) conſented to the death 
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of- Cicero, a Roman of the firſt-learning, and at leaft 
the ſecond orator that the world has hitherto produced. 
The reigning Emperor was deeply verſed in the know - 
ledge of prudential politics and ſelf-intereſt ; ſenſible 
therefore, -perhaps too late, of an indelible ſtigma on 
his character, he ever afterwards patronized men of 
genius ; but not all the charms of Virgilian and Ho- 
ratian poetry could ever eraſe the record of an au- 
thentic hiſtorical fact, which will , e 
ingratitude to lateſt poſterity. 

I fear that Virgil was a bit of a Court ebe 

It was perhaps little ſhort of treaſon, to mention the 

Roman orator at the Auguſtine court. 

Virgil has, as far as he could with any decency. 
ſtigmatiſed the railing eloquence of Cicero in his 
Philippics, under "the ſcurrilous oration of Draùces. 
The phraſes: lingua mehr,” . frigida bello dextera,” 
are too ſarcaſtically and characteriſtically pointed to 

be miſunderſtood, even by a ſchool-boy, - Again, the 
. prejudiced poet has refuſed to introduce Cicero in his 
_ Elyſian fields, though after the mention of *Cataline's 
puniſhment in Tartarus, he makes a viſible chaſm in V. 
the Roman hiſtory, by never allading to the vigilant il be 
* Vide ZEneid the 8th, under the article . Shield of Rhea. 
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and conſummate ſtateſman, whe preſerved Rome from 
the moſt daring and dangerous conſpiracy that ever 
threateaed the Common-Wealth. I can ſcarcely re- 
frain from exclaiming much injured Gcero⸗ ſpite 
of an Imperial junto, and a Court- cabal; poſterity 
ſhall continue to do juſtice to thy neglected name: 
for thy orations are, and will be read and admired, 
as long as oratory ſhall be popular, qr the Roman 
language intelligible, You, Sir, will the more rea- 
dily excuſe this digreflion, ſince it is in favor of 
that Latin. author, whom you profeſs to admire of 
all others. You will remember alſo, that your great 
friend Lord Mansfield, in his youth, formed his taſte 
for oratory on the Ciceronian plan; as the late. Lord 
Chatham formed his oratory on the plan of Demoſthenes. 
And theſe Britiſh ornaments, both of them in their 
ſeveral capacities, approached nearer than any ora- 
tors of the preſent age, to the models which they 
adopted. But enough of orators | let us return to 
the poet. | 

There are many wonderful dels recorded of 
Virgil's extenſive knowledge: by ſome he is faid to have 
been an eminent floriſt, (he certainly exhibited poetical | 
and rhetorical flowers in abundance) he is likewiſe 
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aid to haye been ſo profeſſed a naturaliſt, that he has II gefe 
ſolved more phenomena, and upon more ſolid prin- and 
ciples than Ariſtotle in his phyſics. He is alſo recorded WM grap 
to have Qudied geometry, the moſt oppoſite of all then 
ſciences to a poetical genius, and the beauties of a form 
lively imagination. He is again reported to have been Wl taloę 
a great geographer, and that he has left us the fineſt 
deſcription of antient Italy any where to be found: ¶ che; 
but here I muſt beg leave to ſtop a little. It is not ll the 
from panegyrical accounts of others; but from the pain 
author's own works, that we can truly judge of his of n 


4 


ſcience. 7 . natu 
Homer, who may be conſidered as the inventor of Na be 
the Grecian geography, has deſcribed antient Greece, yard: 
ſo very accurately, (probably from his own obſervation Wl petu; 
in his travels) that he has been reckoned the father of I ferer 
the ſcience. +, Virgil has deſcribed the antient ſtates of WM Virg 
Italy almoſt as accurately and poetically, (I ſay almoſt Wi and! 
for I think that upon the whole Homer has an apparent WW —of 
preference,) with this diſtinction; that Virgil does not ll ber | 
go on in a regular ſeries of town after town, in the of he 
natural order that Homer does; but frequently leaps givir 
from one city to another, ſometimes at half the diſ- Wh tran! 
tance of Italy: though I do not think this as any I ſuch 
| defect 
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defect; when we conſider that poets deſcribe poetically, 
and are not confined to the dull regularity of à geo- 
graphical map. Homer and Virgil were, both of 
them, what I call poetical landſcape-painters; the 
former has included all his deſcription in the Ca- 
talogue of the ſhips; whereas the latter has in fact 
given two catalogues 3 the one at the concluſion of 

the 7th book, and the other that of the auxiliaries Mp 
the Trojangjin the 10th book. Both theſe landſcape- 
painters have given us occahonally entertaining ſcenes 
of many countries, drawn in their livelieſt and moſt 
natural colours; whilſt we meander with: them amid 
a beautiful variety of towns, havens, foreſts, vine- 
yards, groves, mountains, and rivers; and are per- 
petually amuſed with their obſervations o on the dif- 
ferent ſoils, products, ſituations, and proſpedts. | But 
Virgil concludes his firſt catalogue with ſo beautiful 
and lively a deſcription of the ſuperior ſtature of Turnus 
—of his. helmet, and of the heroine Camilla, with 
her horſe-brigade, and that hyperbolical deſcription 
of her ſwift motions ; that 1 beg to be excuſed in 
giving you the original, together with ' Dryden O 


tranſlation, for the pleaſure that I feel in tranſeribing 
luch poetical and heroical beauties.. 
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Ioſe inter primus praflants corpore Turnus 
Vertitur, arma tenens, & toto vertice ſupra eff, 
ui triplici crinita jubii galea alta Chimerom = 
Suſtinet, tuen efflantem faucibus ignes:— 
Tam magis illa fremens, & triſlibus effera flammis, 
uam magis ige crudeſeunt ſanguine pugne. 
Amid ihe troops, and like the leading God, 

High o'er the reſt in arms the graceful Turnus rode: 
A triple pile of plumes his creſt adorn'd, 

On which with belching flames Chimera burn 'd; 
The more with fury burn'd the blazing fire. 


Hes ſuper advenit Veftd de gente Camilla, 
Armen agens equitum, & florentes are catervas, 
Bellatrix : non illa col calathiſque Minerve 
Femineat fta manu fi fals vir 
Dura pati, curſuque pedim prevertere ventes. 
Ila vel intaciæ ſegetis per ſumma volaret 
Gramina : nec teneras curſu lefiſſet ariftas : 

Vel mare per medium, fluftu ſuſenſa tumenti, 
Ferret iter, celeres nec tingeret aquore plantas. 


Laſt from the Voſcians fair Camilla came, 
Au led her warlike troops, a warrior dame: 


Unbred 
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Unbred to ſpinning, in the loom unſxill'd, 
She choſe the nobler Pallas of the field. 
Mix'd with the firſt, the fierce Virago foight,” © 
Suſtain'd the toils of arms, the danger fought. 
Outſ.cip'd the winds in ſpeed upon the plain, 


Flew o'er the fields, nor hurt the bearded grainr- 


She ſwept the ſeas, and as ſhe ſcimm'd along, 
Her flying feet unbath'd on billows hung. 
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Nb ivr care dhe ener corpore tote, 
Naam non legitimo fardere junus amor. Ovry. 
——m— ——— 
SIR, | ; 
HE above quotation gives the ſanction of the 
great Maſter of Love, to the ſuperior excel- 
lency of this book ; which is the ſhorteſt, and per- 
haps for that very reaſon, the moſt correct of any. 
I know not what the author may have copied from 
Apollonius Rhodius, having never read his poem ; 
but ſhew me any thing in the comparatively languid 
Deſeripiion of Circt or Calypſo, that can anywiſe com- 
pare with the noble and animated Epiſode of Dido; 
wherein every thing that is delicate in love is deli- 
neated at large: the beginning, the natural progreſs, 
the traverſes, the inconſiſtences, the contradictions, 
and dg final and fatal concluſion of the tender paſton, 
are 
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ire exhibited in moſt friking colours. But, 8 
proof that different geniuſes in different ages and 
of ſervilely copying from each other: I remark, that 
the Virgilian Dido and Shakeſpeare's Deſdemana are 
ſo far-ſimilar, that they both are captivated hy the 
romantic tales, and . hair - breadth · ſcapes, of their 
ſeveral gallants; e ee e e 
the words of the noble Moor , © : -- 1955 
«She loy'd me for th dangers Ia gu. 10s 
And. I lov'd her, that ſhe did pity hem. 
| Mark the impreſſion mn 


fair auditor | 
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| In theſe laſt verſes we fee the very figure and attitude 
of the atteritive fair-one, I ſhall quote as little as 
poſſible; for were I to attempt to delineate all the 
beauties, I might tranſcribe this whole book. It is 
a common phraſe in the mouths of modern critics to 
declare ſome productions below all criticiſm : but 
I think this whole Epiſode is above all. The 

+ ſtile of the piece is ſo highly finiſhed, and ſo exqui- 
ſitely correct, that you can hardly tranſpoſe a ſingſe- | 
word, without injuring the beautiful order of verſifi- 
cation. It has been. a common and a trite remark, 
that the poet in one part of this Book has changed 

the uſual epithet of his hero, inſtead of © pius,” 

- fays, 


= 2 S 


Speluncam Dido, Dux et Trojanus eandem. 
x Deveniunt, .. | 
As if in the cave-ſcene he 9 — « captain” a better | 
travelling title than © the pious man,” for his in- 
triguing bero.— The ungrateful behaviour of the 
faid pious Eneas, in deſerting his enamoured hoſteſs, 
bas been cenſured by the fair ſex in all ages: his plea 
of 2 mandate from Jove, by Mercury the meſſenger 
of the Gods, and al his other religious pretences, 
have not been ſufficient to ſcreen the baſe deſerter 

6: : from 
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from their reſentment. For my, owy part, I think | 
this conduct of the religious hero ſomewhat reſem- 


bles the deportmient of a modern Methodiſt-preacher; 
brim-full of divinity, without a grain of humanity. 
Read the following :—pity the unifortuhate Dido; and 
n ee, 
— tacituiue mei decetiere terrd? 7. 
Nec ts nofter amor, nec te data dextera quendam, © 
e 
| 's tranſlation? his own 
— 
to the original : 
AA to fly, 


—_— i af —_— we 


** Nor could my kindneſs nor compaſſion mon. 

2 No plighted vows, nor dearer bands of love. 

Or is the death of a deſpairing Queen, 

Not worth preventing, tho' too well foreſeen ? 
2 
off this letter in the middle. e 

— ; Be, Ke, | 


LETTER 


« And undiſcoverd ſeupe a lover'seye? ii. 
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81 x, 8 | We 
HE Eneid has been called the n Hiſtory, 
or Imperial Poem; the latter title it merits as 
much as the former; for the dignity of the Roman 
empire, and 'the perſon of the Roman Emperor, 'are 
every Where ſupported. Virgil was fo great an adept 
in the Cheſterfieldian art of flattering politeneſs, that 
he has camplimented Auguſtus on the ſuppoſed. poſ- 
ſeflion of every virtue he would be thought to have: 
and accordingly he has repreſented his hero to be every 
thing that the patron wiſhed to be thought: and the 
piety of Æneas was meant to repreſent the highly rec 
ligious character of Pontifex Maximus. 

Few gentlemen underſtand Roman literature, or 
Roman hiſtory, better than -yourſelf; and it is abfo- 
lutely neceſſary 4o to do, to underſtand or zeliſh the 
Beauties of the Aneid. Many of the firſt families, 


that flouriſhed at Rome in the poet's days, are com- 
I plimented 


1 
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plimented by having their names derived from ſome 
captains of ſhips, or leaders in the war; and no 
one can doubt but that the [raſh | enterpriſing 
courage of Marc Antony, was repreſented under the 
heroic audacity of the unfortunate Turnus. Theſe 
circumſtances have been remarked by Dryden and 
others; as indeed they muſt be by every one who 
underſtands the hiſtory of the Romans. I think the 
Zneid in many inſtances to be very perſonal and 
ſuch it was moſt likely felt to be, in the age in which 
it was compoſed; and perhaps in the Book before me, 
by the example or precedent of Aneas's deſerting 
Queen Dido, the Courtier-bard might probably bring 
an inſtance, to excuſe the ſeparation that took place 
(about the time the fourth Aneid was written) between 
the Emperor and the repudiated+ Scribonia. And 
Dryden, or ſomebody elſe (I now forget who) fays, - 
that Virgil drew this dimple in the cheek of ZEneas, 
to prove Auguſtus of the ſame family, by ſo remarkable 
a feature in the ſame place. Was it peculiar, then, to 
the © Divum Genus, or the godlike Julian race, to 
prove treacherous in love, and deſert their wives or 
miſtreſſes? By the bye I have often thought that the 
divine Aneas 2 (Uxorious as he was called by 


Mercury) 
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Mercury) left his ſpouſe: behind him a little oddly; for 
whereas, on the burning of Troy, he brought off his 
father on his back, and led bis ſon by his fide ; he left 
his wife 'to. follow his ſteps as ſhe could——mark his 
own words in his own narratioh— | 
Tag ſervat veſtigia conjux. 

| - She follow'd his footſteps, at a long diſtance. 
And it is remarkable, likewiſe, that when the party 
reached the tomb of Ceres, the piace appointed for 
their rendezvous, the unlucky Creuſa was the only 
: nt By ID=t0109%1- HSM þer 
i, vas; ain * 
Many a modern ſoldier has loſt his 18 
War- but, however, to do the pious prince all due 
juſtice ; he was properly diſconſolate upon the occa- 
| Lion; and could not go on contented till he had 
meaſured back his weary ſteps over the aſhes of burn- 
ing Troy; and met the ghoſt of his wife, who in- 
formed him, that all was well with her, &c. 
| This letter, again, 

8 Is io far like the bear and fiddle, | 

[t breaks ſhort off juſt in the middle. 


Yours, &c. 
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his 
8 THE 
2 DEATH WOUNDS 
OF * 
DI DO, CAMILLA, av» RHAKTUs. 
rr ee 


8 1 R, 

OU have often read and admired Fielding's in- 
comparable novel of Tom Jones; and there 

you read, if I remember rightly, that Squire, or 

Juſtice Weſtern, (call him which you will) when in 

cloſe purſuit of his favourite daughter, accidentally 

meeting with a pack of hounds in full cry on the road, 


Sophia I feel myſelf ſomewhat in the ſame predica- 
ment; and may, with regard to inclination at * 
exclaim with the Roman poet, 
— Me dulces ante omnia Maſe. | 

I confeſs myſelf likewiſe an amateur of every liberal 
art and ſcience; but poetry, you well know, is my 
hobby-horſe: no wonder, therefore, if it has carried 
vox. 111, F me 


joined it, and left the further purſuit of his darling 
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me out of the road, in the dull death-hunting- plan, | 
on which 1 ſet out: but ſo much for digreſſion, —let ; 

me return to the death- wound of Dido; ſhe, we are c 


told, ſtabbed herſelf with the AEnean ſword, and e 
4 While in the wound the cruel weapon ftands, 0 


The ſpouting blood came ſtreaming on her hands.“ 
Dryden, when he takes no unwarrantable liberties, 
and does not entirely omit a paſſage, tranſlates the 
Zneid ſo much better than Pope does the Iliad, that 
I find it ſometimes unneceſſary to quote the original. 
But the preciſe ſituation of the wound is beſt n 2 

in "A s own words— 

— infixum ftridet ſub pefore uvulnus. ? 
A wound of ſuch magnitude under the breaſt, proves 
itſelf mortal, and that too from the moſt obvious 
cauſe, viz. the effuſion of blood; to which the poet 
attributes almoſt all deaths; excepting thoſe very few, 
in which the ſkull is fractured, and the brain originally 
injured: but the verſes which deſcribe the mode of 
Queen Dido's expiring, muſt ſo much ſtrike you who 
have ſo often officially attended to the laſt efforts of 
departing life, that I forbear any comment ; real and 
judge for yourſelf, | | 

Ter ſeſe attollens, cubitoque innixa levavit, 


Tier 


Ter 
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Ter reuoluta tors eft, aculiſque errantibus, alto 
Due froit carlo luceu, ingemuitque repertd. 
Thrice Dido try?d tu raiſe her drooping head, 
« And fainting thrice, fell groveling on the bed ;- 
Then ope'd her heavy eyes, and ſought the light, 
« And having found it, ficken'd at the fight.” | 
Virgil is certainly inferior to. Homer, in what ſome 
of the faculty call a renuntiation of wounds; for the 
latter Ceſcribes the individual part, in which the injury 
is received, with.anatomical. accuracy; but I think in 
the laſt inſtance, and in the death of my favourite 
heroine Camilla,“ (which by the, bye is an original 
character) that the Roman poet deſcribes the act of - 
death, and the mode of dying, with more beautiful 
circumſtances than the Grecian. Indeed every thing 
is beautiful .in the lovely virago; and with a ſingular 
propriety ſhe ſacrifices her life to her female love of | 
ornament: for while ſhe followed Cloteus, the gayly- 
dreſs'd prieſt of Cybelꝭ, & all bright in Phrygian arms, 
and conſpicuous in his purple veſt, 
« Him the fierce maid beheld with eager eyes, 
Fond and ambitious of fo rich a prize.“ 
Dzrves. 


* Vide /Eneid the 11th. 
F 2.. which 
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| which gave the artful daſtardly Aruns an opportunity I ü. 
(unperceived) of infixing a javelin or ſpear, © fub* 
mamillam,” under her pap. But by the * wy 
phraſe ß 
Virgineumque altt bibit acta n pal 
literally poe 
«© The dart deep-driv'n drank her Virgin blood, ” ha\ 
there needs no comment to prove this wound mortal, my 
Peruſe the following lines, and tell me if, you do not rer 
almoſt ſee the beautiful amazon falling from her ſteed. wo 
— ſimul his diftis linquebat habenas, | 
Ad terram non ſponte fluens ; tum frigida toto in 
Paulatim evolvit ſe corpere, lenta que colla 
Et captum lethò poſuit caput; arma relinquens. 
Vitagus cum gemitu fugit indignata per umbras. 
* She ſaid, and ſliding, ſunk upon the plain; 
„ Dying, her open hand forſakes the rein: 
4 Short and more ſhort ſhe pants; by ſlow degrees 
«« Her mind a paſſage from the body frees: | 
„ She drops the ſword, ſhe nods the pluming creſt, 
Her drooping head declining on her breaſt: 
In the laſt ſigh her ſtruggling ſoul expires, 
And murmuring with diſdain, to ſtygian ſhades 
retires. Dryden, 
8 n I cannot 


In theſe three inſtances allnded to in this letter, Virgil ſpecifies 
the particular ſituation of the wounds, after the manner of Homer. 
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I cannot conclude without remarking, that though 
the word © anima“ is generally rendered & foul,” and 
« vita” © life” it is clear from this, and ſome other. 
paſſages in the Æneid, that the two words are by the 
poet ſometimes uſed one for the other: or that they 
have a common ſignification; for in the laſt line of 
my laſt quotation, Dryden, and every other tranſlator, 
renders © vita” “ ſoul,” and not “ life;”” indeed, it 
would be a ſoleciſm to ſay otherwiſe. | | 
In the gth Æneid, ſpeaking of the death of Rhætus, | 
in the Night- Adventure of Niſus and Euryalus, the 
poct has the following ſingular phraſe: ( purpuream® 
vomit ille animam,” © he vomits his purple ſou,” as 
moſt render the words: whereas I ſhould fay, © he 
vomits his purple /ife;” for I believe that «anima,” in 
this place, means the living principle; and which 
Virgil, and almoſt all the antient phyſiologiſts ſuppoſed 
to reſide in the blood: Lucretius, as a follower of 
Epicurus, might, for aught I know, ſuppoſe the ſoul 
73 to 


There is a great propriety in the idea of a purple flood, as 
applied in this place ; becauſe the hero alluded to, muſt have bled 
profuſely, fince in the act of his rifing to defend himſelf, he received 
anne 


— forum cui cominus enſem 
Condidit aſſurgenti — 
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to reſide in the blood, and therefore to be mortal, 

But had Virgil adopted ſuch principles, all the delight- 

ful ſcenes of his Elyſium had been annihilated at once, 
VPours, &c. 
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SIR, 


IN my deſultory obſervations on Virgil, I beg leave 
to ſcreen myſelf, under the authority of his own 
example, in his account of the cities and towns of 
antient Italy. I continue to remark, that the Latin 
poet underſtood and characterized animals more ac- 
curately than any other whatever. -The individual 


nature of no animal, from the lordly lion to the in- 
| | duſtrious 


— — — _ 
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duſtrious bee, or the ant, eſcaped his. 
penetration; and he is remarkable for his dold phraſe 
in attributing human affections to the brute creation. 
It is an odd kind of phraſe to fay the horſe is your 
hobby-horſe, though the idea is true: and, to uſe 
another common phraſe, Virgil, as a phyſician for horſes, 
was quite at home in his Veterinarian capacity. | 
Homer has deſcribed thoſe noble animals, horſes, 
in ſtrong general terms; he ſometimes ſays, & they are 
whiter than ſnow, and ſwifter than the winds;”* and 
deduces their pedigree with the accuracy of a News» 
Market jockey, and frequently makes his heroes 
addreſs them as capable of reflection: but to endow 
them with human ſentiment, was an honour reſerved 
for the improving genius of, the Roman bard. In 
proof of my obſervation, peruſe the 3d Georgie 
remark the choice of a colt,. from his fiery ſpirit. 
The firſt to lead the way, to tempt the flood, 


1 * 


"wn *« To paſs the bridge unknown, nor fear the trembling 

s of wood. Se? 1 | 
atin WY Mark the ſame when become an horſe of war, 

ac- Tum fiqua ſonum procul arma dedere 


Stare loco neſcit, micat auribus, & tremt artus, 
| Colletumque premens voluit ſub naribus ignem. 
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* The fiery coarſer, when he hears from far 

The ſprightly trumpet, and the ſound of war 

_ © BreQts his ears, and trembling with delight, 

** Shifts pace and paws ; and hopes the promis'd fight, 
On his right ſhoulder his thick mane reclin'd, . 
4 Ruffles at ſpecd, and dances in the wind: | 


« His horny hoofs are jetty black and rovad, 1 
«« His chine is double; ſtarting with a bund þ 


«« He turns the turf, and ſhakes the ſolid ground ; 
Fire from his eyes, clouds from his noſtrils flow, bo 


He bears his rider headlong on the foe.” 


There is nothing ſimilar (for a reaſon I will affign 
you hereafter) and nothing equal, that TI recollect, in 
all the Tliad or Odyſſey; the Virgilian war-horſe is 
moſt beautiful: but in animation inferior to the 
oriental ſteed deſcribed by the Man of Uz.* He 
has his neck cloathed with thunder—the glory of his 
noſtrils is terrible—he rejoiceth in his ſtrength—he 
ſwalloweth the ground with fierceneſs and rage—he 
ſmelleth the battle afar off —he ſays among the trum- 
pets ha' ha! Theſe are images which no language 
but the oriental is capable of expreſſing. —Peruſe again 
Virgil's deſcription of ap Chariot-race, and that 


particular verſe 
Tantus 
Fd 


Or HORSES. 69 
Tantus amor laudim, tanta oft vicloria cure. 
Where the running-horſe is announced to be ſuſcep- 
tible of praiſe, and ambitious of victory. Mark 
again, in the inimitable deſcription of- the murrain, 
e OY NE MAI 
diſeaſed horſe. f 
Labitur infelix fudierum atque immemor be 
Vitor e,. — 


«« The Viddor-borſe, dope of kis food, 
« The palm renounces, and abhors the flood." 


More of this hereafter. 
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VARIOUS SUBJECTS: 
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Am at laſt honoured with your ſingle favour, by 
way of anſwer to ſix or ſeven of my letters: 
though · hort, it is to me as precious as the leaf of 
the. Sibyl. I feel myſelf highly flattered by your 
attention and approbation. In anſwer to your further 
queſtions reſpecting your great favourite Milton: I 
do not think fo highly of ſome of his puerile compo- 
ſitions* in Latin verſe, as you ſeem to do. I'think 
L have read better and more elegant compoſitions of 
the ſort by ſome boys of Eaton, Weſtminſter, - or 
Wincheſter, at the age of fifteen: in ſhort, Milton's 
genius 

® The weakeſt of-all-Milton's poetical attempts, are his juvenile 


'Franſlations of ſome. of the Pſalms of David, which are not a 
thouſand degrees ſuperior to thoſe by Sternhold and Hopkins. 
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genius in his earlier productions ſeems to me to be 
like crude hard fruit, which wants time to be mellowed 
into maturity: beſides, I believe it .a true as well as 
trite remark, that great geniuſes ſeldom execute little 
things well: Milton's ſonnet on the Nightingale, is far 
exceeded by our fair country-waman Mrs. Robinſon. 
You expreſs yourſelf pleaſed with, what you call, my 
poetical Eulogium on the virtues of the Peruvian 
bark; but you ſay you have ever found the extratum 
cicutæ to be a churliſh untractable medicine, and hardly 
ever knew any good effect from its uſe; and ſeem to 
think that either Dr. Storck, of Vienna, exaggerates 
his account of the ſalutary effects of the herb; or that 
the hemlock of Germany is not of the ſame nature 
with that of Great-Britain. I very lately converſed 
with a young ſtudent of medicine, who came from 
Vienna; he ſays that the cicuta which grows in the 
neighbourhood of Vienna reſembles as nearly as poſ- 
ſible that which grows in the neighbourhood of London. 
I have likewiſe lately ſeen a country ſurgeon of ſome 
eminence, who aſſures me, that he once knew a patient 
apparently cured of a cancer on his lip by a long in- 
defatigable perſeverance in the uſe of the extract of 
hemlock: this hardened hero in the medicine · taking 

| Way, 


22 On VARIOUS SUBJECTS. 

way, perſevered until he took an ounce in 24 hours, 
I am likewiſe informed. of another patient, who per. 
to be recovefing faſt, but before he proceeded to take 
half an ounce in a day, he unluckily died of the me. 
dicine.—If you mean to publiſh your ſentiments at 
large upon the ſubject, (as I ſuſpect you do) I have, 
agreeably to your earneſt requeſt, given all the intel. 
 ligence I can collet.—By your deſire I continue my 
correſpondence without intermiſſion. 


| Yours, &c. 


TER 


LETTER V. 


on, 
VARIOUS SUBJECTS, 


Sn, | 
never rains but it pours, ys the old 1 
I feel myſelf highly honoured by your two letters, 
the one ſo unuſually quick upon the receipt of the 


-other,—You flatter me highly on the novelty of my 


undertaking, in attempting, as you term it, to try 
Homer and Virgil, by the teſt of their anon in- 
the liberal arts and ſciences. 

When I conſider your eminent ſkill in your favou- 


rite ſtudy of Botany, I expreſs myſelf highly pleaſed 


that you condeſcend to approve of thoſe numerous 
inſtances of Virgil's knowledge of the nature of 
herbs, that 1 have given you out of the Eclogues and 
the Georgics. I now give another out of the 4th 
Eneid :—< Soporiferumque papaver,” © the ſoporiferous 
Poppy,” fays Virgil. The ſingle epithet of © ſapori- 
ferum,” gives an hiſtory of the medical effects of the 
| VOL, 1II. . . poppy, 


* 
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Poppy, equal to ſome volumes. You add likewiſe, 
that I have carried you (in your own complimentary 
phraſe) delightfully through the Virgilian Elyſian 
fields; and agree with me in your decided opinion 
of the inferiority of the Homoric * as exhi- 
bited in the Odyſſey. 

The 6th Book of the ÆEneid I have ever admired 
beyond any part of the whole: and you now clearly 
| perceive the beautifully- poetical uſe that the author 
there makes of the ſublime and myſterious doctrines 
of the pre-exiſtence and tranſmigration of ſouls; 
as taught by the Grecian philoſophers, Pythagoras 
and Plato. 

Look upon this ſhort letter as a kind of haſty ac- 
knowledgement only of your laſt. More in my next. 

Yours, &c. 
——ñx ; 


To the READER, 


Several Letters on the Botanical Knowledge of 


Virgil, and on the Beauties of the 6th /Encid, are 
cither miflaid, or loſt entirely. 


LETTER 


= *% 4 % KEE E9 


ER 


A ns 
LETTER xxv. 


FURTHER REMARKS 
oon TH.8 ; | 


SIXTH ENEID. 


WORD in your ear, Doctor! I hope, that in 
your agreeable paſſage through the Elyſian fields, 
you did not meet with any of your own patients. I 

told you in a former letter, that no phyſicians were 
there admitted. I now recall that raſh declaration, 


lamm 9 


included under the following article: 
« Inventas aut qui vitam excoluere per artes. 

« Among thoſe worthy characters, who adorned or 
« preſerved life by invented arts.” | 

Homer, both in the Iliad and Odyſſey, Cady ever 
mentioned a phyſician or ſurgeon without giving ſome 
little encomium upon the uſefulneſs of the healing art. 
Virgil has been more ſparing of his compliments; but 
he has once done it handſomely, in the phraſe f 

Phoebs ante alios dileius Tips. 
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For when we. conſider Phoebus, in his capacity as the 
God of Medicine; the Army-ſurgeon was not a little 
flattered in being declared to be beloved of ſuch a 
celeſtial perſohage. I obſerve, that whoever is com- 
pared with Homer, N be found inferior i in ſome 
reſpect or other. 
All antiquity has admired his conduct, in making 
the ſtern Ajax walk off in contemptuous and indignant 
ſilence from Ulyſſes, when accoſted by him in the 
infernal regions: Virgil bas copied this circumſtance 
a little injudiciouſly in the conduct of his Dido (in 
the myrtle-grove) to the treacherous Aneas. — 
My great friend, the late Dr. Johnſon; in ſome of 
his lucubrations or eſſays, has, with his uſual judge- 
ment, pointed out the abſurdity of attributing that 
ſullen behaviour to a talkative female, which only be- 
came a ſurly warrior, or ſomething to that effect. But 
the learned Doctor, or any other critic, muſt have the 
eyes of a lynx to diſcover ſuch another ſuperiority in 
what I call the weakeſt part of the Odyfley. I have 
not the original now by me, nor any tranſlation what- 
ever; but, according to my beſt recollection, the 
ghoſts of Achilles and Agamemnon are two dead 
hands for a long ſtory: and the former, from ſome 
A phraſes 
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the phraſes' that drop from him, ſeems to give no very 
ttle WI cxalted idea of the pleaſures of a future ſtate : this is 
h a Wl more wonderful, when we conſider that Homer col- 
m- lecd moſt of his learning, during his travels in 
Egypt, from the fame ſources from which Pythagoras 
and Plato derived their fublimer but myfterious no- 
tions of the pre-exiſtence and immortality of the ſoul. 
Why 1 do not notice the remarkable words, © bis 
dantem jura Catonem,”” in the 6th Zneid, is for the 
moſt obvious reaſon in the world; becauſe no ſuch 
words occur in that whole Book. © Duis te magne 
ee, taritum?®* is all that is there mentioned. | 
e of Your quotation is only to be found in the 8th 
ge- Encid, where the poet paints (if I may be allowed 
that WW ſuch an expreſſion) the Elyſian fields on the ſhield of 
be- Eneas: however, this mention of a Cato ſhews that 
But Wi the Courtier-bard was not afraid to celebrate a patriot 
in the heart of his Imperial poem; for that ſeems to 
be the true title, ſince the reigning Emperor is every 
where the God of his idolatry. But I confeſs I ſcarcely 
know which Cato is alluded to, with any degree of 
certainty; I ſhould ſuppoſe Cato of Utica, at all 
hazards; were it not that we are exprefsly told, that 
thoſe who laid violent hands upon themſelves were 
G3 (according 
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(according to the Platonic doctrine) puniſhed in Tar. 
tarus. Is Cato the Cenſor then referred to? I confeſs 
my ignorance z. do you inform me. You fay that the 


Emperor Auguſtus was a man of real taſte; I know 
| he is reported ſo to be by the hiſtorians of his own 


times, as well as by the poets; but I perceive clearly, 
that lie was a keen politician, which is enough for my 
purpoſe ; for I believe that all princes, kings, and go- 


vernors, of every denomination, if they have poſſeſſed 


or bad, have found it their intereſt to patronize not 
only the muſes, . but likewiſe every liberal art and 
ſcience ;. and by ſuch wiſe conduct have acquired 
preſent popularity have ſupported their power and 
authority more effeQually, than by armed legions; and 
have eſtabliſhed their fame to lateſt poſterity—ſuch 
diſtinction is reſerved for thoſe whom Genius de- 
lighteth to honour! | . 


Yours, Kc. &c. 
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5 Is return e my Pits un- is very _ 
clear that neither ſaddle-horſes nor cavalry were 
uſcd at the fiege of Troy: but both were. in uſey,in 
other parts of the world, particularly in Egypt, Jong 
before that period. For when the children. of Iſrael 
came out of that land, the ſacred hiſtorian. informs 
nnn his horſemen and 
his chariots, << bake ada +365. 31d 0161 
At pt q**iod the ee was is introduced bs 
Latium, or. antient Italy, is not, 1 believe, any where 
aſcertained; therefore Virgil might not be guilty. of 
any great breach of the cuſtoms of antiquity, by in- 
troducing troops of horſe in the fights between the 
Latins and Trojans: if it be ſuch, I forgive him, as 
do for the anachroniſm in the ec bunu {as 
the pleaſant uſe he has made of boch. _— 
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It has been faid, that Virgil's heroes ſeldom or ever 
fight from their chariots ; and that they were uſed for 
Rate only, as in the inſtance of King Latinus, who 
was drawn by four horſes ; but this is a miſtake. 

Virgil's heroes do not often fight in their chariots; 
but read the 12th Æneid in particular, and there you 
will find that Turnus fights from his chariot, and 
rn. 8 

— ſaltuque. ſuperbur 
Emitat in currum, & manibus molitur habenas, 
Aula virdm volitans dat firtia corpora Letho, | 
mr en eee 

Prater. 


Into his car guides in his hands the reins ; 
Many brave bodies in his flying ſpeed: rot 
He gives to death; many half dead he- 


———— an is ſpurn'd with ſand commix d. 
| At 
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At the preſent” writing I hade neither Virgil 
nor Dryden's tranſlation to refer to; but carry on 
your attention to the © Luſus Trojæ, as deſcribed in 
the 5th ZEneid, and you will perceive how the ſeveral 
horſes of the young Aſcanius, and of the other two 
leaders of the three brigades, are diſtinguiſhed from 
each other. But above all attend to the warrior-ſteed' 
introduced as a mourner in the n e e 
the young Pallas. s? | 
Pot Belltor Equus, pos infgnitus, E 
IL lac Gf „ 
In this inſtance buman, ſympathy i is boldly 7 | 
to the dumb animal But of all the Virgilian animals, 
I feel myſelf moſt delighted with the tame deer of 
Sylvia, which was ſmitten with an, arrow. from the 
bow, guided by the raſh hand of the young Aſcanius, 
and made the cauſe of the war. 4; 3g 
| Gerous erat forms preflanti, Ge. F 
But mark when it returns, with the arrow in its fide, 
to the fond miſtreſs - prada. ated 


Atque implaranti ff 3. 44,3875 655 
Like to one imploring——ſays the Poet. 
8 9 . # % The 


* /Eneid the ich. 
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The big round tears - 
, *©, Cours'd one another down his innocent noſe 
In piteous chaſe 
fays our Engliſh Dramatiſt, upon 8 of a 


ſimilar occaſion. 


I have already obſerved at * in my comments 


on the ſixth ÆEneid, a great fimilarity of deſign. if 
Virgil, and in Shakeſpeare's Tragedy of Macbeth; 
fuch cgincidence of thoughts in the poet of art, 
and the poet of nature, is a little extraordinary— 
Here I can likewiſe treat you with a Mund, and a 
moſt judicious one it is. It was neceſſary, for the 
conduct of the poem, that the deer ſhould be wounded 
mortally, and yet in ſuch a manner as to admit of a 
return home from the wood, where it was rouſed 
by the Trojan hounds—an arrow that pierced the 
flank and the womb does all this admirably.—Attend 
to the poet's own words. | 
Perque UTERUM ſonitu, perque ilia venit arundb. 
Eneid 7th. 
The uterus, in- its contracted ſtate, in all female 
animals, is, I believe, in general, pretty well guarded 


from external injuries by the protection of the pelvis. 


I cannot ſay I well underſtand the comparative anatomy 


of © 


On VANMOUS SUBJECTS. 83 


of the deer-ſpecies;' but by an operation I have ſeen 
performed on à female fawn, the womb projects very 
little, if any thing before the pelvis and therefore the 
arrow muſt have come in a direction from the head 
to the flank, to pierce deeply, (if at all) the uterus; 
and ſuch I ſuppoſe was Virgil's meaning. 


P. S. The grammarians may tell us what they _ 
pleaſe of hic cervus, a buck, and hec cerva a does 
deer; but it is pretty clear, that ceruus muſt here mean 
a female. Almoſt all commentators, and tranſlators 
likewiſe, have made this animal a male, and called it 
a ſtag: but if the uterus be not a ſufficient proof of 
the female ſex in all animals, I humbly aſk pardon of 
thoſe learned gentlemen for my daring fingularity of 
opinion : What thinks my learned friend ? Is further 
proof neceſſary ?— This part of the 7th Book is like- 
wiſe n firſt * received (in battle) 
in the ZEneid. _ | 
Almon the fon of Tonkots, the — 
King Latinus, is wounded by an arrow, in a part 
and in a manner nearly ſimilar to the death- wound 
of Hector; with this difference, that the windpipe 
appears here to be divided— 


1 o- B's” 


a F X „ & & 


— hefit 


„„ —- _DEATH-WOUND 


— bei enim ſub gitture wuinus, & udæe 

Vocis iter, tenuemgue incliſit ſanguine uitam. 
Which of courſe deprived the warrior of alt power d 
ſpeech; and' accordingly the judicious Virgil has not 
made him utter any dying oration. The death 2 
uſual, by Virgil is attributed to the effuſion of blood; 
though, as I have already obſerved, “ it might proceed 


from another cauſe likewiſe. . But the nervous ſyſten WM ww 
Was not enough known in Virgil's day, to enabl: apy 
him to aſſign any other reaſon thanſmere loſs of blood. Wl pre 
Reſpecting thoſe evidently mortal. wounds in th: ha 
brain, by fracture of the ſkull, &c. Virgil has na git 
above five or ſix of them in the whole Æneidi; ani wa: 
one of the moſt remarkable and ſingular occurs in t his 
th book, and ſhews the temper of the ſword d hit 
Turnus; and the vigour of his arm, to an 'extravz mat 
gent degree; for with one ſtroke, he cuts ſheer throuęi hea, 


the head of that gigantic youth Pandarus, in fuch 
manner, that the divided parts of it hung in equi 
portions; from either oulder. The deſcription hu 


ſomething. ſo very pictureſque, that I give it you i 8 
the eee e de ter hi 


— 


Vide Death-Wound of Hector. Vol. II. 
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12 — n confurgit in enſem; 
Et mediam ferro gemina inter tempora frontem 
Dividit, impubeſque immani»vulnere malas ; 

Fit ſonus; ingenti. concuſſa «ft pondere tellus; |. 
Callapſes artus atque arma cruenta cerebro 
Sternit humi moriens : atque illi partibus equis 
Huc caput atque illuc humero ex utroque pependit. oh 
What think you of this wound for a novelty?” It 
appears to.me to be juſt within the bounds of poetical 
probability : but I think that the Rutilian prince muſt 
have been « a right good markſman,” to hit the lon- 
gitudinal or ſtrait ſuture of the ſkull ſo exactly. There 
was, however, ſome Engliſh champion (I now forget 
his names) who is faid, on the faith of authentic 
hiſtory, to have done ſomething nearly ſimilar ; for he 
made it his uſual practice to divide a proof helmet, or 
head-piece, all through at one ſtroke of his broad= 
ſword—his ſword muſt have carried a good edge. 


Hugh de Courcy, Earl of Ulſter. He Lived in the reign of 
King John ; in whoſe favour he appeared as a champion, but no one 


man in the whole kingdom of France was nn to encoun- 
ter him. 


vor. III. 
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811, | | 
HE nature of the antient weapons of war, and 
the wounds thereby inflicted, were ſo entirely 

different from thoſe of modern times, and the ſtrength 
of the antient warriors was ſuppoſed to be ſo great 
in the Heroic Age, that one can ſcarcely at this dift- 
ance of time, tell what recorded exertions are probable | 
and what not, —Soon after the laſt inſtance that 1 
gave you out of the gth Book; a ſimilar and ſtill more 
extraordinary one occurs of the vigour of the arm of 
the aforeſaid Turnus.—Lynceus was the fatal in- 
ſtance; for while he oppoſed the Rutilian Prince it in 
the rapid career of his man-killing fury— 

Huic uno dejetium cominus ictu 

Qu galed longs. jacuit caput— | 
here the Hero's head, helmet and all, een ws 
ſtroke. This is again what I call pictureſque de- 
ſcription, and as ſuch, has a beautiful effect in Poetry; 
| and 


| membering his name) having received A flight wound 
in his ſide, dropped his ſhield, and applied his hand 
to the wounded part, when, lo | another arrow nailed 
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and let that ſuffice for the honour of the Poet. But, 
in this ſingle inſtance, the aſſiſtance of a Deity luckily 

es: for we are told juſt before, that Imperial 


Juno had infuſed præternatural power into her fa- 


yourite Hero.—How far Virgil did or did not under- 


land the nervous ſyſtem, may be the objedt of future 


ſpeculation: it is ſufficient · in all theſe caſes that he 


knew, © when the brains were out the man would 


dic. 2 back a little in the gth Book, and you 
will find another of thoſe ſingularl y-circumſtanced 
wounds, A Hero, [7 beg his pardon. for not re- 


bis hand to his ſide, —Abdita at intui 
Spiramenta anime l, vulner rupit— - 


„ B. BY 
If I underſtand this matter rightly, Virgil. makes 
this wound mortal, from the injury received in the 
lungs themſelves, | and the ſudden ſtoppage of the 
breath. — There is even yet another novel wound, 
deſcribed in the proverbially beautiful Epiſode: of Niſus 
and Euryalus, in the ſame book. Niſus, in revenge 


H 2 through 


for his beloved Euryalus, makes his deſperate way 


98 or WOUNDS. 


through all obſtacles, to the murderer (if we may ſo thi 

open ee Apen ee e un 
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© Condidit adverſss os 

He (Niſus) ſtabbed him deeply in the mouth, ot rather 

in the throat, with the point of his ſword —And = 

when we conſider what a tremendous weapon the 15 


antient broad - ſword was, and the violence with which 
it was thruſt, you will eaſily perceive, without any 
comment of mine, why this wound ſhould be 
mortal, and ſpeedily ſo.—Virgil is fo fond of this 
wound, that he repeats it again with little alteration— 2 
 Viz.—Clamantis flit in re. 

As a further proof, that in moſt death- wounds in 
the throat, Virgil underſtands the wind- pipe to be 
divided. Peruſe the following— Dn 

—Dryopem ferit eminus haſid, 

Sub mentum graviter preſſa, pariterque loquendi 
Vicem, animumque rapit, trajefie gutture. 
In this inſtance, the wind- pipe muſt have been 

evidently cut through, ſince the whole ſubſtance of 
the 


> of 
the 
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the throat was pierced by the ſpear. —Among other 
uncommon and extra-wounds, you are e to 
the following — 

Semianimeſque micant digiti * retractant. 

In this oaſe the fingers continue to graſp and re- 
graſp (for ſuch is the force of the verb retraciant) the 
ſteel or ſword, after the hand was ſevered from the 
arm,—ls this circumſtance natural or not? Do the | 
muſcles continue, their former action, for ſome little 
time after yt are deprived of the nervous influence ? 


: Your's, rigs. 


P. S. Once more on your favourite ſubject of 
borſes.—Horate fays, | bonis of in Equis putrum 
virtus, that in good horſes there is the virtue of their 
ſires : whereas Virgil, the great Veterinarian of Ro- 
man antiquity, aſſerts, ſpeaking of all animals, es 

Grpora præcipus matrum legat 

If by corpora he means, (as I ſuſpect he does) 
what jockies call ſize, I agree with him; for I be- 
lieve, it is in general pretty true, that almoſt all 
animals, - however they partake of the ſpirit and 2 

H 3 of 


— ————_— —_ 5 
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cious, and (if I may be allowed ſuch an expreſſion) 
the moſt intelligent animals of the whole Brute 


o or WOUNDS, &c. 
of the fathers, generally poſſeſs the ſize or magni- 


tude of their mothers. You may remark. in moſt 


famiiles, where the matron is large, let the good 
man be as diminutive as he may, the children are 


almoſt always large-ſized. This is clearly exem- 


plified in a family that you and I know; and 


where, at firſt ſight, 1 have ſometimes miſtaken 


the father for one of his younger ſons. am not 
altogether unacquainted with the col nparative ana- 
tomy of the horſe: I obſerve, (as I believe eyery body 
elſe muſt do) that the inteſtinal canal is longer in pro- 
portion .in that animal than in any other of the 


ſame dimenſions; and this I take to be the true reaſon 
why purgative medicines act ſo ſlowly when admini- 


ſtered to horſes. I remark likewiſe that the brain 
of an horſe is comparatively ſmall in quantity.—l 
obſerve the ſame of the dog; and yet horſes, and dogs 
are, the elephant excepted, the moſt, docile, fſaga- 


Creation. 


LETTER 


oe oa. eo; CT a. 


S - fond 


— 


2 ( 91 9 , 
5 > : ' + | . : 10 N 4 = wy 20 ? 4 
„r eee 
2 | „ el 


ON 8 
ANTIENT NEUROLO GV. 


of ® 


6 | —— — * 2, +41 y. 6379 
Six, ; + is A K rt Ic 


HAVE often thought of what uſe were the com- 

mon ſoldiers in the heroic' age? Since theſe ple- 
beans never killed any of the enemy, that we read of 
either in Homer or Virgil; and on the firſt reflection; 
we might be induced to ſuppoſe, that in antient Greece 
or Troy, the battallion-men ftood ſtill to fee their 
leaders fight. But however the higheſt fights of roman- 
tic fancymuſt ſome how be reconciled to common ſenſe. 
Homer ſpeaking of the extra-exploits of his heroes, 


attributes them partly to the * Hap: to thoſe about 


them. And this phraſe, as well as I remember, is 
particularly applied to the two Ajaxes. I humbly con- 
ceive that this gives a clue to unravel the whole 
poetic myſtery ; for inſtance Achilles "commanded 
a troop of myrmidons, and whatever actions were per- 

formed 
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formed by the troop at large, were attributed to their 
commander: ſo of all the reſt of the heroes in the 
Trojan and Italian wars, And I obſerve, likewiſe, 
that when ſome of the firſt rate heroes in the Iliad 


and ZEnead, riſe in their military ferocity, they kill 


men ſo very faft; that if they had quietly ſubmitted 
their throats to be cut, or their brains to be knock'd 
out, the heroical executioners could not have diſ- 
patched their enemies with more expedition; and the 
Muſe is often invoked to record theſe ſlaughters a they 
Homer and Virgil, and every other epic bard; no 
critic dares to diſpute the prerogative ; and forwhich 
they have a-kind of patent from Apollo, . Wan 
onary God of their inſpiration. 


In the eee 


| exhibits a ſtriking proof of the truth of my obſerva- 
tions: for on his firſt appearance in the war, he makes 
his military debut, and handſells his Vulcanian ſword, 
by killing, indiſcriminately, almoſt every man that has 
the ill fate to come in his way. I am likewiſe ſtop- 
ped in my career: for what have we here ena 

edly Read with me. | pe 
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Dexteraque tx humero NERV19 noribunda pependite— 


«the dying hand hangs from.theſhoulder by.the nerves 
or tendons; this is the firſt expreſs mention of nerves 
in the Eneid, and naturally leads me to the dark ſubject 
of the Antient Neurology: as what I mean to ſay may be 
almoſt included in a nut- ſhellʒ if Lam erroneous I will 
be conciſely ſo, For really believe, however novel the 
notion may be, that the word nerve obtained its appel- 


lation from its reſetublance to a bow-ſtring 3 for tho” 


the nerves muſt neceſſarily have been prior to bow- 


ſtrings, yet the uſe of the bow was prior to the dt. 


covery of the nerve. 4 »ugn ® was the appropriated 
Greek word for the ſtring of the bow; and from 
thence was formed the word % rug, which in all old 
medical writers ſignifies nerve, tendon, or any round 
ligament promiſcuouſly. For want of this knowledge 


have heard ſome modern anatomiſts affeA to ridicule 
the Stagyrite, with reſpect to his mention of the nerves 


of the heart: whereas, tho” but an indifferent anato- 
miſt, he was 1 and 1 right in his 
odſervstion; 


* wugy z whatever ſome Lex may ſay to the contrary, 
neither veuen nor vtugd are themes, but both are derived from vw, 
o twiſt, ſpin, or weave; or from vevw, to nod, or move. 2 
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Ariſtotle did not even me had any nerves at al 
ah os brain; and: therefore could not 
poſſibly allude to the par vagum, or any other 
nerves that might ſupply the heart: but only to 
thoſe well-known. ftrong tendons,” that make a con- 


ſtituent part of that noble muſcle, and aſſiſt in 


its dilatation and contraction. —In fact, the Greek 
Br TA phyfiologifts; and phyſicians, had little or 

no idea of the difference between what we now call 
nerve, tendon, or ligament; for whichever of the 
three had the appearance of a ſtring, was known by 
the common appellation of nerve. But ſome modern 
critics have extended this idea too far, hen they ſups 
poſe that Galen and ſome other writers, meant to 


comprehend the flat and capſular ligaments, under the 
general term of nerves, If this were the caſe, the 


complicated wound of /Eneas, might be explained in 
a few words; but your knowledge of the Greek lan- 
guage will teach you, that nothing was called nerve 
by the antients, but what was round and like a twiſted 
chord. 


\% 
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SIR, 


HILE writing my laſt "ry I fancied that I 

underſtood Antient Neurology, but I now 
find myſelf a little confuſed on that intricate ſubject: 
and it is no wonder ; if we at this diſtant period ſhould 
not underſtand the antient Phyſiologiſts, ſince it is 
not quite clear that they underſtood themſelves. For 


11 it is very ſingular, that after what we now call the 
"OP Wnerves were found to originate from the brain, they 
nt to 


ſhould yet -continue (in their appellations) to con- 


152 found them with the tendons. And therefore the me- 

= thod to underſtand the old Neurology, is to carry this 

_ remark with you; that under the general term of 

_ nerves, the Greecian anatomiſts comprehended not 

ug only, what we now call the neryous ſyſtem, but all 
vi 


tendinous extremities of muſcles, indiſcriminately, 
and all ſuch ligaments of the joints as were round, 
ER | — 


os o ANTIENIT 
or any wiſe like a bow-ftring, or indeed any other 
ſtring: but it is pretty clear, as I have already re. WW he 
marked, that the flat or capſular ligaments, were f wit 
never included under the above deſcription. I have WI pre 
often thought, that the man who firſt found out the WI no! 
communication of the nerves with the brain, made az WW at 
great a diſcovery as he who diſcovered the circulation WW the 
of the blood. hur 
Loet us conſider a little what the Greek phyſicians aſſe 
or philoſophers knew of this matter. Hippocrates ¶ not 
was the father of the medical art, and perhaps the molt I fcb. 
" ſucceſsful practitioner that the world has ever pro- ll vc 
duced : his penetration was beyond defcription, bu upo 
he had little or no opportunity of improving in ans 
tomy: otherwiſe he could not have failed to har 
traced the nerves back to their origin in the brain, 
But this diſcovery was very imperfectly (if at all) to be 
attributed to the divine old man of Cos: ſome of hi 
detached remarks tend very near towards it; but 
when we come to conſider them at large, we hal 
find, that not in words only, (for that would be im- 
material) but even in his ideas he made no diſtin&ion 
between nerve and tendon, Perhaps never' any mat 


poſleſſ 
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poſſeſſed a more comprehenſive mind than Ariſtole; 
he was a man of almoſt univerſal genius, and Rke- 
wiſe of the greateſt learning that antient Greece ever 


action he ever performed in his boaſted conqueſt of 
the world. But in the matter before us, {I moſt 
humbly beg the philoſopher's pardon for the daring - 
.cians Wl aſſertion) he ſeemed to know, what I call, leſs than 
crates nothing: for, in the name of wonder, how is it poſ- 

moll fible, that poſſeſſing fo fine a head; be ſhould not 
- pro- ¶ even know that it contained brain? For he looked 
„ but upon that nobleſt part to be a fungus ſubſtance, com- 


produced: Alexander the Great did himſelf more ho- 
nour by keeping him as a preceptor, than by any other 


| Ald poſed of earth and water, een a 


hae and deſtitute of ſenſation. 
Bin, Heraphilus or Eraſiſtratus, cue or other; or both 
) to be of them, were the firſt who knew the true and genu- 
of his ine office of the brain and nerves, or at leaſt the uſes 
; but #{cribed to them by all ſucceeding anatomiſts. Theſe 
e {hal to men are ſuppoſed to have been co-temporaries; 
be im- tho' as Herophilus was the elder; from that and ſome 
inch Wl other circumſtances, it appears probable tbat he was 
the diſcoverer. He lived in the reign of that great 
vos. 111, | G patron 
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patron of learning Ptolomy Soter, otherwiſe known 
by the name of Ptolomy the ſon of Lagus. It is ge. 
nerally believed that he was born at Carthage, but 
that be made his diſſections at Alexandria in Egypt. 
All the works of theſe- two - anatomical phyſicians, 
are now loſt; but ſome extracts of them are pre- 
ſerved in the volumes of Galen, and ſome other 
medical writers. They were likewiſe the firſt. that 
diſſected men; for all anatomiſts before them had 
only examined brutes. Both of theſe" traced the 
nerves, or at leaſt ſome nerves, from the brain, It 
is enough for my purpoſe, that Herophilus diſcovered 
the optic nerves, tho' he called them optie pores, 
from a ſuppoſition that. they were hollow : but it 
is affirmed, that he retracted this opinion on better 
information. It little ſignified what name he gave 
to them, he certainly deſcribes them as nerves.—This 
man not only tells us, that the nerves derived their 
origin from the brain, like ſo many branches from a 
common trunk; but likewiſe, that uy were a part 
of the medulla ſpinalis. 

I could ever wiſh to was an author by his own 


words. Ne Epheſian, an eminent writer, who 
1 1 ited 
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led about the reign of the emperor Trajan, has 
preſerved the words of Herophilus. Speaking of 
what we call the true nerves, he calls them, % ehe 
xai vin vivge, the ſenſitive or voluntary nerves ; 
or in other words, thoſe that ſerve the purpoſes of 
ſenſation and voluntary motion. But this ſame author, 
tho' clear in idea, runs into the ſame verbal confuſion 
with Hippocrates, when he ſays there are three ſorts | 
of nerves : by the two laſt, he muſt either mean ten- 
dons or ligaments, or be guilty of a great inconſiſ- 
tency, by ſuppoſing one power of motion to reſide 
in the muſcles themſelves, Such is the almoſt in- 
explicable myſtery cauſed by the antient anatomiſts, 
in confounding nerve, tendon, and ligament, under 
one general term z and that too in a language fo un- 
equivocally explicit as the Greek : in which there was 
wn, the appropriated word for tendon ; and cuts, 
the appropriated term for ligament. 

82 , A word 


* This word, derived from EO may be rendered In Latin, 


prepone, ta propoſe z or præpeso, to put or prefer one thing before - 


another; and conſequently implies either volition or intelligence, or 
perhaps both + the one being the conſequence of the other, 
7 o is derived from cvy, cum; and deo, ligo ; to bind to- 


gether ; and from ige, is formed the Latin word, Igamentum, a liga- 
ment. 
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A word more of the Stagyrite,—This father of the 
art of logic, was led into moſt unaccountably erro. 
neous notions, thro' his ignorance of the nervous 
ſyſtem: he ſuppoſed that the ſpina dorſi, or what is 
vulgarly called the back- bone, eontained marrow, 
like any other bone of the limbs; and even to this 
day, we call the contents of the ſpinal vertebræ medulls 
ſpinalis: and thus by a learned abſurdity, retain the 
antient appellation expreſſive of a falſe idea, even 
after the true one is clearly underſtood. —It is evident 
likewife from Ariſtotle's entire ignorance of the 
nerves deriving their origin from the brain, that 
Hippocrates never made that diſcovery ; for if he 


had, the notion could never have been loſt ſo ſoon; 


and the Greek philoſopher, who borrowed ſo much 
from the Greek phyſician, would moſt certainly have 
adopted the new diſcovery, if any ſueh had been 
found in the Hippocratic writings. —As' the great 
metaphyſical philoſopher knew nothing of the brain, 
he was of courſe greatly at a loſs how to account 
for ſenſation : he therefore ſuppoſed the heart to be 
the ſeat of the ſoul; and 1 believe he made it the 
reſervoir of the animal ſpirits, and conſequent) 
| the 
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: the origin of motion and ſenfation. But in other 
1 parts of his works he ſeems to think the fleſh the 
77 proper organ of ſenſation; tho* he could not but 
1 perceive, that motion was performed by the nerves, 
A as he calls them, by which word, beyond all diſpute, 


7 here again he muſt mean tendons, or the extre- 
he mities of muſcles. The misfortune of Ariſtotle was, 
that tho” one of the moſt accute reaſoners in the 
world; he had no true premiſes or data to reaſon 
from: therefore I ſay, „that with all his errors, had 
he lived in the preſent Mroved ſtate of anatomy, he 
would have been the greateſt profeſſor in that ſcience 
that the world has ever produced. And if I am not 
very much miſtaken, even in his dark age, he made 
ſome weak efforts towards the diſcovery of the lacteals 
at leaſt, if not of the lymphatic or abſorbent ſyſtem. 
But if what authors ſay concerning Herophilus be 
true, he came very near indeed towards making a 
diſcovery, which has cauſed ſo much noiſe in the 
preſent age, and the honour of which has been claimed 
by ſo many: ſo true it is, that tho' any diſcovery may 
be new to the diſcoverer, it is no reaſon why it may 


G 3 not 
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not have been known before; and in this ſenſe 
perhaps, there is nothing completely new under the 
ſun, 0 


LET II 


enſe 


EI 


(103) 


LETTER XC. 


ON 


ANTIENT NEUROLOGY.” 


SIR, 
OMER certainly knew little or nothing of the 
nervous ſyſtem, which was not diſcovered in an- 
tient Greece in his early day ; and therefore if he did 
know it at all (and it does not appear in his works 
that he did) he muſt have borrowed this knowledge 
from ſome of the Egyptian ſages, during his abode 
in their country, which was at that time the fruitful 
nurſery of univerſal ſcience. Virgil, conſidering the 
age in which he lived, ought to have learn'd that 
the nerves originated from the brain: and I verily 
believe that he did poſſeſs this information, 'tho* he 
| | has .. . 


* As Virgil ſtudied at Athens, and underſtood Greek fo well; it 
is hardly probable that he ſhould not have availed himſelf of the me. 
dical ſcience of the Greek writers : for 1 believe the writings of 
Herophilus were in being at that time, and in great vogue. Cicero 
mentions them with much reſpect, and, if 1 miſtake not, alludes to 
them as exiſting in his time. ids | 


104 MEDICAL KNOWLEDGE 


has not diſplayed it in any of his poems. He uſes 


« neruus,” for a bow- ſtring, nerve, or tendon, pro- — 
miſcuouſly:- and once in the gth Æneid, by the cule 
phraſe, numeroſque intendere nervis : he clearly means trary 
the ſtrings of a muſical inſtrument. And indeed all Bath 
the Roman writers uſe the word in the ſame ambi- 


guous ſenſe. - For as the two Greek words ng» and 
vevgn, were both of them expreſſed by-the ſingle word 
« nervus,” that appellation was uſed in more differ. 
ent ſenſes, than almoſt any other in the Latin lan- 
guage. But I think that Horace had more inſight 
into the nervous ſyſtem, and was a much better phy- 
ſician than Virgil. What think you of the following 
. 2 ceſſantem nervis elidere morbum 
Sulphura. - 
* Sulphureous waters * to diſperſe the malady 


lingering on the nerves!” And can any language 
better expreſs what is now called in the faſhionable 
phraſe, a ſlow nervous diſorder ? That ſulphureous* 
waters are friendly to * nerves, was an antient 


doarine: 


* The fulphureons waters here alluded to, aroſe ſomewhere near 
the lake Avernus; tho* (as Francis obſerves) the poet here more 
particularly means, the ſtoves, where the ſulphureous vapours, ex 


aling from the earth, cauſe 2 dry heat, which promotes perſpiration. 
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doctrine: and this is in ſome meaſure confirmed by 
the action of the Bath waters, ſo very ſalutary to the 
nervous influence. For, whatever the wit or ridi- 
eule of Dr. Lucas may have ſuggeſted to the con- 
trary, the waters of all the different hot baths at 
Bath, are known to contain more or leſs ſulphur; 
tho* not in in any particular form, which that very 
ingenious Chemiſt could diſcover in his analyſis. The 
commencement of the Horatian epiſtle to Numonius 
Vala, (as far as it is intelligible thro' a period “ of 2 
mile, and a parentheſis within a parentheſis) contains 
much medical information. The. poet having tried 
the hot bath at Baiz, to- no purpoſe, was now uſing 
the cold bath, for the recovery of his health, (by the 
advice of Antonius Muſa) amid froſt and. ſnow : 
from whence we may perceive, that the preſent ſalu- 
tary practice of winter bathing is as old as the Au- 
zuſtine age. Antonius Muſa, phyſician extraordi- 
nary to the emperor, was at this time, (viz. when 
the epiſtle was written) in high vogue at the court 

| of 


* This is perhaps a ſtriking fingular inſtance of the moſt con- 
fuſed ſentence in all Horace's works; for he is (in general) not only 
2 moſt pleaſant and agreeable, but likewiſe as clear and intelligible 
an author, as any which the Auguſtine age has produced. 
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of Rome, having juſt before performed a cure upon 
Auguſtus himſelf, by the judicious uſe of the cold For 
bath. But how tranſient the glory, and ſhort-lived ſtate 
the patronage beſtowed on the beſt praQitioners of I I be 
the healing art! for cold bathing being the faſhion, 
and like all other new-diſcovered remedies, expected 
to cure every complaint; it was preſcribed for al 
diſorders, but the ſame preſcription that had, in fo 
extraordinary a manner, relieved Auguſtus, having 
unluckily killed Marcellus; the ſcience of phyſic, and 
all its profeſſors, fell into their original contempt, 
This I attribute to the Romans being unacquainted 
with the operation of medicine; for I am ſorry to 
fay, that (tho? your favourites) they were little better 
than an ignorant people, even in their moſt improved Wl and 
ſtate; the art of war being the only one that they mati. 
underſtood, | ſicall 
« Tu regere imperis pepulos, Romane memento wu 
the beſt characteriſtic encomium that the wit, taſte, 
and genius of Virgil could beſtow on his countrymen. "T 
Again: 
t Tollere nodoſam neſcit medicina podagram,” is another Wl gun: | 
Horatian aphoriſm ; and can any thing be better ex- 
f prelled, fold di 
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preſſed; or in the general, be more true in obſeryation? 
For if it be not true that, in the preſent improved 
ſtate of medicine the gout is abſolutely incurable, yet 
| believe you will allow that this is a ſingularly eritital 
malady, which no judicious phyſician would ever at- 
tempt to cure; and thoſe daring empirics, who make 
the attempt, if ever they do remove the gouty parox- 
iſms, generally at the ſame time remove their pa- 
tients out of this troubleſome world. ert 
Once more, read the following ſtanza— 1 

Creſcit indulgens ſibi dirus bydrops ; 

Nec faim pellit, niſi cauſa morbi 

Fugerit vemis, et aquoſus albo, 

Corpore languor ; 

and tell me, if what the faculty call a Lencophleg- 
matia, * was ever more beautifully or more ſcienti- 
= deſcribed? Horace 2 improved himſelf 


much 


— 


* This word is derived from 2evxos, white, and: (reyuc, phlegm, 
or humour; and this phlegm (in its common ſenſe) is what Horace 
alludes to. When ſpeaking of himſelf, he ſays, præcipue e ſanus rift 
quum PITUITA moleſta eff ; © that he is in good health, unleſs when 
a defluction of phlegm is troubleſome, — Celſus, a phyſician of 
ſome note, who lived about the reign of Nero, makes a curious three- 
fold diyifion of dropſies; and calls the 3d ſort leucophleginatia ; and 
wich he believed to proceed from ſome defect of the liver and ſpleen. 
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much from the converſation of his medical friend 
—_ as I hope mg gy 
. a &c. 

P. 8. Since the above letter was written I have 
had an unexpected opportunity of referring to the 
works of Ariſtotle. In proof of what I have already 
aſſerted, ſpeaking of the heart, in his chapter con- 
cerning animals, he has theſe expreſs words, xa: 
KA Gvlois vevga weil: in ipſis cavitatibus nervi inſunt. 
«In the very cavities (of. the heart) there are nerves,” 
as the antients called them; tendons according to the 
modern expreſſion: this ours for itſelf, and needs no 
further comment. ; | 
Ü I have been juſt dipping into his chapter, web: gra, 
concerning plants : and I think that here, as well as 
in his Poetics, he ſhews, that he was, or might have 
been, if he choſe it, a firſt rate poet, for he is ever ful 
of, metaphorical expreſſions: he talks of & , the 
veins of trees; and the ſap he calls una, the mar- 
row : and he likewiſe mentions Kea Je, the heart of 
a tree, by the ſame ſtrong phraſe, as we now ſay, the 

| | heart 
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heart of oak. I agree with you, and believe with 
moſt others, in thinking our immortal Lock, a much 
greater, and to my conception a much clearer meta- 
phyſician than Ariſtotle. But there is no ſuch com- 
pariſon between the general abilities of the two, men ; 
for the genius of the former (great as it was) was 


confined to certain ſubjects, that of the latter was 
unlimited, 


7 
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LETTER XII. 
on VARIOUS SUBJECTS. 


Ut Piftura Poefis erit, que fi propius ſtes, 


Te capiet magis. | Hon. 


SIR, | 
THINK that the motto from Horace can never 
be better applied than to Virgil. I dipped into 
the ZEneid at firſt with a view only to the wound now 
under conſideration ; but, in the language of romance, 
I have been fo ſpell-bound by the charms of the Vir- 
gilian page, that I quit it with reluQance, even for 
the re-peruſal of the Homeric ; not that Homer is 
not a greater poet than Virgil, or that the Iliad is not 
upon the whole a nobler and more ſtriking poem than 
the Æneid; but that the productions of the Mantuan 
Muſe, ſome how improve more than any other on 3 
repeated 


JR, 
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repeated peruſal, To come to the purpoſe—/Eneas's 
laſt wound, as defcribed in the 12th book, is the 
counter-part of that of Menelaus, with only this dif- 
ference, that in Menelaus's caſe, the barbs of the ar- 
row were not in the fleſh; but here the ſtem of the 
arrow was broken, and the barbs remained fixed in 
the fleſh of the thigh, as it is generally underſtood. 
At this moment I have not Virgil by me, but from 
moſt circumſtances, more particularly by the phraſe 
„ Alternos longi nitentem cuſpide greſſus.” 
I think the wound muſt be there, or thereabout ; tho? 
I do not remember that Virgil expreſsly ſays ſo: be 
that as it may, that wound is confuſedly announced, 
and no wiſe equal to the Homeric one from whence 
it was, in ſome meaſure, copied. In this place, how- 
ever, the hero wiſhes to have à little heroic ſurgery 
performed ; for, in his rage for the fight, he deſires 
his attending friends to cut out the barbed dart with 
the points of their ſwords ; but Iipis, the old army 
ſurgeon, knew better, and practiſed according to the 
beſt of his knowledge; but vain was human aid! 
the poet is therefore forced to have recourſe to ſuper- 
natural agency, and the Mother-Goddeſs very oppor- 
| K 2 | tunely 
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tunely comes in to the aſſiſtance of her afflicted ſon; 
the applies the Ditany of Crete, but forgets not to 
add a little of the precious juice of Ambroſia, and 
odoriferous Panacæa: the two laſt are metaphorici 
herbs, and not to be found i in any botanical garden in 
Europe 3 but the Ditany of Crete is well known, and 
generally eſteemed a vulnerary herb; it is a ſpecies 
of the Origanum, or wild Marjoram. Virgil ſhew 
himſelf every where an excellent botaniſt, if he be 
not ſo good a ſurgeon as Homer. Take the deſcrip. 
tion of the plant in the poet's own words : 
Puberibus caulem faliis, & flore comantem 
Purpureo. Eq 
e The ſtalk or ſtem with downy. or woolly leaves, 
and the head crowned or topped with a purple flower.” 
I have ſeen this herb, I believe, in the botanical gar- 
den at Kew. You are an eminent botaniſt, and! 
only an amateur of the art. I have not a Linnæu 
to refer to, but you have; and if you do, you maj 
poſſibly find that Virgil's account of the Ditany (il 
but the root, and that he has not mentioned) maj 
differ only from his in this reſpect, that the one b 
written in proſe, and the other in beautiful verſe. 
Your's, &c. 


P. G. 


| ſon; 
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P. S. In anſwer to your ſhort query in your laſt 
fayour, juſt this minute received, viz. why I think 
Demoſthenes a greater orator than Cicero; 1 fay, 
that judgement is formed upon the different effect 
that their orations had upon their auditors ; for when 
Demoſthenes concluded, the general cry was, © let 
us march againſt Philip!” and Cicero's harangue 
being ended, the general exclamation was, © what 
a beautiful diſcourſe the orator has delivered! But 
this was not always the caſe. I have not read any of ; 
Cicero's orations for many years : but, if I remem- 
ber rightly, his oration pro Marco Marcello, had a 
different and ſuperior effect: for, as well as I can 
recollect, Cæſar went into the ſenate-houſe or court 
of judicature, determined to condemn Marcellus, in 
ſpite of the fine things that the orator might advance 
in his favour : but the reſult of the buſineſs did equal 
honour to the abilities of the one, and the feelings of 
the other, For the orator's addreſs to the Conqueror 
of the World is, in my humble opinion, as great a 
maſter- piece of oratory as the world has ever pro- 
duced, But between the general abilities of the two 
men, compariſon is at an end. Demoſthenes was 


2 only 
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only an orator and politician ; whereas Cicero was x 
man of almoſt univerſal talents ; and tho” he has been 
ridiculed by Juvenal as a bad poet; his defence 

Archius the poet, ſhews, that at leaſt he underſtood 
the noble principles of the art, as well as * man of 
the age in which he lived. 
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 Pacifer huic dederat furem Cylenius alan, 
Moly vocant ſuperi, nigrd radice tenetur. Ovi. 


SIR, 
T has been a moat point with the learned, that 
no internal medicines were given at the time of 
the Trojan War. I am not quite certain, however, 
that the inſtance I am now giving, does not in ſome 
meaſure contradict the aſſertion : read the ſequel, and 
judge for yourſelf. I have been full in my remarks 
on the botanical knowledge of Virgil : and perhaps 
this one of the few ſciences, in which he was ſupe- 
rior to his great maſter. However, Homer, though 
he treats but little concerning the properties of herbs, 
whenever he does, his deſcription is accurate. Turn 


to 
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to the 1oth book of the Odyſſey, where Ulyſſes, go. 
ing to the palace of Circe, to ſeek after his loſt friends, 
met the God Mercury, in diſguiſe, who gave him 


an antidote againſt the medical 1828 of the celebrated 


enchantreſs. 
. Toge GPapmaxcy, 


gn wiv wehay ron, —_ de LA @vbos, 

MGaau de wiv Nν,ẽ t O. | 
« He (viz. Mercury) gave an herb, the root was 
black, but the flower like milk : the gods call it Moly. 
This herb is a ſpecies of the Allium, or Garlick, I 
have ſeen this herb likewiſe, I believe, in the bota- 
nical garden at Kew; the flower was literally white 
as milk, the root I never ſaw ; but was informed that 
it was black, and ftill retains the claſſical name of 
the Homeric Moly. It is mentioned by f. 
Greek authors, and I believe by Galen: it is little 
uſed in modern preſcription. I have ſeen ſome 
account of it in ſome old medical diſpenſary, com- 
poſed about the time of the witching days of Bigot 
James, where it is adviſed as a ſpecific againſt witch- 
craft. Pray do you know any thing of the efficacy 
of the herb? is it a carminſtive, or anywiſe calcu- 
lated to relieve thoſe nervous or hypocondraical diſ- 
| * 


„ go. 


ends, 
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eaſes, which were ſuppoſed to proceed from the effect 
of magic you would laugh at the long notes of ſome 
learned . commentators on this paſſage : but let us 
advert a little to the orignal text. Here we are told, 
that the goddeſs Circe gave her Paguaxe or drugs in 
the bread that her gueſts eat, and in the wine which 
they drank ; and that this, together with the opera- 
tion of her wand, transformed them into brutes. ] 
Let us abſtract the veil of poetry, and conſider the 
matter in the tile of common ſenſe—Circe was a 
beautiful woman, and noted demi-rep. of antiquity, 
reſided on a pleaſant iſland, and captivated by her per- 
ſonal charms ; and if ſhe gave any. drug, I ſhould 
ſuſpect, that like the fair Hellen, ſhe exhibited ſome 
nepenthe or opiate in her wine, which made the 
drinkers, in ſome meaſure, forget themſelves and their 
former ſtate ; and this, together with pleaſure and 
ſenſuality, might authorize the metaphorical expreſ- 
ſion of their being transformed into brutes. As an 
humourous proof of the virtue of the herb alluded to, 
I remember an anecdote, of what is called in this 
part of the world, a White witch, that is, an anti- 
witch, or a good wizzard, who counteracts the power 
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of the bad & male volent ones. This man, a novel 
genius in his capacity of an exorciſt, uſed to mix up i 
doſe of garlic and fome other fœtid herbs, with thi 
deſign : that he concluded, that the Devil himſelf 
could not ſtand the ſtink of the herbs that he had pre. 
pared for his repaſt; and therefore that he would 
de obliged to quit his patient nolens wolens. I can- 
not ſay, but that I wiſh the faid King James and the 
majority of his Lords and Commons, had taken 
plentiful doſe of the magical antidote, which in all 
probability would have made them fo fick and ſorry, 
that they would not have had time to paſs an ad, 
whereby half the old women in the kingdom were 
| liable to undergo a violent death, under the abſurd 
idea of exerting an inconceivable influence, 
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AMPUTATED HANDS. 
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SR, 


MONG the ſingular death-wounds in the 
Iliad, I now refer you to the 5th Book, where 
Euripylus wounds Hypſenor, the prieſt of Scamander, 
with a ſtroke of the ſword— 'aw I' a, xiiga. Hagia 
« 2nd cut off his heavy hand,” arte be ig wedia 
7:7, « but the bloody hand fell on the plain,” and 
leath enſued, Thgs is almoſt the only paſſage of the 
fort, that Pope has honoured with a medical remark, 
tho' he has been copious in his general obſervations 
on the great variety of deaths and wounds, &c. He 
tells us here, that Homer makes this man die upon 
the cutting off his arm, which is an-inſtance of his 
(kill, for the —_ flux of blood that. muſt follow 
ſuch 


— —— — 
. I ˙˙ 
— —— IE 
: 4 
3 


” &was:ms. — —— rw D nid. —— OSS 
„ - — — — = — _ — 


2 

\ i 
v'Y 
| ; 
7 / 
1 . 
i" 8 
4 ; 
$ . 


* SINGULAR INSTANCES or 1120 
ſuch a wound, would be the immediate cauſe d 
death; for my own part, I do not clearly under. 
ſtand how much, or what part of the arm (if any) 
might be cut off with the hand. Homer has not 
announced this matter with his wonted accuracy; 
for he only ſays, in general terms, that the for, 
ruſhing with the ſword, „ 'm\ao' df, ſmote the 
ſhoulder, and cut off the as before mentioned; 
from which vague terms it is not quite clear, but 
that the whole arm might be taken off together with 
the hand. Pope has made the matter clear in his 


- verſion, tho? I do not e ee ee 


the original. 


* On his broad ſhoulder fell the forceful brand, 


Then, glancing downward, lopp'd his holy hand.” 


This wound (tho' with ſome conſiderable variety) 
has been imitated by Virgil, as*I have already re- 
marked. But Lucan, in his Pharſalia, has carried 
this matter to an extraVagant height. In | your exten- 
ſive library you may eaſily turn from one volume to 


another, you will perceive my meaning clearly, if 


you dip into the 3d Book, and peruſe the deſcription 


of the ſea-fight between the Maffilians and D. Brutus, 
i, : where, 
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„„ 
ſhip of the enemy; 


« mighty blow from Ae it,” but the 
hand, immortua nervi. (a bold expreſſion |) continued 
its hold; and his right hand being off, «< in/flaurat 
jreha lævd, * he renews the fight with his left; 
and that likewiſe being cut off, © cum toto lacerte,” 
together with the whole arm, after receiving many 
ſtabs, n run thro? and thro'; 2 
cuſpide. 4 G 
4399 9595⁵ — Abe 
Infiuit, fab nociturus pondere, puppim. 
and.” he, a mangled trunk, took a deſperate leap into the 
hoſtile ſhip, and helped to ſink it by his dying 
weight.” Here's a brave ſailor for you ! what boaſted 
Britiſh tar can come near him? ' Lucan talks of &. A- 
racula fati, the miracles of fate,” that diſtinguiſhed 
the battles which he recorded; and pray is not this 
one of them? This extravagantly-hyperbolical account - 
tranſcends all comment of my feeble pen. Pray is 
not this Roman, ſomewhat like, or rather far ex- 
VOL, III, L ceeding 
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ceeding Witherington in the Scoteh bAlad bf oy 
Chaſe? - | en B41 
Wuen both his legs were ſmirten off, | 
He fought upon his ſtump6. 
I have a confuſsd/notion/ef-ſothething/@ little ſimia 
on authentic record, at one of the Greciun ſes- 
fights ; when a ſallor, for ſome ſmüll time (after 
bis hands were amputated, ſtill held the enemyt 
ſhip by his teeth. I recellect another ſome wit ſimi 
lar inſtance, but it is ſo long ago, chat I al meſf 41 
get the particulars; but When I'wwag very young, 
remember to have ſeen a ſailor without any hand: 
| there was, at that time, -a-well-authenticated account 
given of the occaſion; by ieh it appeared, that by 
| ſome means or other, he had beentthrown overbairl 
from a long- boat. I believe the boat was in diftfirl 
and the crew nearly ſtarving ſor want of proviſions; 
and that they dre w lots who-ſhould be firſt eaſt orcr- 
but the man on whom the lot ſell, ſwam after the 
boat, and continued to cateh hold of the rudder, o 
ſome other part of it; in conſequence of vchich at- 
tempt to ſave himſelf from drowning, both his hands 
were by the crew chopped off, one aſtet the other: 
3 nevertbeleſ 
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he continued to ſwim after them, or 
is his comrades phraſed. it, to walk in the water» 
inſomuch, that after ſome time, the remaining failors 
in the boat, moved by compaſſion, took him in again; 
but the bl Extta hart of this Vuſinels bs that tho 
there was not 3 ſurgeon, or even a ſurgeon's, mate 
on board; the ftfux ef Need was ſtopped, and the 
wounds in a fair way. of healing before the boat could 
reach any port—comment, on ah theſe: accounts, and 


nme 8 "=o 
You, &c. 
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NB. Thom beni another der ce | 
13th Iliad ; whete Pope not only tranſlates juſtly and 
beautifully, but- likewiſe comments ſcientifically: 
ſpeaking of a ſpear Neg tots the e 
og her he , 4 . | 4 

Rep ot wigs wa on | 

be long lance ſhakes, and vibrates in the wound.” | 
Pope, who, I. believe knew, very little of anatomy, 
phyſiology, or ſurgery, bas compoſed his Fun 
from extracts of different authors, who. have, written 
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Cedet rudis muſa feroci. Ei. 
Et defti furor arduus Lauren.  Apud ineert Aud. 


The ruder muſe of Ennius, rough old ſage ! 
Shall yield, and n Le lofty age. 


7 N 
1 


| Sm, 


\HE firſt line of the mito bs ane true, but 

the ſecond contains rather an extravagant. com- 
pliment. Lucan, as a poet, is certainly inferior to 
Lucretius ; but his Pharſalia, conſidered (as it "an 
ought to be) as an hiſtorical j poem, poſſeſſes great 
merit: his page has to me all the charms of novelty 
for it never met my eyes till now. The fevera 
characters of Czſar, Pompey, and Cato, are moſt ju- 


rn and beautifully diſcriminated ; tho from the 
author's 
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zuthot 8 political puinciples, he. is no great friend to 
we firſt and moſt: illuſtrious of the three, In the 
frit book, nowr/before-me; Lucan very. poptically-des 
ſcribes the rapidity-of Cxſar s marches, by aſſerting, 
nian ſling, or an arrow from the” Parthian bow he 
two different employment of the two ſacred: officers, 
the Bardi and the Druids, The office of the former 
was to celebrate the exploits of wazriors lain in battle; 
but take his adtireſs to them in his own words, than 
which, I think, no- Latin verſe but-that of Virgil can 
be more beautiful. Read and accept my flying verſion. 

Vos quoque gui fortes animas, belloque peremptas 

Laudibus in Inugum vates dimittitis avum 

Plurima ſecuri fudiſtis carmina bardi. 

Tis yours, ye bards 1 to-fing in lofty frain, 

The ſouls. of mighty chiefs in-battle ſain; | 

And like yourſelves, midſt war's alarms ſecure, 

Your num 'rous lays long ages ſhall. endure. 


The buſineſs of the latter, (via. nee to 
ſuperintend the ſacred offices of religion; and he ex- 
heßly ſays, that they taught, even in that rude age, 
the ſublime but myſterious doctrines of the tranſmi- 

| 1 A 3 gration 
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gration and immortality of the ſoul. Lucan has, ] 
think, been poetically diffuſe in relating the prodi- 
dies that the civil wars: but I more par. 

ticularly: deſire to call your attention to that part 
where Aruns, the Tuſcan augur, examines the en- 
trails of a ſteer, or bull newly ſlain; and I think you 
will perceive the ſuperſtition of the Roman people, 
and their ignorance of natural cauſes ; for all the bad 
ominous appearances were owing to a diſſolved ſtate 
of the blood, as it is evident that the beaſt ſacrificed, 
muſt have been ill of the murrain (as deſcribed by 
Virgil) or of ſome other malignant and putrid diſeaſe, 
How little has common ſenſe, or indeed ag ** to 
do with ent. 


P. S. As a plain proof of the diſſolved ſtate of the 
blood in the ſteer ſacrificed, advert -to the following 
verſe s | 

 - Nec cruor emicuit ſolitus ; e ut, 


| Plurimus e eee. 


But 


1. ITZ F 


But 
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But I cannot ſay that I thoroughly underſtand the au- 
gur's phraſe, & cor jaceti Does he mean that the 
heart lay low ia ſituation; or does he mean that the 
heart lay fill and did not palpitate, as was uſual in 
animals that were opened alive, like thoſe in the R- 
man ſacrifices e r 
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Sin, A 
eee 3d Book of the Phu. D 
alia, and in the ſea-fight already alluded to, 4 

you will be entertained with a double death-wound Wl 
of a very curious nature: the deſcription is moſt A 
ſingular, and not copied or even imitated from either a 
Homer or Virgil. Since my laſt letter I have met > 
with Rowe's Tranſlation, I ſhall therefore give you Kos 
the original, together with that, which is in this place F 


very juſt to the ſenſe of the author, Buit, to perceive 
the full force and propriety of the twofold wound, 
you will recollect, that Tagus, the ſea- officer, who 
CORY was engaged with two ſhips of the enemy. 
— Dum pugnat ab alta 
Puppe Tagus, Graiumque audax apluftre ret 
Terga ſimul pariter miſſis et pectora telis 

| Tranſigitur, medio concurrit peftore ferrum, 


: 


£#% 


At length the ſteely ſhafts at once gave way s.- 
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Done urraſfur ſimul lurgur cruor expulit hear. 


When from the lofty poop, whence fierce he fonght, 
Tagus to ſeize a Grecian veſſel ſought ; | 
But double death his daring hand repreſs d, 
One ſpear transſix d his back, and one his = 


And deadly met within his heaving cheſt. 


Doubtful awhile the flood was ſeen to ſtay, * 5 


As Y 43&4 3% 


Teo 
* 864291 


Then fleeting life a twofold paſſage found, 


{And ran Gvided from each Rreaming wound. F 


Take another piftureſque deſcription from the fame 


nayal engagement. 


Dum cupit in fociam Gyareus erumpere puppim 
Excipit immiſſum ſuſpenſa per ilia ferrum, 
Aﬀfixuſque rati, tele retenente, pependit. 


To fill his place bold Gyareus efſay'd, 
But paſſing from a neighb'ring ſhip was ſtay'd : 
Swift thro? his loins a flying javelin truck, 
And nail'd him to the veſſel he forſook. Rows. 


Take 


ww _REMARES& MJ 
Take. deſcriptions. as. they, are; inſtead of, giyi 
my comments, yours are expected b 77 
Nee e 
F. S. I fince-find; om Better inforitationy that Lu. 
can's hyperbolically-poetical* account of the failor's 
extra exploits after the loſs of his hands, had the fol. 
lowing foundation : one Acifius, | a ; matſrief, but for- 
merly a foot-ſoldiet of the roth legion, having loſt 
his right hand in tbe ſea-fight, grappled t the « enemies 
frigate, or ſome imall veſſel with his left hand; and 
did not quit his hold, till the veſſel, ſunk. _ This fact 
is ſupported upon the united authorities, of, Valerius 
Maximus, and Plutarch. 
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O * all the pages . th Pharſalia, I wud moſt 
particularly recommend the latter part of che 
gth Book. o. , your peruſal, f for there vo will find 
copious materials in your on way. Lucan- s origin 
of ſerpents in Africa, is moſt poetically and roman- 
tically attributed to the blood that diſtilled from the 
pond head of the gorgon Meduſa 
— virus Aillantis tabe 22 
You will kreis be much delighted with the na- 
tural .hiſtory of venemous ſerpents, -exemplified in a 
great variety of inſtances ; moſt of them I believe are | 
found to exiſt except the Amphiſbena, which 1 
take to be a creature of the imagination; for if 
ever 
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52 ever there was a ſerpent with two heads, it muſt have 


been a monſtrous and. not a natural production. But 
I deſire chiefly to refer you to the fatal caſes of the 
ſeveral- ſoldiers. The ſtandard-bearer, Aulus, ( 
young man of noble family) was the firſt that ſuffered, 
by the bite of the Dipfas : the unquenchable and 
fatal thirſt that enſued, was attended with no violent 
or any other alarming ſymptom : | 
Viæ dolor, aut ſenſus dentis fuit.”  _ 
Was this uncommon thirſt the ſpecific action of the 
virus, or the mere reſult of feveciſh heat ?—Unlucky 
Sabellus next felt the tooth of the Seps on his ancle; 
attended with ſymptoms moſt unaccountably malig- 
nant : the venom of this diminutive reptile i is deſcribed 
as poſſeſſing a power not only of diflolving the blood, 
but even the fleſh and the bones. Among other par- 
ticulars, it is expreſsly faid, to perform this operation 
on the © vincula nervorum : does he mean nerves 
in the true ſenſe, or only tendons? Is there any ani- 
mal poiſon in nature really poſſeſſed of ſuch deſtructive 
power? Or rather, is not the account incredibly 
| exaggerated by the author's fancy ?—Naſidius experi- 
_ enced different, but equally horrible, effects from the 
J [781-91 18 7 9 2 poiſon 
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poiſon of the burning Preſtor ; for he was almblt 3 in- 
ſtantly inflamed and ſwoln all over his body. y 

late tollomte veneno. 

This man's body is recorded to be ſo peculiarly 
putrid, that the birds of prey would not touch it; and 
his comrades were afraid to come near enough wo 
corpſe to give it burial, but L 

creſcens fugire cadaver. . 

fled from the carcaſe, which continued to ſwell or 
gro dn ſize even after death. 


Impreſſt dentes Hemorrhiis aſpera Tullo 
Magnanimo juveni, admiratorique Catonis. 
Next the rough Hæmorrhõis impreſſed her teeth on 
Tullus, a magnanimous youth, an admirer of Cato and 
of his virtues : and Cato's favourite bled from every 
pore :—the poiſon of this huge ſerpent (characterized 
in a former part of the poem by the title of “ ingens) 
evidently ated by diſſolving the craſis of the blood: 
and therefore the ęffects may be accounted for; ſince 
ſomething ſimilar, (tho? in a leſs degree) generally 
occurs in moſt putrid and malignant fevers. There 
13 one remarkable expreſſion in the original, 
« Sudor rubet. The ſweat was red. 
vol. III. M 


which, 
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which, I think, in fome © WH, accounts for the 
operation 'of that fatal ah called by way of emi- 
nence, <« the ſweat; ; ” and which ſome hundred years 
ago was id. peculiarly deſtructive to the conſtitutions 
of Engliſhmen: and, i in my humble opinion, the caſe 
was ſimply thus—the blood, in a diſſolved ſtate, tranſ- 
uded thro' the uſual outlets of perſpiration. 

There is no end to theſe venemous animals ; for 
in the words of the poet, the next misfortune fell upon 
« thee, O Lævus!“ but thy death was compaſſtive 
happy ; for the poiſon of the cold afp ſeemed to be 
of a deleterious nature, and to ſuſpend the nervous in- 
fluence without pain or inflammation: «© nullague dolore.” 
And this circumſtance juſtifies the conduct of queen 
Cleopatra, in chooſing to die of the bite of the little 
ſleepy ſerpent of her own. Nile. — But to proceed in 
the horrid catalogue; a cruel ſerpent, called by the 
Romans Jaculum from its reſemblance to a javelin, 
darted at a diſtance from an old trunk of a tree, and 
fixed on the temples of Paulus. Lucan adds, 


NM ibi virus agit ; rapuit cum vulnere fatum. 
Not poiſon but a wound the warrior flew. Rows. 


I can 


I can 
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| can nowiſe underſtand either by the n or the - 
tranſlation, in what manger this wound was mortal : 

if it had not been ſpecified as a wound, I. ſhould ſup- 
poſe the ſoldier was killed from the blow, as the ani- 


mal darted ſo ſwiftly and violently. Pray, do you not 


think it poſſible, that the darting animal might ſome- 


how divide the temporal artery, and ſo cauſe death by 


the conſequent effuſion of blood? More miracles ! 
In the name of wonder what have we here in the 


next caſe of Murrus ? Take the poet's own words 
This warrior having ſtabbed a Baſiliſk with the paige 


of i ger e, e eee 


— 


| Invaditque manum 


« The active poiſon runs along the ſpear, and 
—[ have heard the fame effect 
attributed to the bite of the American rattle-ſnake : 


invades the hand.” 


velox ern Wb tela e 


both facts tranſcend my belief: but this ſaid Mur- 


rus (whom I ſuſpect to be a ſurgeon as well as 
a ſoldier) ſtopped all further miſchief, we are told, 


by choping off his hand at once : but I think ſuch an 


operation, unleſs performed in the very inſtant, would 
have been ineffectual. Fi or if the venom ran ſo ra- 


M 2 


pidly 
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pidly along the ſpear, it muſt have extended beyond the 
hand, before that could oy be rr What 
think you of ** matters? . 


Yours, &c. 


P. S. I had forgot to mention the fell ſcorpion e; 
the Solpuga, a ſpecies of venemous emmet or ant; and 
the Cereſta, an horned ſerpent; and beſides all theſe 
there are even yet other ſerpents, viz. the Cher- 
ſyder, an amphibious animal, that lives both an 
land and in the water; the ſlimy Chelyder; the 
Speckled Cenchris ; the Ammodytes, that lies con- 
cealed in the ſand ; the Scythale, that caſts her ſlough 
in the winter; the Natrix, or the Swimmer + ; and 
the Pareas, that makes furrows in the ſand. I need 
not tel] you, that moſt of theſe names of ſerpents are 
expreſſive of their qualities. 


* The Scorpion is, properly ſpeaking, an inſet of arg ſize.— 
+ A kind of water ſerpent. 
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—  —  — — — —  —  C— 
SIR, | - 

A you AER Rs . think 1 can pro- 
miſe you much pleaſure, by the further peruſal 
of the afore-mentioned gth book ; for there I ſhall 
beg leave to introduce you to the Pſyllians, the moſt 
extraordinary people, according to our author's ac- 
count, that ever this world produced, and very pro- 
perly ſituated amidſt all the viperous brood. Would 
you ſuſpect another miracle ſo ſoon? Here you have 
it—read and judge: 88 


Gens unica terras, 


Incolit, a ſævo Serpentiim innoxia morſu, 
Marmaridæ PHliwau — 
« The Pſylli ; the only nation on the face of the 
earth, who could not be hurt by the bites of ſerpents.” 
He likewiſe mentions a moſt ſingular cuſtom. pre- 


M3 railing 
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vailing among this poiſon-proof nation. When any 
good men ſuſpect their wives of being connected with 
men of another tribe or people, ut rf 
Letifics dubios explorant aſpide purtun. 

they make the following experiment: if the new-born 
babes can bear the bite of the aſp unhurt, they declare 
them genuine Pſyllians, otherwiſe not. This tells 
well in fiction, but can never be reconciled to the 
belief of the natural hiſtorian. Some of this tribe that 
followed the Roman camp, exorciſed it by ſpells and 
charms, and likewiſe made large fires round it ; and 
burnt a great variety of herbs, ſuppoſed to be poſſeſſed 
of a ſmell or quality calculated to keep ſerpents ata 
due diſtance. The poet recounts a large catalogue 
of herbs of this deſcription, and fuch as will afford 
- ample materials for the exerciſe of your botanical 
knowledge. He. likewiſe does not fail to avail 
bimſelf of the powers of the potent Panacæa; 2 


®* This word, in its true and genuine ſenſe, Gignifies a medicine 
that cures all diſeaſes : and any foreigner would ſuppoſe, that our 
Engliſh empirics, or quack doctors, by their confidence in advertiſing 
to eure all diſorders, were in poſſeſſion of this medicine. But # 
| their boaſted naſtrums, upon a moderate computation, kill fire where 

they cure one; the odds (in the gambler's phraſe) ſeem to be i 
their disfavour. 


any 
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— herb of all virtues, but exiſting no where 
in the nature of things, and the pure coinage of 
poets* brains. He likewiſe particularizes the well- 
known herb Centaury, (vulgo centory) and by the 
phraſe . Theſſala Centaurea,”” gives reaſon. to think, 
that the name was derived from that famous antient 
practitioner of medicine, the Centaur Chiron : but the 
uſual practiſe of this tribe, in preventing the ill con» 
ſequences of venemous bites, inflicted on ſtrangers, 
was, we are told, to make uſe of charms, (but God 
knows how) and. fearing theſe ſhould not ſucceed 3 
they made a circle round the wound with their own 
faliva, or ſpittle; to confine the poiſon as in a magic 
circumference ; and tl. en they ſuck'd it out with their 
lips: and this laſt practiſe I believe, contained the 
whole ſecret of the buſineſs. - This ſeems to have 
been a rational practiſe, and likewiſe a ſafe one; for 
as Cato obſerves in the beginning of his march, when 
his ſoldiers came to a well, ſurrounded by and full of 
ſerpents, 


n * 


Moria ſerentim oft admiſſu ſanguine peim, 
Marſu virus habent, & fatum dente minantur, . 
00" 


- Pocula-murte carents 1 wn, 
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We. 24 Riener e 2 da} 
My ſoldiers drink, and dread nor death nor pain; 

When urg'd to rage, their teeth the  ſerpents fix, 

And venom with our vital j Juices mix; f | 


Tube peſt infus'd, thro? every vein runs round, ® , 
o 


. 


Infefts the maſs, and death 1s in the wound ; 
Harmleſs and ſafe, no poiſon here they ſhed. —Ronz 


* . * * * — . , 


And this fadt is further proved by the conduct of ſome 
German empiric that I have heard of: who boaſted 
that he had an infallible antidote for the bite of'a 
viper; and in. order to prove it, he uſed to get a 
number of people around him, and in. their preſence 
enrage a viper, and cauſe it to bite a bit of fleſh, 
which he immediately ſwallowed, and then took the 
antidote,, which he well knew there was no occaſion 
for, nor virtue in. But the patients of the German 
doctor did not ſucceed fo well; for all thoſe who were 
bitten by vipers, and relied on his noſtrums, found 
no good effect: which led to the diſcovery after the 
following manner: one of the doctor's patients, rather 
of more diſcernment than the reſt, being told, that the 


= noftrum he delivered was an infallible cure for the 


kite he had received, humbly requeſted the doctor 
* Cans | 1 
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to make the experiment upon himſelf, by being bitten 
a little by a viper. The doctor ſhuddered at the 
thought ; made ſome plauſible excuſe ; viz. that his 
blood was not at that time in a proper ſtate for the 
experiment; but that at ſome future period he would 
have no objection to make the trial on himſelf. In 
the mean time the doctor decamped, and was no 
more heard of in that part of the world. This igno- 
rant and daring empiric however, added to the im- 
provement of real ſcience, by proving that the poiſan 
of the viper might be ſwallowed, without any detri- 
ment to the conſtitution. | 


Yours, &c. 
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WORD more of the Phil 1—I cannot h * 

Afri 

preciſely in what part of the vaſt continent df 1 

Africa this nation was ſituated. Rowe, in one of his Med 

notes, informs us, that the Pſyllians were near neigh- T 

bours to the Naſamones,+ a barbarous people that lived * 

near the Syrtes Major. According to Rowe, the a 
Syrtes are two gulfs upon the Coaſt of Africa, in the 

Mediterranean ſea, The firſt, which is that here * 

mentioned, called Syrtes Major, (now Golfo di So- | 

locho) lies between Cyrenaica, (now the kingdom of ty 


Barca) and the river Cinyps, or Ciruphus. The 
other, called Syrtes Minor, (now Golfo de Capes 
on the Coaſt of Barbary, between Tunis and Tripoli: 
they are both very dangerous, as being full of ſhoals 
banks of ſand, and rocks. 

| Neither 


+ Who ſupported themſelves by plundering veſſels wreck'd 
their inhoſpitable ſhore. 
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Neither do I clearly underſtand, over what parts 
Cato marched his army, in order to reach, what 
Horace calls, Jubz Tellus, + the Land of Juba ; but 
in their way the army was obliged to paſs by both the 
aſorementioned Syrtes, which Lucan very poetically 
deſcribes. According to Lucan's account, Cato muſt 
be ſuppoſed to have penetrated into the very heart of 
Africa : whereas, according to all human probability, 
his march could never, at any time, be far from the 
Mediterranean. 

The march of the Catonic hoſt, ſeems to have have 
much in and about Byzaceum®, which I apprehend to 
be the antient name of the modern Tunis, In ſome 
parts or other of the aforementioned countries, the 
antient Pſylli muſt have had their reſidence. This 
people was faid to live in the midſt of a country of 
ſerpents : which is rather marvellous—becauſe vene- 
mous animals and wild beaſts of all kinds, generally 
ire in parts unfrequented and untrodden by the foot 
of man. 

Moſt exaggerations and 1 ae of the poets 
have for their baſis ſome foundation or other in the 


nature 
} Mauritania, inhabited at preſent by the Moors, and ſituated in 
the weſtern part of Africa. 
The capital of Byzacea, a Roman province. 


FURTHER 
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nature of things. From whence then did the notion 


originate, that the Pſyllians were not obnoxious ty 
the venom of ſerpents? Was it becauſe this race of 
mortals was ſo very familiar with the viperous brood, 
that they were never enqugh irritated by their neat 
approach to bite them at all? Or that the bite did 
no injury? 1 begin to think that the fact, received 
under ſome certain teſtrictions, was true. I fancy you 
will agree with me, that almoſt all poiſons loſe by 
degrees their power of action, by being habituated to 
the canſtitution. This is ſtrictly true of the Vario- 
lous, the Morbillous, and peſtilential Virus: it mayin 
ſome meaſure be affirmed of all mineral and vege- 
table, and why not of the viperous poiſons ? | 
I have read little or nothing of the natural hiſtory 
of ſerpents or vipers; there is, I hear, a treatiſe pro- 
feſſedly written on that ſubject, by Owen; but 
I cannot procure the book in this part of the world; 
yet, from a few circumſtances that have fallen under 
my own obſervation, I have the ſtrongeſt reaſon to 
ſuppoſe, that the viperine poiſon, by being often ap- 
plied to the blood of the ſame animal, does, in courle 
of time, loſe its malignancy. And I think it mult 
| haye 
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have been by this habit, (if at all,) that the Pfylli were 
not ſo much aflicted by the bites of ſerpents as other 
nations. For believe there is not à man in any 
part of the globe, who would not at firſt (before the 
power of habit had taken place) be more or leſs in- 
jured by the bite of an enraged ſerpent ; tho? different 
conſtitutions may be more or leis affected by the ſame : 
ſtimuli ; and ſome conſtitutions are more ſuſceptible 
of one ſtimulus than of another. Every day's practice 
muſt prove this fact to you: what I mean to ſay 
from my own knowledge, is applicable only to our 
Engliſh vipers.— More of this hereafter. 


Yours, &c. 
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SIR, | ge 

Is you are ſo deſirous of every information in {MI 8" 
your profeſſional line ; I will, without order or Sn 
connexian, give you two facts, in ſupport of my he 
former opinion: and whether the caſes do or h * 
not confirm my conjecture, is left to your deciſion, aſc 
Many years ago, I had a ſpaniel dog, (I did not breed WW *® 
him myſelf, nor do I know whether he was ever in- br 
ſtructed to the purpoſe) that would hunt vipers, ſym 
as hounds hunt hares, and would take great appa- ws 
nin 


rent pleaſure in killing them. This circumſtance 


gave me ſome little opportunity of perceiving the ſa- wy 
gacity of the ſpaniel; his uſual mode being to come Nr 


: B 


upon the viper unperceived, ſpring on it on a ſudden, 
ſeize it juſt behind the head, ſhake and bite it tu 
death; and, under theſe circumſtances, in general 
with impunity. If the viper perceived the dog's 
approach, 
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its hole, but coil'd, and ftood in its own defence; 
this cunning domeſtic animal inſtinctively feared the 
conſequences of an open attack, and continued to 
bark and bay, till he compelled the dangerous foe to 
retire ; * when he immediately fprung -after it, and 
generally caught his prey. But under theſe un- 
guarded aſſaults, he ſeldom. ſucceeded without difa- 
greeable conſequences. This ſame dog, ' foon after 
he was in my poſſeſſion, was bitten either in his 
mouth or throat (the wound was too ſmall to be 
aſcertained) and after the ſpace of twenty-four hours, 
no preventive or antidote having been ' uſed; his 
throat ſwelled very much externally ;- and from ſome 
ſymptoms, I doubted whether the imftammation, if 
not timely removed, might not terminate in the ca- 
nine hydrophobia: and I learn'd thus much, however, 
that the venom of the viper, when it affected the fame 
parts, produced nearly the fame effects. For the poor 
allied animal could with great difficulty ſwallow 
either ſolids or fluids : he was then drenched with 
ſweet oil, and the ſame was rubbed into his mouth 
and throat, He recovered, but did not poſſeſs his 

N 2 | former 
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former health for nearly a week. The dog, awed 
by no conſequences, continued his dangerous prac. 
tiſe for three, or four ſummers, He was frequently 
bitten in different parts of the body, and inflammation 
and ſwelling always attended in a greater or Jef 
degree; but at laſt the dog did not ſeem much to 
regard the matter; if he was bitten, the part con- 
tinued to ſwell a little, but the ſwelling generally 
went off in a ſhort time, and always without any 
remedy given inwardly or applied outwardly. 

I have lately had a funilar account from an old 
fellow, who followed mole-catching profeflionally, 
and viper-catching occaſionally. He had a little doz 
(of the mungrel breed, between a ſpaniel and a cur) 
that had been trained to hunt both moles and viper. 
This cur, according to the man's account, muſt 
have been a hardy dog 3 for I could not find that his 
maſter ever adminiſtered any remedy, as often as the 
dog had been bitten in his ſervice. He faid, that the 
firſt ſummer in which he taught the dog this buſineſs 
he was (and no wonder) continually ſick, and almoſt 
dead, But to uſe the maſter's own words—After 
the animal had been accultoined to it, he was very 
little affected. | 


This 
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This, mole-catcher, a man of moſt conſummate 
ignorance, (what is no uncommon caſe) pretended 
to more knowledge than other people; and, after 
much entreaty, he diſcovered to me 2 moſt profound 
ſecret, (and as he boaſted, and I believe truly) known 
to no one elſe. And what do you think this grand ſecret 
was? Neither more or leſs than this : that the poi- 
ſon of a viper (adder he called it) was of that pecu- 
lar quality, that it woula run upwards and no ather 
way; ſo that if a perſon was bitten in the foot, you 
had nothing more to do, than to turn him topſy- 
turvy, and ſet him on his head for a convenient: ſpace 
of time, and that then all the poiſon would. run out 
at the, point of the great toe, and trouble the conſti- 
tution no longer. Hexe is country practiſe for you 
If you have a mind to aſtoniſh the world by a nouvelle 
netbade, you have my permiſſion to adopt the diſ- 
covery: tho' by the bye I much doubt whether ſome 
of the eſtabliſhed theories of the preſent day, have any 
better foundation than this ſingular conceit of an 
unlettered ruſtic. ä 
Vours, &c. 
| o 
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OU are pleaſed to be rather facetious at the 
' expence of my weſt-country viper-catcher, as 
you are pleaſed to call him: tho' give me leave to tel 
you, that had he been educated in London, and early 
initiated in the arts of the metropolis, he might have 
ſtarted up an enterpriſing genius, the prince of quacks 
moſt probably at this time rolling in his chariot, and 
filling the news-papers with numerous cures (of all 
| diſeaſes curable and incurable) atteſted by a ſet of 
well-ſounding plauſible names: but as you ſo parti- 
cularly deſire me to communicate any inſtances, 
coming under my own knowledge, reſpecting the 
effects of bites by vipers; I will, without further 
ceremony, give two inſtances ſomewhat different; 
and to me ſingular, as they are the only two that 


ever came under my obſervation ; tho* perhaps both 
may 
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may be! familiar to you in your extenſive practiſe. 
Some years ago, a ſtout healthy woman, (and the 
mother of ſeveral children) about thirty years of age, 
while gathering of ſtrawberries was bitten in the 
finger by a young viper, that lay concealed under the 
leaves. For, to uſe her own words, «it was not 
much bigger than a ruſh ;*” but after a ſhort time 
her hand began to | ſwell and change colour; and 
after about ſeven or eight hours, the arm up to the 
elbow, was much diſcoloured, and ſpeckled like the 
ſkin of a viper; and during much of this time ſhe 
trembled like one in an ague-fit, After about the 
ſpace of ten hours, a neighbouring apothecary was 
called in ; what remedies he applied I was never in- 
formed ; but in a day or two the woman recovered, 
and is, I believe, alive at this time.—lt ſeems to me 
wonderful that an animal ſo young, and ſo little irri- 
tated, ſhould bite ſo venemouſly : and again, was the 
tremour the effect of the virus acting on the nervous 
ſyſtem, or was it the mere effect of fear and appre- 

henſion ? Dawes 
Take another inſtance that happened nearly about 
the fame time. An ignorant clown, driving his cart 
to 
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to-market, according to his own account, ſaw ſome- 
thing in the hedge baſking itſelf in the ſun, that, to 
his eye, looked, very pretty. Hodge ſtop'd to look, 
and went ſo very near, that the pretty thing darted 
at him, and bit him by the thumb: the thumb 
bled a little ; and I apprehend that the clown, (ac. 
cording to his uſual cuſtom,) ſuck'd out the blood 
with his lips, and proceeded on to the place of his 
deſtination, neither ſick nor ſorry, but like Dryden's 
Simon, © whiſtled as he went for want of thought.“ 
When he came to the market-town, about three hours 
after the accident, ſome people looked at his hand, 
by that time diſcoloured; and aſked him the cauſe? 
« Ha! ha! ha! (ſays Hodge) I'll tell you anon; ” 
and repeated that a pretty thing had caught him by 
the hand: being interrogated what kind of a thing it 
was, he ſaid it had a fiery forky tongue, but made a 
noiſe like a gdoſe, tho” it had no feathers. He was 
perſuaded to apply (ſomewhat reluctantly) to an Apo- 
thecary of the town, who gave him medicines, and 
made ſome topical application; I never could learn 
of what nature, Hodge returned from market as he 
went out, neither ſick nor ſorry, and half-drunk 3s 

uſual; 


2 
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uſual; but the hand remained diſcoloured for ſome 
days. | 
Oa the conſideration of this caſe, was the poi 
(as I ſuſpect it to be) extracted by ſucking the part 
affected? And if this was the fact, how came the 
hand to be diſcoloured, and this diſcolouration to con- 
tinue ſo long? Make the moſt of theſe facts, they 
are authentic. I had forgot to mention, that accor- 
ding to the fool's account, the viper was very large; 
ſince he ſaid, it was as long as his arm, and almoſt as 
big: and as the ſummer was far advanced, and the 
weather remarkably hot, I ſhould have ſuppoſed that 
the bite muſt have been venemous in an extreme 
degree, * 


"= 


P. S. Yout conciſe letter has reached my hands 
juſt in the minute that the above was cancluded, 1 
am ſorry to find that you cannot reliſh the beauties. of 
Lucan, as much as I could wiſh you to do. You 
ſeem to challenge me to produce one inſtance in 
which he is equal to Virgil. 1 am bold to ſay, that 

in 
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in one "reſpeRt he is hiperier to virgu, equal to Mil. 
ton, and only inferior to Homer and Shakſpeare, ] 


mean in the diſcrimination of characters. I beg only 
that you would peruſe the Pharfalia throughout ; and 
tel] me if the ſeveral characters of Julius Cæſar, Pom. 
pey, and of his amiable wife Cornelia, but above all 
of Cato, are not exhibited with a. propriety fuperior 
to any proſe-hiſtorian. The patriot Cato may be 
confidered as an heroical philoſopher, or philoſophical 
hero, a kind of novel perſonage in an epic-poem, 
and as ſuch moſt inimitably ſuſtained. Read Addi- 
ſon's tragedy of Cato, and you will plainly perceive 
how much he was beholden to the hiſtorical poet, for 
the ſtrong outlines of the principal perſon of his 


intend 


name, 
paneg' 
worth. 


drama. Lucan was a red-hot republican, and it is 
no eaſy matter for any author to diveſt himſelf of 
party- ſpirit; and this is evident in the portrait af 
Julius Cæſar: the poet has given a likeneſs, but far 
from a flattering one. Julius, of all the Cæſars, was 
ever my favourite; he poſſeſſed more mental and 
perſonal accompliſhments than perhaps fell to the 
lot of any one man, that ever adorned- the globe of 


the earth. He was, in the full import of the Latin 
phraſe 
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phraſe, ad omnia natus y* what Lord Cheſtirfield 


W calls, © L'homme I: in plain Engliſh, an all- 
N accompliſhed. man The Greciag Aleibiades, for 
* verſatility of genius, was ſomething ſimilar, but not 
9 ſo tranſcendently eminent. This pupil of Socrates, 
w_ the accompliſhed general of Attica, was more 
0 beautiful in his perſon, and could boaſt as many 
vos perſonal accompliſhments ; but was much inferior 
up in mental endowments. If you wiſh to have my 
| ſentiments at large of the illuſtrious Roman; I refer 
ray you to that manuſcript treatiſe I left with you ſome 
Wh little time ago, and with which you expreſſed your- 
{elf ſo much pleaſed. It is a rhapſodical kind of com- 


polition, written when I was at the Univerſity, and 


name, but I remember you were pleaſed to call it, a 
panegyrical - oration on the firſt-rate geniuſes and 
worthies of Greece, Italy, and England. 


intended for a public exerciſe : I never gave it a 
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HUMBLY - conceived that I had gin” 
enough of vipers ; but by your continued defire 
1, reſume che ſubje&t. Accept therefore angther 
caſe, à little ſingular from the mode of treatment, 
A very Rrong, middle-aged little fellow, ſomevhat o 
a, prize-fighter, and every way an hardy dogs was 
bitten by a viper, and admitted into = jr 
Hoſpital: a phyſician, (who had often given his 
opinion that the bite of a viper was not fatal to a good 
conſtitution) thought he had now a proper oppottu- 
nity of making an experiment. It was late in the 
evening when the man was admitted: the Doctor 
ordered him to be put to bed, and really gave him 
the celebrated remedy of Dr. Laſt, chalk and water; 
but to make his patient's, mind eaſy, told him, with 
an air of great gravity and ſelf-conſequence, that there 
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ys 00 danger in his caſe, for that the medicine given 
was a never-failing remedy. The hardy fellow, atter 


taking the ſuppoſed ſpecific draught, was very or- 
derly put to bed, and a perſon watched by him 


all the night. During the whole night the man 


was very reſtleſs, and had ſome alarming ſymptoms; | 
but in the morning when the phyſician viſited, his 
patient was better ; in ſo much, that the repetition of 
the former cretaceous julep was contiaued ſecundum 
artem, and in a few days the patient was diſmiſſed as 
cured. This cafe ſpeaks for itſelf: Nature, when 
uninterrupted, does wonders in her own behalf; and 
| believe that a good conſtitution, either in man or 
any ſtrong beaſt, will ſomehow overcome the viperous 
poiſon : and I am taught to believe, that the bite of 
z viper is fatal to a dog only, when the bite is in or 
rery near the throat. 

I had forgot to mention in a former letter, that 
when the Pſyllians ſuck d the poiſon out of the wound, 


they ſpit the venom out of their mouths, on the 
ground. They were not ſuch proficients as the high 
German doctor; but they ſurpaſſed him it in one ſpe- 


tes of diſcernment, for they affected to be ſo knowing 
. f 0 f as 
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as to be able to diſtinguiſh the poiſon. of each ſerpan, 
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8 1 have. little or no | leifire ; 5 [this 1 letter will 
be like yours, in a two-fold reſpec, ſince it 
will be very ſhort, and conſiſt chiefly of f acknowledge- 
ments of your late favors. 1 feel myſelf happy, that 
you approve in general of my account of modern 
neurology: you agree with me and with moſt others 
that the brain is apparently 2 gland, or a ſecretory 
organ. of ſome. .ſort;. and that as ſuch, it does molt 
| probably ſeparate ſome. fluid either from the blood, 
from the chyle, from the lymphatic ſerum, or from 
ſome 
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ſome or all of theſe together; and if ſo, why not that 
individual fluid, which modern phyſicians» eall the 
nervous juice, or animal ſpirits? I think this the 
moſt plauſible theory that ever was invented by the 
wit of man.” You ſay, the nerves have no apparent 
cavity; but I humbly conceive this is no reaſon 
why the minuteſt nerve in the human body (tho' 
0 cavity in it can be diſcerned by the eye or by a 
microſcope) may not be yet hollow enough to tranſ- 
mit pb rt yo toe 2 
electric fluilce. | 

I ſtill remark, that S ad tain 
tenſe, ſo as to be ſuppoſed to act like vibrating chords. 
You highly commend my laudable attempt (as you 
call it) ofipointing out, in ſome meaſure, the diſtinct 
and ſeparate.offices of the cerebrum and cerebellum : 
a wound in the former being ſeldom mortal, and a 
wound or any conſiderable injury in the latter being 
dways fo: this you admit, ſtrongly favours my opinion. 
At this very inſtant I am favoured with the receipt of 
another letter; you had been ſo long ſilent, that J 
knew not whether an epiſtle might not, with fome 
ide propriety, be addreſſed to you in ſome part of the 

en FElyſian 
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Elyſian ßelds! Von acknowledge the receipt of nh) is 
chapter on the comparative anatomical knowledge df iat 

Homer and Virgil, and fo far think wich me that the i ©. 
latter has copied moſt of his death-woralls from the I Hom 
former: and tho' Virgil is your great favourite, you al th 
candidly confeſs, that he is manifeſty inferior, in the MW 8! 
variety of deaths, &c. to his great maſter, - ' the 
You ſay likewiſe, mat 1 have laboured hard, and il les: 
got unfuccefsfully, in endeavouring to defend Ho i **'*" 
mer's death of Patroclus, againſt the cenſute of Pope il de © 
and others. In further illuſtration of. this fue, Wl 1 e 
acbording to the original text of the Hiad, "Apollo ff _ 

gave the Grecian hero a blow on the back part d lower 
the head, «axe d. wilagprs,” and partly due! 80 
ies.” This is all deautiful and poetical” allegory. I t b 
Let us throw off the veil of poetry, and take the pear) 
matter in plain proſe. Homer had previouſly told us, my 
that the fun was a little declining in bis coarſe: that at 
35; it muſt have been about an hour after noba; md Win 
conſequently the hotteſt hour in a ſummer's da, in Wl pr. 
a hot climate: and at that time Apollo, (that is the 
ſun) ſmote with his rays (that is ſhone intenſely) on il - 
the head of Patroclus. From this cauſe, and the violent I 
SPOOF” ER 1 fatigue WP: 
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fatigue, that he had previouſly undergone, (for he had 
juſt before,..in three ſeveral onſets, killed nine men in 
each) he muſt, have been much exhauſted; ot, in 


Homer's phraſe, lan, faint or ſtupified: and under 


al theſe circumſtances, to avoid, the intenſe heat, he 
might relieve himſelf, by throwing off ſome part of 
the heavy and cumbrous armour of the great, Ach- 
les: and in this ſituation Euphorbus might take the 


advantage to come behind him, wound him between 


the ſhoulders, and HeRor might meet him in front, 


er iv oy Geir wound; 1, 
talen ie mad, « extremum ad ventrem, at the 
wer . extremity | of the belly; but ſuch was the 


that he droye the ſteel, (that is the ſtecled point of the 
hear) quite thro the body. This wound was inflied: 
with heroje, force ; © 3.4 and for reaſons obyiougo) your pe- 
tration, may. be announced to be ſpeedily fatal. ac 
cording * ſtricteſt anatomical and n 


N. 


vigour, ot the Hedtorian, arm, da ms! Je e en, 


propriety, bs 
y * 
(Aue ee ee ee eee [4] 
noo dh tte ln izulactsilo 1 TH. 
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NOTE te th READER. 


. Aur, the correſpondence alluded t in the lat le 
loſt: and in the letters on modern neurology' a 0 
attempt was made to prove, that the cerebrum, or the 
de ain, was the fone "of, ne. and ſupplied 

the nerves, that ſerve for the purpoſe of voluntary mo- 
-tion. That the cerebellum was the ſeat of life, and 


ſupplied thoſe nerves that contributed to the animal (ﬀſ '-./- 
and vital functions, and to involuntary motion. And ©: 7 
| likewiſe ſome conjectures were offered how far the alt 1 


| ſeveral ſubſtances of the cerebrum and cerebellum, 
after they had joined and formed the medulla oblong- 
ata, and the ſpinal marrow, might or might ubt, be 
| diſtin in themſelves, and ſtill, in ſome meaſure, cvi- 
Wen e ee H aiov 
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"HERE. is no end cake Ms 

. the Iliad; and ] now refer you to a” curious 
ones dur Le cannot ſay 1 thoroughly underſtand.— 
In the r3th book, Antilochus pierced Thoon in the | 
back, as be turned bimſelf round, inn TT 
e bs He See- — at 
be Ae eee U mani, e 


al a wort dere , LITERALLY * 


n 


and cut at ” off” all the vein, which running conti- 
ually = (or, through) the back, reacheth to the 
neck. na the index to Pope's tranſlation, this aid 
vein, (without any one reaſon aſſigned) is "IP 
to be the ſpinal marrow. 

I once faid, that I had peruſed no note of any com- 
mentator, that endeavoured to explain the particular 
ſituation of any one wound; I muſt here make an 
exception: for I have ſtumbled upon a remark in 
rr | Spondanusꝰ 
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Spondanus' Latin commentaries on, this very paſſage. 
The learned annotator ſays, that the vein here meant, 
is called cava, or dorſalis, ariling from the liver, and 


paſling thro? the diaphragm to the heart, and from 


thence to the neck: in the words of the original note, 


« inde ad cervicem. 8 — refers us to Ari ſtotle 
for the deſcription of this vein; and ſeems to hint, 
that the n in his explanation, refers to this very 
wound. 45 have read ſeveral paſſages of Ariſtole' $ 
hiſtory of animals, and'I am confident” 1 never tead 
ſuch a comment on Homer: but there may, be ſuch. 
an one, and moſt probably there is. 


Wat ſhall we fay to this learned note of Spon- 
danus ; z is it not in ſome meaſure, ignotum per ignotius? 
Pray, does not the commentator confound a little the 
vena cava with the vena porta, when he mentions 


the liver? Otherwiſe he carries on the vein accu- 


rately through the diaphragm to the heart. But in, 
the fatter part of the note, he deſcribes the vena cava, 
deſcendens: was it then that the antients, (thro? their 
ignorance of anatomy) ſuppoſed the two veins to be 
one, and to paſs thro' the heart, like two oppoſite 


lanes at a turnpike-gate, that both united conſtitute 


MOT 


boon 
3. © 
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one turnpike-road ? 1 think upon the whole, that 
Homer muſt allude to ſome part or other, either of 
the aſcending or deſcending vena cava: tho? it is alittle 
ſingular that he does not mention apy. effuſion of 
blood. But at all events, the interpretation of Pope 
or his friend, muſt be erroneous : becauſe the hero, 
after receiving the wound, extended his. hands, 
where be lay upon the ground, in ſupplication to his 
friends : whereas if his ſpinal marrow had been all out 
thro', he muſt have been in luck to have done this. 
Beſides I think you will perceive that Homer could 
not mean the ſpipal marrow at any'rate z if you ner 
to a wound in the 20th Diad, where a warrior's head 
being ſtruck off, together with the helmet, by ac 
of the broad- wN] rd. EN 
1 ue. . "IA 
mea, inn | MOSES — 


ed 


© the marrow ſprung from the vertebre,” 6 This 


Deucalion here alluded toy had been previouſly wounded 
by he brazen point of a ſpear, | 
6 ba Te aut" NK wake 
| 22 — 
* From de; which verb has ſeveral ſenſes : but here it may be 
rendered claudo, to ſhut up; _ — s, the W. is con- 
ined in the bones, 


\ 


X — 
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«here the tendons or ligaments of the elbo join; IM <iv 
and che point of the ſpear ſomehow (the poet does not who 
ſpecify in what manner) pierced thro the Hafid like. end 
wife, You will ſee by this that he wis too wel * © 
acquainted with the ſpinal marrow, and the vertebræ, tey 
(for he uſes the ſcientific terms for both) to confound i =! 1 
them with any vein. I cannot eoriclude this letter I it m 
without” obſerving, that poor Deuealion was ben area 
the whole "ſufficiently _— -for 6 Win 

What think you? ee ene 

R W an old obſolete tranſlation of 
Nicander, (a Greek poet and phyſician) into a 
kind of barbarous or Gothic French rhime, by * 
Grevin; ; I perceive, that author deſcribes 851 of 
the Lucanian ſerpents: and I think, from his de- 
ſcription, I can clearly ſolve the- phznomenon of the 
amphiſbena, ® which he terms I. double-marcheur, or 
duble-tetu, double-headed ſerpent: and this venemous 
Alnmal is by Grevin ſaid to be, © tout a” une groſſeur, 
ainſi que le vers de terre / To be of one ſize through- 
out, like earth-worms.” Tt is likewiſe reported to 
have r! and mouth very ſmall: (viz. ſcarcely per- 

Llaeirable: 


. n from a&jaÞ:s and Clin, to go two Ways; Viz 
backwards and forwards. 
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ccivable}; „no, wonder therefore; that che antients, - 
who, were, raid, to, come gear. h, ta (ce, which 
end was head, and which, was tail, made it a monſter 
at once, with two heads. and no tail. at all ! And 
they might ſuppoſe tais double marcheur, as the French 
call him, to walk both ,backward and forward, (tho 
it might not really do ſo) from the deception I have 
already mentioned: or perhaps the African earth- 
worm, (for ſuch I believe it was, and venemous 
only from peculiarity of climate) might poſſibly enough 
be ſuppoſed to poſſeſs both a progreſſive and retro- 
grade motion. Whilſt 1 am writing this poſtſcript, 
Lam making an experiment, and find, that an Engliſh 
earth-worm, tho" it generally goes forward, can if it 
will, occaſionally go backwards alſo : experience in 
this and in every thing elſe is the teſt of truth. How- 
ever poets may feign, or hiſtorians and travellers may 
exaggerate, there is generally ſome truth at the bot- 
tom of their aſſertions. If the marvellous effects 
attributed to the baſiliſk, be in any reſpect authentic; 
that ſerpent (or rather viper) muſt certainly be poſ- 
ſeſſed of an electrical power, ſomewhat like the tor- 
ped, but in a much greater and more fatal degree. 
Take 


168 — —HOMERIC WOUNDS, '&e. 
Take one inſtance for the whole; we ate told upon 


apparently good authority, that if a man travel on 
horſeback near the den of a baſilifk; and the king & of 


ſerpents but touches the horſe,” both the horſe and ith 


the rider are ftruck dead immediately. Tf this 11 
this fact be real, e ene eee 
its fulleſt extent? 


AUO. 7 613, (67 10,5} I OA 77 
: i341 1 


ef 12 206 a reguat Bafiliſeus ERAS 


„Gllen Has, fas far as 1 can find) given fuch an acm of the BY Achi 


ſaſcinating look of this reptile, as would ſeem. to give & ſandtion to 
hrs on but ridiculous notion of animal magnetifia | 
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nd with WTO *+ e continued.) l 

his 1 nn 5 x N 
Six, | ne Hall wi 

E have here a kind of conflation of wunde 


(as thick as ſtars in che milky way) which 
Achilles exhibits. in his death-doing fury; and I ſhall 
endeavour to diſpatch theſe ſaid wounds and deaths 
xs ſpeedily as the implacable hero'inflited them. _ 
0 — & ae Fla va wrap, 
. 02 of rap debe, n 146 x27 af 
x0ATov ttWAnoey, | 
With the ſword he (Achilles) ſo ſmote the fk 
that the liver fell out; and Mack blood from it filled 
de boſom of the dying warrior.” —You, Sir, (who 
will perceive that the hepatic artery, the vena porta, 
and at leaſt one branch of the vena cava aſcendens, 
muſt have been divided) will feel the propriety of the 
ſudden effuſion of blood, —I remember that Van Swie- 
8185 1 | haave, 
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haaye, has, in .ſome part of his commentaries, at. 
tempted to aſſign reaſons, why the blood of heroes 
| and athletes, ſhould be of a black, or at leaſt of a 
dark qolour,—Egough of this-»take a ſecond: flying 


wound. <5 dt 
He (Achilles) wounded Mulius, + 11» 
* opt an, "ul Dag d. 5% "dues be d., 
8 S N. 4 
with a ſpear, on the ear, point of the 
ſhear came out at the other ear. This muſt have 
cauſed inſtant death; ſince either the medulla oblong- 
ata, or the medulla ſpinalis, (or WIS ons 
very much injured, g 
Take a third wound, without further ceremony; 
the aforeſaid Achilles ſmote Echeclus on the middle of 
Wee Are 
, x e kes ue 
and all the ſword was warmed with blood.” As this 
wound appears to have been inflicted on the lon- 
gitudinal or ftrait ſuture of the ſcull ; and as I believe 
all the ramifications of the carotid arteries, divide 
the brain; (begging Homer's pardon) I cannot con- 


ceive 


y 


he 
ve 


aolittie WOUNDS, Ke. 171 


ceive whence alf the blood could proceed. © Virgil's 
«haſta tepifatia cerebro,“ is, (as I have already ob- 
etved it large) A great improvement on this paſſage. 
And Pope, by tranſlating Virgil inſtead of Homer; 
or rather, by copying Dryden's \yerſion of the Aneid, 


has, in wy oplnies, n, improved \ 8 — 


N in the brain the ſmoaking weapon wars 


| And in the brain er 3 buried bir. 
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ETA : ö 

SIR, * F r 

HERE is a tedious partcalarty in en out 

each individual wound, and ſpecifying the 

name of the warrior, . who either gave or received it, 
| whichl intend in future to avoid: I muſt however beg 
to be indulged the liberty this once, as I ſhall | refer 
you to'a wound chat, according to my judgment, is 
the moſt accurately deſcribed, reſpecting its conſe- 
quence, of any in the whole Iliad. Mariones, in the 
13th Book, ſmote Acamas with a ſpear, 

„ae Is wrowyv xii oaks, oa pela 

| Timer Agns a 0081 Bedbuon, * 
between the navel and the groin; where a war- wound 
is the moſt grievous to miſerable mortals.” And if 
any phyſiologiſt doubts the fact, let him- conſult thoſe 


high operation for the ſtone, or who have attempted to 
puncture the bladder above the os pubis, in order to 
relieve 


ſurgeons, . who have performed what is called the. 
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relieve it, when over-diſtended with urine from a 
tricture in the urethra,” or from any other cauſe. 

Again, a wound in the eye is not mortal in itſelf, 
but when inflited by a harp inſtrument it generally 
proves ſo, from the ſocket's being pierced thro, and 

the brain injured; © Homer bun; deſcribed” 
ſuch an effect in the 14th Iliad. 
„% f eee klare, 
: r ee 

5 *I Td? e ® "ber, © - - . 4155 
NO eee eee eee 
the ſoeket of the eye, forced out the eye - hall, and the 
it the extremity of the bind part of the head.” This 
wound was given with unuſual force, and muſt have 
teen ſpeedily fatal. Pray, does not Homer forget 
himſelf a little, in the hurry: and impetuoſity of his 
imagination, when he makes Peneleus ſtrike off the 
10 8 7311 By T bead 

* This word is evidently derived from is, (which ney | 


raphers make to fignify 3 * nerve”) RETIRED 
Theſe 


tat part of the head which is joined to the neck. 

den ſay, it is called 1165, becauſe it contains 16, 6 nerve: 7 
am im decidedly of opinion, that the Greek fink venere, 
n ies proper and une qulvocal ſenſe, ſignifies 6 fbre ” only 5 Pp. 
nn ſenfe, means ftrength in general. 
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head of the poor wounded" man with 8 hd ford, 
in order to expedite and ſecure his, death. And is 
not:this, in. Macbeth's phraſe, * to-make aſſurane. 
doubly ſure ? Turn; a. little, further back, in the 
ſame book, and you will een, gt 
with great propriety by a wound: 
j an v n avxons e ο⁹Ʒ?ẽh ut 
, age ee, X' abe en b 72 
where the head ĩs articulated, with, the uppermoſt ver- 
tebra of the neck, and the two tendons, .nerves/or liga- 


ments, were cut thro.” i I know of no pair of tendons, 
neryes, or ligaments; that can be here alluded th wich 


any ſort of propriety: there is believe in iche firſt 
vertebra; a tranfyerſe ligament, which keeps the 
axis iin its place; and this intrroſſeous ligament, for 
aught I know, may be by different anatomiſts divided 
into two or three different portions; And I ſhould 
ſuppoſe | that "ſomething of | this | ſort was meant by 
4p Wok ; but I wiſh to be e with or 
opinion upon it. 8 | 

* 2 8 to! recall your atten wy once 'jore þ Back jets 
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ports the head, as Atlas did the globe of the earth, according to . 
AP: - 


. F „ © v* 


2 
. * 


= 8 & 5 & £ 


E A 


8 


\& Fl. 


HOMERIC WOUNDS, Kc. 775 


the 13h) bock, and, to ſubmit to your conſideration 
voher wound on the right hip 14 8 05 19626 at 
uns ror" Acker" vald dab, AN 
Sale nts wits "of hdr Fuat .. 


but the arrow paſſed, gut, on, the oppoſite ſide, thro" 
the bladder, under the bone. The warrior who re- 


ceived this wound was retiring, and tho' Homer 


does not. uin bret Inaprreheuò his bad was 
turned. Fe | M C4 FA my eee, 
The arrow firſt pierced che glutæi muſcles; but 


| under what bone did it enter 0 Was, it under the os 
ſacrum, or os coccygis ? This wound however in ãts 
- conſequences is declared mortal, with great propricty- 
There is another death almoſt in the fame; page ;. 


re under the jaw and the car. 


 T have already in former letters Mays n NN 
fry hah met go" Ns ho ela che 
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1 1 1414 „% 


sn, . 7; "P] n "# 2 
A * wig, the ſtrong or vigorous heart.” 4 
ROM this deſcription, one would almoſt con- 
clude, that Homer had known the true and genu- 


ine Fre of the nobleſt muſcle ; tho” 1 am pretty confi- 
dent that he did not. Pray, were you preſent at the 


diſſection of the lion that died in the tower? If you 
were, you may eaſily conceive 1 my meaning : : forv when. 0 


I ſaw the heart of that bold animal, [ immediattly 
thought on the phraſe of Homer, and of Shakeſpeare's I 


« lion-hearted Richard; ” the heart of the King of 
Mat beaſts ” 


® Aa 0100, tweed 014 (dutred Haus a lanugo, . 


ſhort hair,) in its primitive ſenſe, ſignifies hairy; and it may be lite- 
rally ſo underſtood when applicd to the breaſts, s iy Aag00!, but 
as hairy men are generally ſtrongeſt 3 the word, in a metaphorical ſenſe, 
. fignifies ſtrength, vigour, and ſometimes courage: but I could rather 


| - wiſh to, derive the word from Aa, walde, very, and cd agite, to 


 agitate or put in motion.—Homer likewiſe uſes the phraſe "adv xig, 
the denſe heart. 


— 
LA 
* 

* 


A 
91 


think to be ' called « Amid ima; and man has as 


largeſt liver of-almoſt any animal; from which 1 10 


"= ; 8 - 
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beaſts berg large, denſe, and ſtrong, in an amazing 
degree. Some” Nitlralifts tell us, that the hearts of 
timid aniduls are the largeſt : pertiaph they then that 
the cavities of the heart in deer, hafes, &c. are pre- 
ternaturally diſtended, by the refluent blood being 


6 — A.. lh. Ah 


driven into them, thro' the frequent aQts of fear and 


trembling. And it is remarkable,; that in the.Iliad | 
Achilles inſults Agamemnon, by telling hu be 


had the eye E a dog, and dhe Beart, of k deer. ©. 
Man, the Lord of the creation, has no. 5 


430 


large an heart, and 1 more brains, in proportion to 0 his. 


f '* Ms 1 NA 
ſize, "than any. animal in nature, | The nt that 


was en ſome time ago is no exceptionz for- tho' 
that "«half-reafoning brute, e bope Riles him, "ay 
ten pounds weight « of brains c Sal ed . conſider 
the immenſe bulk bulk of Fihe cxeature,, 3 it bad not lo large | 
a quanti in tion as ove, jo human 
— A on” . e 


3. Fb. 12 8 n d "af i 


Again, a 1A has, 1, believe, 95 


17 


dude that it has de blood and ct bile de % ts 
other : "and 1 ſuſpect that the apparent quantity of dls 
contributes 4: 


+ 
» VP 
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contributes in a great meaſure to form the viperine 
virus, An unexpected circumſtance! ge" me "to 


n off abruptiy. r bse! Vac 
WAKE vate. 
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23. ths blood fone, 5 13 


OM this and ſeveral other phraſes of 8 fanils 
and ſtranger Import, it is clear that Homer de- 
aides both wounded veins and arteries, a8 well as if 


uh M890 


9 4 


he had underſtood the circulation of the blood ;.this 
be mighg, do from obſervation, only, and] deſerite 


effeds without knowing the cauſes. Which I do be- 
live was the caſe, 'The antient Greek ; Phyſicians and 
Philoſophers (Hi ippocrates, Ariſtotle, Plato, and Ga- 
2 knew that the blood moved in ſome manner, 


the* they could" not” tell how. They looked” upon 


che ren GORE | 8 the 


10 
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the Krer as ite Wured, and ſeemed to think ht 
it had an undulatint motion. Dr. M. Hunter was the 
only reader in anatomy whoſe lectures Tever attended ; 
and he, I remember, told us, that one Grecian philoſo- 
pher in deſcribing the motion of the blood, uſed the 
ſingular phraſe of · wp-pyills, that it was carried round 
about; the periphery is the ſcientific term for the 
circumference of a circle. Therefore this phraſe ex- 
act! expreſſes the modern notion of circulation : but 
| do not believe that the Phiſolopher had any juſt idea | 
of this expreſſion that he · ſtumbled upon. If Homer 
had any faint idea that the blood circulated from the 
heart, thro' the arteries, he muſt have learnt this 
doctrine from the Egyptian ſages; for I do them the 
honour to believe, that as they poſſeſſed almoſt all 

knowledge; ſo obvious a diſcoyery as the circulation of 
the blood could not well have eſcaped their notice, 
When the valuable library at Alexahdria $ was burnt 
by the Saracens, I look upon it as the greateſt loſs the 
learned world ever ſuſtained : and if that misfortune 


* not ere among the precious records of 
oriental 


1 60 es es eee eee es ad 
moſt of the Egyptian manuſcripts and records were deſtroyed, previ- 


ouſly to the general literary conflagration at Alexandria. 


* 
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oriental ſcience, it might perhaps have been found, tha 

the knowledge of the circulation of the blood was a 
revival of antient knowledge | and | no new * 


en eee. 2. 


LETTER LXXXIV. 
ON 


EGYPTIAN SCIENCE. 


SIR, 
"og aſk what reaſon I have to think that the 


circulation, of the blood was known to the 
antient Egyptians? | I will candidly tell you: Ii 
the firſt place, you muſt not judge of the old in- 
habitants of Egypt by the preſent, who are the moſt 
abject and degenerate ſet of mortals on the face of 
the earth : whereas their anceſtors were every thing 
that was great and noble; They certainly dif- 
covered Geometry and Mathematics from a local ne- 
ceſſity, in order to aſcertain in ſome meaſure, the 
different degrees of the © overflowing of the Nile. 
The Caldzans likewiſe, from the ſerenity of their 
ſky, and the advantage. of a tower at Babylon, 
| | 1 66 os, n 
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as 
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that ſerved. for the purpoſes of an 3 were 
the firſt that ſtudied aſtronomy; as the Phcrnicians 
were the inventors of letters, and perhaps of naviga- 
tion: all theſe were in ſome meaſure neighbouring 
nations, and held conſtant correſpondence and-inter- 
courſe with each other; and they poſſeſſed all 
the arts and ſciences of antiquity. In confirmation 
therefore of my former opinion, I think I have ob- 
ſerved, that when Pythagoras firſt propagated in 
Greece the notion that the earth moved round: the 
ſun, and not the ſun round the earth; it was almoſt im- 
mediate]y on his return from his travels in Egypt. 
This ſpeaks for, itſelf, It appears therefore pretty 
clear, that the Epyptians entertained a true notion 
of the ſolar ſyſtem, (as far at leaſt as it related to the 
earth and the ſun) ; and when we take into conſider- 
ation that the ſcience * of anatomy and practice of 
medicine, were firſt eſtabliſhed in Egypt; I think it 
rather improbable, that ſuch a ſenſible people ſhould 
not, in ſome meaſure or other, have known: fo 
plain a fact as the circulation of the blood. I 
taink that with regard to their ſeveral diſcoveries in 


® This is aſſerted on the authority of Manetho, a famous Egyptian 
Writer; and on the authority jr” other authors. 
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the animal and natural world, Harvey, and Sir Iſaac 
Newton, ſtand nearly in the ſame predicament; for 
Copernicus, inthe 15th century, revived Pythagoras's 
notion of the. ſolar ſyſtem : but it was Newton who 
firſt found; out the principles of attraction and repul- 
fon, by-which- that ſyſtem ſubſiſts. So, the motion 
af the blood in ſome meaſure or other was known 
to the antient Grecians; and Sg a Spaniard, (as 
Dr. W. Hunter has proved in his anatomical demon- 
ſtrations) diſcovered half the circulation of the blood, 
viz. thro both lobes of the lungs, an hundred years 
before Harvey; tho” he eſtabliſhed the truth of the 
fact by indiſputable proofs: yet after ali, I. do not 
think Homer had any adequate knowledge of the 
.  blood's circulation; for if he had; as a poet, he cer- 
tainly would have made ſome poetical uſe of ſuch 
knowledge. | | 
* Tt appears likewiſe, that Andreas Ciſalpinus, an Italian, 
and Realdus Columbus, a native of Cremona, came very near to a 
knowledge. of the circulation of the blood ; fince they both explained 
the contraction and dilatation of the heart. And Columbus went 
ſtill further, by ſhewing in ſome meaſure the uſes of the valves of 
the heart. —It is likewiſe ſaid, that Nemeſius, a Biſhop of ſome city of 
Phænicia, (as early as the 4th century) went very near indeed 


towards a diſcovery of the circulation; fince he proved that the 
pulſe took its riſe from the heart. | 
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LETTER LEV 
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ON THE RIF NY 


MALIGnanT ULczzous Sonn Trgodr, ;; . 
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„ 

to che words of Lucretius, the malignant 
ulcerous fore throat was 2 leading fymptom in the 
peſtilence at Athens; you-think Thucydides gives no 
lanction to the opinion: end the above, and Judge 


for yourſelf Thucydides was no phyſician, nor 
philoſqpher, but merely deſcribes as an hiſtorian. 


Thoſe bloody and fanious appearances in the throat, 
as there was no rupture of the veſſels, give reaſon, 
I think, to conclude, that ulceration muſt ſoon take 
place, tho? the hiſtorian does not particularly mention 
it: theſe ulcers, therefore, tho' not mentioned, are 

22 | 
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Aretæus is, 1 believe, the firſt 
author who deſcribes the mali grant ulcerous fore 
throat with any. degree of accuracy; ; and it is rather 
doubtful in what age he lived: 1 believe, however, 


clearly implied. 


it was in or ſoon after the reign of Nero, This 
incomparable author is likewiſe the firſt who makes 
a clear diſtinction between muſcles, tendons, and 
nerves: and the latter, I think, he derives from the 
n, or the occiput. 

On a re: peruſal of Thucidides's much admired 
deſcription of the peſtilence at Atheng ; 1 find, that 
among other articles omitted by Lucretius, | he re- 
marks, that the year in which the peſt invaded that 


city, was in other reſpects very * healthy ; ; and that 


the few other maladies that did prevzil, ſoon turned 
to the reigning one. And likewiſe, that as long as 
the diſeaſe was at the height, the bodies of the diſcafed 


did not waſte, but reſiſted the tormenting ſymptoms 


beyond expectation. He likewiſe adds, (a circum- 
ſtance omitted by moſt other Hiſtorians) that the ſame 
peſtilence extended as far as the territories of the 
King: by which he muſt mean the large monarchy 
of Perſia. _ Yours, Ke. 


The ed end be "av800), derived from a, no, 2 y8005s 
diſcaſe,'viz. diſcaſcleſs, or exempt from malady, 


POSTSCRIPT. | ib; 


P. F 1 think co lightly of my own haſty compo: 
tions, in com parioh of the more approved writings 


4 


of others, that I Have hitherto negledted to anſwer 


your kind inquiries, reſpecting my two poetical at- 
tempts, the one ſatyric, and the other dramatic. You 


fay, ſatire is my forte; I believe it is every one 85 


it being much eaſier to cenſure than to raiſe, 11 
chef Pawore of that kind, The Deren Diabo- 
liad Or, Satan's Tour into the Weſt, has never 
appeared i in print, and 1 believe never will. Vou a5 
I have therein immortalized a ſet of velt country 
ſcoundrels ; 3.1 reply—any attempt that way is now 
unneceffary ; ; as the hero, and ſome of the ſt per- 
ſonages, are fo far advanced towards immortality that 
they have ceaſed to be mortal. | pt 


"The tragedy of Arviragus| is not yet finiſhed, 
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ODE, 
ADDRESSED Fo THE SPIRIT or ater 


: 1 * ji! , 


(Intended for the late inn.: al Oxford.) 


5 | I, | 
MUSE ! diſpel the miſts, which time 
Hath ſpread round glory's lucid clime ! 
While to the mental viſion bright 
Ethereal objects ſtrike my ſight: 
*Rapt in poetic extaſy, 
Alfred ! thy princely form I ſee, 
'Mid heroes, ſages, patriots old, 
Who, (riſing from their ſeats of gold) 
To thee ſupreme, their gratulation pay, 
While choral harps around attune the grateful lay. 


II, 
My humbler ſong, immortal Alfred ! hear, 
If ſuch weak ſtrains may reach thy poliſh'd ear; 
Reſtorer of the ſacred fane ! | 
Expeller of the cruel Dane! 
(Hark ! with applauſe the diſtant regions ring) 
Hail, legiſlator wiſe, hail warrior, patriot-king. 


III. 


Till 


o THE SPIRIT 


| "= ih 
Thy mighty mind, O fage revered ! 


The Britiſh: Conſtitution rear'd ; 

A wide-bas'd fabric, towering high. 

With ſpires, that met the bending ſky. 
When free-born Britons ſhed the crimſon flood, 
The walls firm cement was heroic blood. | | | 

High on each trophied arch difplay'd, 

In tints of heavenly hue pourtray'd, 
(Mocking the ſculpture vain of Parian tone) 

The ſacred Triad of the land, 

King, Peers, and People join'd in union's band 
Exulting Freedom ſaw, with ſmiles her features ſhone. 


IV. 
Still ſhall the glorious bulwark riſe, - 


And nations view with envious eyes. 

The Genius of thy favour'd iſle, 
All clad in adamantine maß 1 
(While ſtorms of anarchy aſlail, - my 
And faction's tumults idly roar 
Like waves againſt the rocky ſhore) 

Shall, with a flaming ſword, defend- the pile: 

Preſerve its ſtrength entire, and pillar'd height, 17 


Till fades the dome of Heaven, and ev'ry orb of bo 
III. | g v. 


1 


* 


or ALFRED 


— —kꝛ— 


LAGS: 


v. 
Such, Alfred ! thy ſublimer deeds l. 1100 
Nor did thy foſtering hand diſdain to bring 

From Academus* grove, to Tſis* ſpring, 

The ſhoots of ſcience, and thoſe attic ſeeds 
Whence riſe the plants and trees of fame, 

Which conſecrate Oxonia's name; 7 / | 
The trees, beneath whoſe claſſic ſhade, += * - 
Each muſe her choſen bower has made ; 

While ſoftening wiſdom's ſterner frown _ . | 
The milder graces guard thy own Athenian town. 7 
Thus, Alfred! thy renown ſhall ſpreading grow; 
While theſe ſtrong towers ſhall * or 1 
ſhall flow. | . : 


VI. 
Nor to thy generous aim untrue, SN 
Shall Bentinck now thy ſtructures view; . 
Nor, to the voice of fame unjuſt, | 
Receive the delegated truſt. _ 
From thee, behold ! congenial influence dart, 
That circling decks his head, and warms his liberal 
heart. | N ld 
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ARQUIS of Downſhire, 
Lord Biſhop of Exeter, 
Lord Monboddo, three coptes, 
The Hon. Frederick North, five copies, 
Mrs. Robinſon, A 
Rev. Dr. Guitfardiere, | 
n Ni — Peppin, ſurgeon, rer 
V Jefle Foot, ſurgeon, London, ; 
Dr, Parr, Exeter, 
Mr, Luccraft, ditto, 
Wintle, eſq. 
Rev. Dr. Kent, 
Dr. Daniel, Exeter, 
S. Woolmer, bookſeller, ditto, 
Sidmouth Library, 
Mr. Margrie, 
Mr. Danzell, 


Rev. 


5 Rev. 


$UBSCRIBERS, 
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Rev. —— Wallet, 
3 Charlton, ſurgeon · dentiſt, 8 
— d leech, 4 
Rev. W. Frier, 
Mrs. Galloway, 


—— Bloxam, - eſq. 
—õ— Iſherhood, eq. 
Dr. Hodſon, 


— Germeret, eſq. 
— Genner, eſq. 8 
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Page 8—for literatim, read literal. 
— 27-for happy, read happily. 
— %3:—for met, read me. 
—— 36—for olive green, read olive grove. 
— 48—for roman orator, read republican orator. 
— $o—for hurls, read rolls. 5 
— 87 —ſer ſpiraminta, read ſpiramenta. 
— $9—for digite, read digiti. | 
—— 9o—for in that the brain, read that the brain. 
— 92—for handſells, read and handſells. 
—101—for approved, read improved. 
——104—for dictæque, read dictaque. 
——104—for Archius, read Archias. 
120—for head, read hand. 
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